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PET CAT OWNERS 
LIVING IN FEAR 


FINANCE 

Council tax is set 
to rise 4 per cent 

CASH-STRAPPED Dudley Council is set to 
raise council tax by nearly four per cent for 
the next three years in succession. 

The authority has revealed plans to in¬ 
crease its share of council tax by 1.99 per 
cent and take up a Government offer to in¬ 
crease it by a further two per cent for adult 
social care. This works out at an extra 77p 
per week or £40.04p per year for people in 
Band C properties. 

Council bosses said that residents would 
continue to pay the lowest council tax rates 
in the region despite a proposed increase 
for the first time in six years. 


Report by Marion Brennan 


DISTRAUGHT pet owners fear 
their cats are being targeted 
and killed after 23 have been 
lost from three streets in the 
Black Country in just two 
years. 


Some have vanished without trace 
while some cats have died after being 
poisoned with anti-freeze. 

Most of the cats have disappeared from three 
streets in Cradley Heath. 

Foster parent Kate Antill, of Linton Road, 
has lost seven cats — three from poisoning and 
four which are missing. 

The 49-year-old mother-of-four said: “It’s 
o heartbreaking to lose 
i so many cats in so such 
a short space of time, 
and it’s upsetting for 
my children. 

“They have seen the 
; effects of anti-freeze on 
k the cats - it’s a horrible 
I way to die. 

I “They don’t under- 
I stand why people would 
| hurt their cats. 

“We fear what has 
happened to the others. 
It is too much to believe they haven’t also been 
harmed.” 

Angela Gelencser, aged 60, founder of the 
Halesowen-based charity Wild Acre Rescue, 
which re-homes cats, also lost her cat Bramble. 

She believes some people have become so ir¬ 
ritated about cats straying into their gardens 
that they deliberately leave anti-freeze out for 
them to drink. 



Kate Antill with Tilly 


Spiteful 

She said: “What is happening to cats in the 
area is awful. 

“Spiteful people who hate cats using their 
gardens poison them and mistreat them but 
they are living creatures and need to be re¬ 
spected.” 

“I urge all cat owners to get their pet neu¬ 
tered and microchipped, as that acts as proof 
of ownership.” 

Ms Anthill, who has just one of her cats left, 
Tilly, said at least 15 cats had vanished, and a 
Facebook page set up to try and trace the miss¬ 
ing cats indicated a further eight in the area 
were also missing. 

She said: “We’re desperate for someone to 
help us. We’ve reported it to the police and they 
say they can’t help. 

“We’re desperate for someone to come for¬ 
ward and help us, we just don’t know who to 
turn to.” 

She added: “Our next step is to contact a pet 
detective agency in the hope they can find out 
what is happening.” 


STRIKING DOCTORS STAND FIRM DESPITE CALL 



Junior doctors on the picket line at Sandwell Hospital striking in protest at proposed new contracts being imposed on them 


STRIKING junior doctors in Sandwell were 
told to leave the picket line and return to 
work after hospital bosses declared a ‘major 
incident’. The majority refused to go back to 
work at Sandwell General Hospital despite 
the plea from their bosses. 

They were asked to return to work after 
a reported incident of ‘considerable and un¬ 
usual pressure’ at the hospital, following a 
number of high admissions. However, while 
some of the doctors on the picket line did re¬ 
turn to work, the majority continued their 
industrial action on Tuesday. 


The plea sparked a war of words with the 
doctors’ union, the British Medical Associa¬ 
tion, which said unnecessary pressure had 
been put on strikers by hospital bosses. 

Five ops were called off at Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust. 

For the first time since 1975, junior doctors 
walked out in a strike against the proposed 
new contracts being imposed by Health Sec¬ 
retary Jeremy Hunt, who has called on the 
BMA to return to the negotiating table. 

Junior doctors also took to the picket line 
outside Russells Hall Hospital as part of a 


national day of strike action which saw 49 
day-case procedures cancelled at the Dudley 
Group NHS Foundation Trust. 

Vicky Lacey, a foundation year two doctor 
at Russells Hall, said: “This is the only way we 
can have our voices heard. The Government 
has backed us into a corner. The contract they 
are putting forward is unfair and unsafe for 
patients. We all work really long hours. They 
just want to increase the hours but they have 
also got to increase the workforce.” 

A fresh round of talks were due to start 
today (Thursday). 


PROTECTION 

Teenagers banned 
from town car park 

TEENAGERS are banned from a car 
park in Stourbridge under measures to 
tackle crime and anti-social behaviour. 

A new Public Space Protection 
Order came into force at the Ryemar- 
ket pay and display car park yesterday 
(Wednesday). 

It will prohibit under-18s from enter¬ 
ing the car park unless driving a vehi¬ 
cle or accompanied by a responsible 
adult. The order will be in place for 
three years after a four-week consulta¬ 
tion which had 100 per cent support. 


HEALTH 

Hospital must save 
£12.4m over year 

RUSSELLS Hall Hospital in Dudley will 
have to find £12.4 million worth of savings 
over the next financial year. 

Surveys will be sent out to all staff work¬ 
ing at the hospital to find ways of making 
further cuts. 

Workshops will also be organised dur¬ 
ing the 2016-17 financial year, as part of 
the Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust’s 
continuing cost improvement programme. 

The trust has already made cuts of 
£11.38m during the first eight months of 
the current financial year. But it predicts a 
total of £16.51 m of savings will have to be 
found by April. 


INSIDE 


BLACK COUNTRY 
HAS GOT TALENT 



JORDANS SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient 
and price 
competitive 



Here at 

Jordans Solicitors 

we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and 
Probate, Powers of Attorney 
& Family Law... 


If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday are not very convenient 
for you we can offer Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solidtors.co.uk 
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Pool safety review after father's death 



Father-of-four Deon Mullings 


DUDLEY Council say experts will look 
at whether any action is required at 
Middle Pool at the Fens Pool Nature 
Reserve in Pensnett, Dudley, following 
the death of Deon Mullings. 

Mr Mullings failed to resurface after 
going into the water to retrieve his 
daughter’s ball in July last year when a 
family outing turned into tragedy. 

Mr Mullings, of Holly Hall, had been 
playing ball games with his daughters 
near the pool 

It is not the only incident to have 
happened in the Middle Pool area of the 
nature reserve. In 2011 a schoolboy had 


to be rescued after falling 25ft down a 
bank into the water. 

Children regularly play by the pool 
and it is now being considered whether 
better public protection is needed, such 
as fences or new warning signs. 

Coroner 

The council’s environmental boss 
Hilary Bills said experts visited the 
council-managed site after the incident 
to see if any immediate changes were 
needed. 

She added that bosses were now wait¬ 
ing for information from the coroner 


surrounding the circumstances of Mr 
Mullings’ death before deciding on the 
next moves to be taken. The council is 
in the process of preparing a report fol¬ 
lowing the tragedy. 

The 35-year-old father-of-four was 
pulled from the water by rescuers and 
was taken to Birmingham’s Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth Hospital but could not be saved. 

Councillor Bills said: “Following this 
very tragic event officers visited the site 
to see if any improvements could be 
made to the area and we are currently 
awaiting information from the coroner 
in order to finalise this review.” 


Claudia opening 
was the best nr< 


eyes 



15-year-old Claudia Visser, who was seriously injured in a suspected hit-and-run incident before Christmas 


“WHEN she opened her 
eyes properly that was the 
best Christmas present you 
could ask for.” 

The words of the family of 
Stourbridge teenager Claudia 
Visser, who was left in a critical 
condition after a suspected hit- 
and-run last month. 

Claudia, aged 15, was in a coma 
after the incident but when she finally 
woke step-father Graham Southall 
said it was a shining light in an oth¬ 
erwise ‘awful’ and heart-wrenching 
festive period for the family. 

The brave teenager is now on the 
mend and hopes to be home within 
the next six weeks, although the road 
to full recovery remains a challenge. 

Mr Southall, 49, admitted the fam¬ 
ily had feared the worst in the early 
stages. 

He said: “It’s completely life-chang¬ 
ing for her and for the family.” 

Claudia, of Chaffinch Road, was in¬ 
itially taken to Russells Hall Hospital 
following the incident on December 
17 before being transferred to Bir¬ 
mingham Children’s Hospital. 

Bedside 

Mr Southall and Claudia’s mother 
Simone have spent countless hours 
at her bedside since, while her fa¬ 
ther Patrick hew in from his home in 
Spain to visit his daughter. 

The family and other well-wishers 
have now been given the news they 
wanted to hear as Claudia’s condition 
has improved markedly. 

However, she still needs another 
operation on her legs and will be in 
hospital until the middle of the Feb¬ 
ruary. 

Currently she is also suffering from 
issues with her memory and could be 
wheelchair-bound when she finally 
leaves hospital. 

Mr Southall said: “The first week 
or 10 days were awful - we didn’t 
know if she was going to come out 
of the coma. But when she did it was 
amazing. 

“When she opened her eyes prop¬ 
erly that was the best Christmas 


present you could ask for. Her friends 
have been to see her and about four 
or five days ago we gave her her 
phone back.” 

Claudia is due to have an operation 
at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in 
Birmingham, cannot walk or fully 
move her arms and is likely to need a 
prolonged spell in a wheelchair when 
she finally returns home. 

Mr Southall said he anticipates it 
could be up to a year before she is 
fighting fit once again. 

“Even when she comes out she will 
need about 12 months to get back to 


normal,” Mr Southall said. “We’re 
actually lucky to have a bedroom 
downstairs. 

“But as for the rest of it we don’t 
really know at the moment. It’s still 
a long road before we know what’s 
going to happen.” 

Student 

Redhill School student Claudia has 
told her mother and stepfather that 
she wants to get her back to her stud¬ 
ies as soon as possible. 

The teenager wants to be a solicitor 
and doesn’t want to fall behind in her 


studies as she approaches her GCSE 
exams. 

Claudia suffered multiple fractures 
in both legs, a fracturd skull, a bro¬ 
ken wrist and collar bone, bruises to 
the brain and damage to her liver and 
spleen. 

Car valeter Adnan Ajram, 24, 
of Careless Green, Lye, has been 
charged with causing serious injury 
by dangerous driving, failing to stop, 
being unfit to drive through drink or 
drugs and other driving offences. 

He will appear in Wolverhampton 
Crown Court on March 14. 


Holocaust 
survivor to 
give speech 
at service 

A WOMAN who survived a Nazi concen¬ 
tration camp will be visiting Dudley to 
speak at the town’s annual Holocaust 
memorial service. 

Susan Pollack, who was born in 1930 
in Felsogod, Hungary, was sent to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau in May 1944 with 
her family. 

Born Zsuzsanna Blau, she and her 
brother survived the Holocaust but 
more than 50 of their relatives did 
not. Susan’s mother was murdered at 
Auschwitz-Birkenau but the teenager 
survived ten weeks at the camp before 
being sent to Germany as slave labour. 

Susan married another survivor and 
now lives in London, a mother of three 
and grandmother to six. 

The service, organised by Dudley 
North MP Ian Austin and Dudley Col¬ 
lege Students’ Union, has become a fix¬ 
ture in the town’s calendar since first 
held eight years ago. 

Hundreds of people heard Holocaust 
survivor Hannah Lewis describe her 
experiences of Adampol concentration 
camp at last year’s service. 

The commemoration has been organ¬ 
ised with the support of the Holocaust 
Educational Trust. 

It will conclude with the ceremonial 
lighting of the Candle of Remembrance 
as Mayor of Dudley Councillor Steve 
Waltho leads faith leaders in a two-min¬ 
ute silence to honour the victims of the 
Holocaust. 

The service is open to all at the Broad¬ 
way Campus of Dudley College from 
12.30pm on January 29. 

Murder suspect 
appears In court 

A MAN has appeared at crown court in 
connection with the death of a Stour¬ 
bridge man. 

Jobless Daniel Jones, aged 33, is ac¬ 
cused of murdering 59-year-old neigh¬ 
bour Paul Tompkins in Forge Road, 
Wollaston. 

Jones, of Forge Road, appeared at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court on Tues¬ 
day. He will return to the court for a 
plea and case management hearing on 
March 29. He did not enter a plea. 

A trial is expected to take place in 
July. 

Scores of tributes have been paid on¬ 
line to Mr Tompkins, who friends knew 
as ‘Tonka’. His body was found on New 
Year’s Day. 

Anyone who can help the investiga¬ 
tion is asked to call 101. 

Cider festival to 
be held at new bar 

A REAL ale ‘micro bar’ in a former shop 
unit in Stourbridge is holding its first 
cider festival. 

The event at Barbridge in Victoria 
Passage, between Talbot Street and 
High Street, runs from today (Thurs¬ 
day) to Sunday, from noon to lam. 



UPTO 
75% OFF 


ABIE & BROIHIEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 

SOFAS, 

VINYLS AND 
LAMINATES 


& 


Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 

PLUS FREE FITTING ON SELECTED RANGES 

Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

C" www.ablecarpets.co.uk 

FREEPHONE 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


• Halesowen • Hasbury 

• Cradley • Hayley Green 

• Oldhill • Rowley Regis 

• Blackheath • Oldbury 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 


Homeclad 



■ • FAS Cl AS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



Broken Dentures? 

1 hour i 

•The Dental Shop 

denture i 

W Emergency Denture 

repair 1 

Repairs 

service 1 

* Daytime 01384 413444 

Est. 1981 f 

Out of hours 07701 067261 

| 201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE | 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cuffing and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 
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NIP worried 
by threat 
to landfill 
site funds 

DUDLEY North MP Ian Austin has 
criticised Government proposals that 
could shut down an environmental 
fund that has invested £1.8 million in 
Dudley. 

The Landfill Communities Fund 
(LCF) was established in 1997 to com¬ 
pensate local communities affected by 
landfill activity. 

The scheme supports the work of 
local environmental trusts and has 
spent £1.8m on sporting facilities, 
social projects and the restoration of 
landmarks across the borough. 

As a result of proposals announced 
in the Government’s recent Autumn 
Statement the scheme is now under 
threat, Mr Austin said. 

Concerns 

The Labour MP has written to Min¬ 
isters to raise concerns over the im¬ 
pact the scheme’s closure could have. 

Mr Austin said: “By deciding to put 
this fund in jeopardy the Government 
has proved yet again that investment 
in our area just isn’t a priority. 

“Projects like the improvements to 
Priory Park just couldn’t have hap¬ 
pened without this funding, so I’m 
raising my concerns directly with 
Government Ministers.” 

A tax on landfill waste was intro¬ 
duced in 1996 to reduce the amount of 
land-filled waste and to promote more 
environmentally sustainable methods 
of waste management. The LCF is a 
way for landfill operators and envi¬ 
ronmental bodies to work in partner¬ 
ship on projects to improve the lives of 
communities near landfill sites. 

Singing astronaut 
talks about space 

THE astronaut who sang the late Da¬ 
vid Bowie’s Space Oddity while in or¬ 
bit on the International Space Station 
(ISS), Colonel Chris Hadfield, is to 
give a talk in Birmingham next week. 

The Canadian former fighter pilot 
will speak about his 35-year flying 
career, including an amazing five 
month stint aboard the ISS. On his 
last day at the space station, he posted 
a farewell music video online, strum¬ 
ming and singing his version of Bow¬ 
ie’s Space Oddity. It has since been 
viewed over 26 million times, making 
him the most famous astronaut since 
Neil Armstrong. 

Tickets are nearly sold out for his 
illustrated lecture at the Symphony 
Hall on Tuesday at 8pm. Call 0121 
345 0600 or see www.thsh.co.uk 

M6 slip road is 
closed for months 

A MOTORWAY slip road near Bir¬ 
mingham has been closed to motor¬ 
ists for maintenance work lasting 
months. The M6 southbound entry 
slip road at Junction 5 near Castle 
Bromwich is shut until early summer. 


Warm tributes paid to Rotary president 



Club president Martyn Hall 


TRIBUTES have been paid to a popular 
Rotary Club president in the Black Coun¬ 
try who has died after a short illness. 

Martyn Hall, who died on December 
29, had been an active member of Stour¬ 
bridge Rotary Club since 2007 and be¬ 
came president in July last year. 

The 70-year-old, from Heath Lane, led 
the club in a range of fundraising and so¬ 
cial activities over recent months. 

Mr Hall moved to the Stourbridge area 
around ten years ago from the Bristol 
area to be nearer to family. Mr Hall leaves 
behind wife Sally and step children. 

Mr Hall had a successful career in 


the chemical industry before retiring to 
Stourbridge. 

He had been an active member of the 
Rotary Club since 2007 taking on the role 
of club secretary before becoming presi¬ 
dent. 

Fellow club member, John Savage, said 
Mr Hall was someone who always took 
part in activities and organising charity 
events. 

He said: “He was an extremely popular 
man in the club, who virtually took on the 
role of club secretary as soon as he joined. 

“He was the type of person who would 
get on with everyone. 


“It is such a sad shock that he is no 
longer with us. He will be very sorely 
missed and all thoughts are with his fam¬ 
ily at this sad time.” 

Mr Savage added that the club would 
also be making a donation to a charity 
that Mr Hall supported. 

“He was involved in several rotary 
charities, especially the White House can¬ 
cer charity in Dudley,” he said. 

“Therefore the club will be making a 
donation to them at the end of the year 
in his memory.” 

Mr Hall’s funeral will take place at 
Stourbridge Crematorium on January 22. 


I love you Mum - the 
last words my son said 


“HE said ‘I love you Mum’. I 
said ‘you never tell me you 
love me’ and he said ‘I just 
did’. I said ‘Happy New Year 
son, see you in the New Year’.” 

Those were the heartbreaking 
final words of Tracey Betts to her 
15-year-old son Callan just hours 
before he died on New Year’s Eve. 

Callan Fendall-Betts died from pneu¬ 
monia less than a week after developing 
a cough. 

The youngster, from Lower Gornal, 
had suffered a lung condition for six 
years and also had epilepsy but neither 
had a major effect on his day-to-day life. 

His devastated parents describe him 
as a ‘cheeky teenager who kept his sense 
of humour right to the end’. 

The teenager had enjoyed Christmas 
before celebrating his first anniversary 
with his girlfriend two days later. He 
was looking forward to the future, hav¬ 
ing been accepted at Halesowen College. 

Ambition 

Callan had a malformed left lung for 
six years and also lived with epilepsy. 
But the conditions were managed and 
did not overshadow his life. His lung 
condition meant he was more suscepti¬ 
ble to illness and his body less able to 
fight infections. 

Father Mark Fendall said: “He was al¬ 
ways active. He would do everything all 
the other kids did, running around and 
playing football in the garden. 

“To look at him you wouldn’t think 
there was anything wrong, he was just 
an ordinary lad. Even down to his sports 
day at primary school, he ran the 100 
metres and did the last 10 metres back¬ 
wards to show he could do it.” 

Miss Betts addd: “He had to be care¬ 
ful. He was on antibiotics to make sure 
he didn’t get colds or chest infections. 
He had regular check-ups. A cold for 
him could hang around. But it was not 
something we thought would limit his 
life in any way.” 

Callan was in his final year at school 
and looking forward to starting at Hale¬ 
sowen College in September. 

His ambition was to teach music, 



Callan Fendall-Betts, 15, of Lower Gornal, died from pneumonia less than a week after developing a cough 


which his parents said was his love. He was a talented 
keyboard player and taught himself to play the piano 
using YouTube clips. He was also said to be ‘totally 
smitten’ with girlfriend Lizzie. 

Mr Fendall said: “He was a joker. He took after 
me with his sense of humour, it was wicked and a bit 
naughty. He could make a joke out of anything.” 

Miss Betts said: “He was silly, funny, happy, loving. 
If you could dream about a child and pick all things for 
it to have, he had them.” 

It was only recently that Callan showed off his mu¬ 


sical talent, at the Halesowen College open evening at 
Himley Hall where he played keyboard. 

Miss Betts said: “He had never played publicly, he 
was always a bit embarrassed about it. That was the 
only time he ever played. That for us was a lovely thing 
to see. That was his love - music.” 

Teachers and pupils at Ellowes Hall Sports College 
wore blue ribbons in tribute at an assembly in his 
memory. The funeral will be held on January 20 but 
the location was still to be confirmed as The Chronicle 
went to Press. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Time to apply for 
a primary place 

PARENTS across Dudley borough 
with children due to start primary 
school in September have been re¬ 
minded to submit their school applica¬ 
tions as soon as possible, if they have 
not already. 

Children born between September 
1, 2011, and August 31, 2012, are to 
start primary school this September. 

Parents can apply for their choice 
of primary school online at www.dud- 
ley.gov.uk/ad missions, or call 01384 
814223 to ask for an application form 
by post. The closing date for applica¬ 
tions is tomorrow (Friday). 

Work to improve 
traffic under way 

A FIVE-MONTH scheme to improve 
bus services and ease congestion 
around Merry Hill shopping centre 
began this week. 

Traffic lights and bus shelters will 
be improved as part of the project, 
which is expected to cause delays in 
the area. 

Work will begin in High Street and 
Coppice Lane in Quarry Bank. Work 
will then move on to Coppice Lane and 
The Boulevard. The scheme is due to 
be completed in June. Officials say it 
will improve journey times for both 
buses and general traffic. 

Patient numbers 
rising at hospital 

STRETCHED staff at Dudley’s main 
hospital dealt with a record number 
of patients arriving by ambulance on 
one day this month, it has emerged. 

A total of 135 patients were brought 
into the accident and emergency de¬ 
partment at Russells Hall Hospital in 
Dudley last Tuesday, January 5. 

It was followed by another 120 
patients on Wednesday, January 6, 
which was a sharp rise on the usual 
average of between 80 to 90 ambu¬ 
lance trips per day. 

Successful kitchen 
firm is on the move 

A KITCHEN retailer in Halesowen is 
moving premises within the town and 
creating extra jobs. 

3D kitchens.net, based on Hale¬ 
sowen Road, will move to the site of 
the former Streetbike showroom on 
Mucklows Hill. A spokesman for the 
company said: “We currently have 13 
staff but moving to new premises will 
see us create more part-time and full¬ 
time roles.” 

The building has been empty since 
Streetbike moved in October 2014. 

Hall visit for couples 

COUPLES can take a look around 
Himley Hall to see if it is the wedding 
venue for them. A free open day will 
be held next Sunday, January 24, from 
11am to 4pm. Brides and grooms-to- 
be can tour the historic hall’s rooms, 
which offer views down towards the 
lake and 180 acres of grounds. 


DB 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 


KITCHENS & 


West Midlands Ltd 

BATHROOM S 





Quality Installations 
No Deposit Required 


FULL PAYMENT ON COMPLETION 


SUPPLIERS WE USE: 

• TRAVIS PERKINS ' ARMITAGE SHANKS ' RAK CERAMICS 
• TILE CHOICE ‘ LAKES BATHROOMS • TAVISTOCK 



SPECIALIST IN 
NEW BATHROOMS 


1 Design & Planning 

• Fully Fitted Service 
1 Plumbing 

1 Electrical Work 
1 Plastering 

• Tiling 

• 7 Days Start to Finish 
•All Work 

Guaranteed 


DISABILITY 

ADAPTATIONS 


SPECIAL OFFER 


FOR THE 
LESS ABLE 


Remove Exisiting Bath 
Replaster where 
needed 

Supply Walk in Cubicle 
Grab Rails, 
Shower Seat 
Thermostatcic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled 
All Rubbish removed 


ONLY £1895 

including VAT 


SPECIAL OFFER 


LUXURY 

MAKEOVER 


Remove Existing Bath 
Replaster where need¬ 
ed 

Supply & Fit Luxury 
Suite (inc. Vanity Unit) 
Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(upto I8sqm) 

All Rubbish 
Removed 


ONLY £2995 

including VAT 


Call Dan on : 0121 647 3585 

www.db-maintenance.co.uk 
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THE BEST OF ■> 

PETERRHODES^j^ 

SIDDHARTHA Dhar, the British man suspected of 
appearing in the latest Islamic State murder video, was 
arrested in London in 2014. He was accused of belong¬ 
ing to the banned group Al-Muhajiroun and released on 
police bail. A few hours later he and his family simply 
hopped on a bus to Paris and then travelled to IS-con- 
trolled Syria. You may like to ponder this the next time 
some grinning security official confiscates your shampoo 
at the airport, or some pompous politician thunders on 
about “protecting our borders.” Dhar’s case is yet more 
proof that, whether undesirables are coming or going, 
Britain’s borders are about as secure as a colander. 

FOR four days the German media ignored an incon¬ 
venient truth. It was that on New Year’s Eve a gang of up 
to 1,000 boys and men of North African or Arab appear¬ 
ance had poured into Cologne to rape, grope, mug and 
generally terrify women in what appeared to be a planned 
assault. The local police chief describes the outrage as 
“a completely new dimension 
of crime.” There were similar 
incidents in other German cities. 
A mass protest by women 
followed, Chancellor Merkel 
has expressed her disgust and 
the media have, at last, taken 
up the story (“Cologne inquiry 
into ‘co-ordinated’ New Year’s 
Eve sex attacks” - Guardian, 
etc). It is bad enough that such 
a thing could have happened and been hushed 
up by the forces of political correctness. But it raises a 
truly terrifying question. If 1,000 alienated young males 
can organise an attack in the heart of a Western city for 
sexual purposes, what else might they do? 

THE most worrying thing about Jeremy Corbyn’s shad¬ 
ow cabinet reshuffle was that it was agonisingly slow. 
Assuming he ever got to Downing Street, how would this 
great thinker, debater, negotiator and all-round procrasti¬ 
nator react to a sudden crisis? 

SWITCHED on the radio to hear some totally discon¬ 
nected sound-bite? I tuned in to catch a debate on Marks 
& Spencer where someone was “getting his teeth into the 
women’s wear issue.” 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Copper thefts fall by 
more than half in year 


THEFTS of copper cables and sheets have 
more than halved in a year across the West 
Midlands. 

The dramatic drop has seen reported thefts fall 
from 84 in 2014 to 40 last year. 

But the crime is still going unpunished in most cases 
with 59 cases resulting in no suspects being found two 
years ago and a further 34 in 2015. 


The combined figures, 
released by West Midlands 
Police through a Freedom of 
Information request, means 
more than 75 per cent of 
copper thefts have seen no 
prosecutions. 

David Jamieson, Police 
Crime Commissioner at 
West Midlands Police, said: 
“This is a difficult crime to 
police but we will be making 
sure significant efforts are 
put in place to catch the per¬ 
petrators of those crimes. 

Impact 

“By working together 
with public and businesses 
we hope to continue reduc¬ 
ing cable thefts. It is a se¬ 
rious crime that damages 
the economy and can have 
a huge impact on the people 
involved.” 

The Black Country has 
been blighted by copper 
thefts over the last few years 
with thieves targetting 
builder’s merchants, proper¬ 
ties and even churches and 
war memorials. 

An amateurish plan to 
steal copper from a roof 
came unstuck in July 2014 
when the wannabe thieves 


By James Fisher 


had to be rescued by emer¬ 
gency services. The five men 
had climbed on to the roof 
of the old Shenstone House 
care home, Halesowen, and 
had started removing rolling 
up the copper before the po¬ 
lice helicopter arrived. 

In another case, thieves 
stripped the roof of St Mat¬ 
thew’s Church in Walsall 
leaving a £400,000 repair 
bill in 2011. The theft left 
rainwater leaking through 
the roof. 

Copper piping was ripped 
from the wall of a Black 
Country home, causing a 
gas leak and forcing five 
properties to be evacuated, 
the same year when some 
eight people were ushered 
from the rented flats in Malt 
Mill Lane, Halesowen. 

Copper was also stolen 
from a Walsall war memo¬ 
rial while workmen were 
still carrying out repairs 
following a previous attack 
in 2010. Metal was stripped 
from the monument’s roof 
at Barr Beacon causing 
£4,000 worth of damage. 


Megan’s blossoming career 



Megan Evans, of Rowley Regis, learning about gardening 


A STUDENT is on the way 
to a blossoming career in 
gardening after gaining a 
place on a top course. 

Megan Evans, 21, from 
Rowley Regis, has beaten 
1,500 applicants to secure a 
place on the Homebase Gar¬ 
den Academy programme. 

The year-long programme 
aims to develop the skills 
and knowledge of the stu¬ 
dents and have them work 
alongside award-winning 
garden designer Adam 
Frost. 

Over 12 months Megan 
will spend time learning 
from Mr Frost about garden 
planning and design; work¬ 
ing with top garden suppli¬ 
ers to develop her product 
knowledge covering plant¬ 
ing and landscaping; and 
learn practical horticultural 
skills to earn a RHS Level 1 
Award qualification. 

As part of the programme 
she will also be working at 
Homebase in Oldbury, help¬ 
ing customers with their 
gardening dilemmas. 

“I’m thrilled to have se¬ 
cured a place on the Garden 
Academy programme and 
we have already learnt so 
much,” said Megan. “I’ve 
always loved gardening, so 
to be given the opportunity 
to turn my passion into a 
career is great.” 


A million 
visitors to 
leisure 
centres 

MORE than one million 
people have visited lei¬ 
sure centres in the Dudley 
borough over the last 12 
months, new figures show. 

The figure is margin¬ 
ally down from the previ¬ 
ous year, but bosses have 
praised the number of peo¬ 
ple who continue to stay fit 
and active in the borough. 

Between April 2013 and 
March 2014, there were 
around 1.27 million visits 
logged to leisures centres 
in Dudley, Halesowen and 
Stourbridge. In the same 
period a year later there 
were more than 1.25 million 
visits. 

The council says an in¬ 
crease in the range of ac¬ 
tivities on offer, and a £1.5 
million revamp of gyms has 
helped attract people. 

Popular 

Leisure boss Councillor 
Khurshid Ahmed has high¬ 
lighted the schemes availa¬ 
ble to users. He said: “More 
than 1,255,000 visits were 
made to our leisure centres 
last year, which shows that 
our leisure services continue 
to be popular with people. 
There has been an increase 
of nearly 7,000 visitors to 
Halesowen and Crystal lei¬ 
sure centres and Dudley 
Leisure Centre has contin¬ 
ued to attract hundreds of 
thousands of visitors despite 
competition from budget 
gyms. 

“The centres have regu¬ 
larly updated fitness pro¬ 
grammes to keep users 
motivated.” 
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Mountain of 
rubbish is 
to be cleared 

WORK is at last under way to clear 
a huge mountain of rubbish that has 
been blighting homes in Brierley Hill 
for more than six years. 

Waste once towered to around 40ft 
at the Refuse Derived Fuel plant, in 
Moor Street, leading to a campaign 
from councillors and residents to 
clean-up the huge eyesore. 

The mound, which recently stood 
at around 19ft, led to a lengthy court 
battle to have it removed. The saga re¬ 
sulted in High Court action with com¬ 
pany director Robert McNaughton 
jailed for failing to remove it. 

However, contractors on Monday 
moved onto the site to begin prepara¬ 
tions to start moving the waste, a pro¬ 
cess which will take several months. 

Officials from the Environment 
Agency said that they have been 
working on the issue. 

Marc Lidderth, environment man¬ 
ager at the agency, said: “We’ve been 
working closely with the landowners 
of the former RDF Ltd site to make 
sure the remaining waste is cleared, 
but not at the expense of the taxpayer. 

“The landowners have agreed to 
fund the clearance of the site and it 
is expected it will take approximately 
eight months to clear the rubbish. 

“We’re informing local residents of 
these latest developments and would 
like to thank them for their support 
and patience.” 

Art event at library 
for a Blue Monday 

A ‘BLUE Monday’ art therapy session 
is being held in Oldbury Library on 
Monday, January 18, from 10.30am 
to 1pm. 

Call 0121 552 5933 for more infor¬ 
mation about the event at the Hale¬ 
sowen Street library, when visitors 
are offered the chance to try their 
hand at art and enjoy a cup of coffee. 


Visitor numbers are up at the 
Black Country Living Museum 


Golfers club together to help babies 



Halesowen Golf Club captains B 

HALESOWEN Golf Club Captains, 
Brian Coldrick and Elaine Povey had 
a very busy year both on and off the 
course. 

At the start of the year they nom¬ 
inated the Neonatal Unit at Russells 
Hall Hospital as their Captains’ Char¬ 
ity with a target to raise a minimum 
of £3,000 to purchase a phototherapy 
unit for the treatment of prematurely 
born babies with jaundice. 

Their hard work in organising 


ian Coldrick and Elaine Povey with 

various golf and social fundraising 
activities certainly paid off with the 
generosity of club members, donations 
and sponsorship from local businesses 
boosting the fund. 

Brian and Elaine visited Russells 
Hall to hand over their proceeds of 
£7,055.40 to the staff in the Neonatal 
Unit, who were very grateful to Hale¬ 
sowen Golf Club for all of their efforts 
in 2015. The medics asked the cap¬ 
tains to pass on their thanks to every- 


the cheque for the neonatal unit 

one that had contributed towards such 
a magnificent donation. 

The 2016 Captains, Ralph Dicker 
and Audrey Parry, have announced 
Halas Homes as their charity for 
this year. Halas Homes is a Halesow¬ 
en-based charity that has been caring 
for people with learning difficulties for 
more than 50 years. 

Captains also include Senior Cap¬ 
tain Steve Wagstaff and Junior Cap¬ 
tain Dan Povey. 


VISITOR numbers are up by eight per cent at the Black Coun¬ 
try Living Museum in the last 12 months — raking in an extra 
£500,000 to put towards new attractions. 

A total of 292,530 visitors passed through the doors in 2015, up more 
than 50,000 in the past two years. 

Bosses are remaining tight lipped on where the money will be spent but said 
it will help the ‘future stability’ of the museum. 

Chiefs said they were delighted 
with the figures coming after a series 
of high profile projects, including film¬ 
ing for the new series of hit television 
show Peaky Blinders at the museum. 

The upturn in figures comes after 
the attraction experienced a slump in 
numbers around four years ago. 

Poor weather had hit numbers in 
2012 which were 16 per cent lower 
than in 2011, which peaked at 298,965. 

Recovering 

Visitor numbers have markedly im¬ 
proved since 2012 when they stood at 
249,574 and 2013 when they fell to 
240,088. 

In 2014 numbers were up to 271,467 
and have risen again for the last 12 
months, almost recovering to 2011 
levels. 

The museum’s deputy chief execu¬ 
tive, Laura Wakelin, said: “2015 was a 
very strong year for the museum. 

“We’re delighted, especially as it 
means we are now able to invest the 
surplus of £500,000 into the Museum 
to support future sustainability.” 

Popular events such as the 1940s 
weekend, bonfire night and Halloween 
are among the highlights in the cal¬ 
ender at the Tipton Road attraction, 
which has Victorian and 1930s streets. 


Whodunnit 
play is right 
to go wrong 

AUDIENCES at a school in Halesow¬ 
en will be preparing for drama and 
comedy as the Open Door Theatre 
Company stages its latest play at the 
Furnace Lane school 

The Murderer of Checkmate Manor 
by The Farndale Townswomen’s 
Guild will see dancing divas, collaps¬ 
ing sets and all manner of mistakes on 
stage in a play designed to go wrong. 

It will be at Earls High School to¬ 
morrow (Friday) and Saturday at 
7.30pm. It will be directed by Mike 
Smith and is described as suitable for 
all ages. 

Tickets are £4 to £5 and can be re¬ 
served by emailing beakerman@btin 
ternet.com. 

The Open Door Theatre Company 
have been in existence for more than 
ten years and previous shows have 
included Romeo & Juliet, Terry 
Pratchett’s Guards! Guards! and The 
Importance of Being Earnest. 
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No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 
completed , 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


[Windows & Doors, Conservatories, 

Orangeries, Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards _ 

f Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous 
quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has 
m “ more experience and know 

how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we 

, _ have been in 

2 SE a"aT=* rr - b =r 

R | | d 30 years. 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


Repair 

Service 

Available 


X Replace the ^ 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
l room you can use . 
year round Jt 1 


Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give Rydale a ring... 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Long Lane, Blackheath. 
Halesowen B62 9LS 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Sunday Closed 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, January 14, 2016 


















































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, January 14, 2016 


6 


IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Spending 
lots on sink 
estates not 
the answer 


FROM what we are constantly being 
told, you would be forgiven for thinking 
we lived in times of austerity, what with 
museums, libraries and police stations 
closing left, right and centre. 

But when it comes to the sort of gran¬ 
diose, ‘legacy’ projects that all politicians 
love, it is amazing how easy it is to find 
the odd £100 million or so. This week the 
Prime Minister pledged to end problems 
with crime, gangs, drugs and unemploy¬ 
ment by splashing out £140 million on 
transforming Britain’s 100 worst estates. 

I think we know the drill. Spectacular 
footage of 1950s tower blocks crashing 
to the ground, ‘partnerships’ with con¬ 
struction companies, the mayor in a high- 
viz jacket laying the foundation stone. 
And a few months down the line, reports 
start filtering through about peaceful 
neighbourhoods disrupted by “problem” 
families which have been relocated. 

Do they really think it is that easy? Give 
the local gang leader a shiny new flat and 
solar panels, and he turns into a stalwart 
of the neighbourhood watch committee? 

The sad truth is there are some people 
with a less-than-healthy attitude towards 
their neighbours, and they do have to live 
somewhere- somewhere that is nowhere 
near us. We don’t need to demolish the 
sink estates, just move the law-abiding 
residents out. Leave the asbo families to 
fight it out among themselves. 

■ ■■ 

WOLVERHAMPTON is not a city. The 
Black Country doesn’t exist. And all the 
major towns of the West Midlands are re¬ 
ally just suburbs of Birmingham. 

Yes, that is the criteria of the not-es- 
pecially thoughtful think-tank Centre for 
Cities, which argues that because the 
area between the West Midlands’ major 
towns and cities are predominantly built 
up, they all count as a single economic 
area. And yet, because there is a strip 
of greenery between the Black Country 
and Telford, the new town actually does 
constitute a city, even though it doesn’t 
have what most of us would recognise as 
a town or city centre. 

They probably don’t realise this, but 
in the rush hour you can drive from the 
Black Country to Telford in about half an 
hour, the same journey to Brum will take 
double, maybe treble that. So which will 
have the closer economic ties? 

The worrying thing is, when we get the 
combined authority forced on us, it will 
be think-tanks like this advising local and 
central government on where the money 
should go. Just bostin, ay it? 

■ ■■ 

SELF-appointed national treasure Ste¬ 
phen Fry has been chosen as the face to 
greet arrivals at Heathrow Airport, offer¬ 
ing visitors tips on British etiquette. 

They’re missing a trick, as it would 
have been better to have used his film at 
the Jungle in Calais. It would put me off 
jumping in a refrigerator truck to Dover. 





Angus Mitchell, one-time playboy and a skilled hairdresser Perfect couple? - how they were portrayed in the public eye 


Blonde beauty - Sian is now barred from leaving California 


The model, billionaire 
and the custody fight 



ROB GOLLEDGE looks at 
one Staffordshire family’s fight 
for custody which could be 
straight out of a US soap opera 


IT WAS the fairytale marriage of a 
girl from a Staffordshire village and 
a Hollywood tycoon. 

But now model Sian Mitchell and her 
husband Angus, the heir to the one bil¬ 
lion dollar Paul Mitchell beauty empire, 
are in a bitter legal battle over their di¬ 
vorce and the custody of their son. 

Sian, from Great Wyrley married Mr Mitch¬ 
ell last year and gave birth to Dylan seven 
months ago. But 19 days later, divorce pro¬ 
ceedings were taken against Mrs Mitchell. 

She has been banned from leaving Califor¬ 
nia with her baby by the US courts, meaning 
she is trapped in the West Coast state. 

Mrs Mitchell’s grandmother Pauline Mor¬ 
gan has said that she has had to ‘pay the price 
for falling in love’. Mrs Morgan, from Love 
Lane, said she has not seen her granddaughter 
for 15 months. “All Sian wants to do is to come 
to the UK for a holiday, yet these legal battles 
are forbidding her to leave,” she said. 

Flown 

“It has all happened so quickly, we are all in 
shock.They seemed incredibly happy together 
and even were due to have a separate marriage 
over here in November. They seemed perfect 
together. He would even call me Nan,” she 
added. “It’s heartbreaking. She’s paying the 
price for falling in love.” 

Because of the ban, Mrs Mitchell’s family 
are yet to meet the new arrival. Her mother 
Debra has flown out to be with her. 

The case has been raised for the first time 
by South Staffordshire MP Gavin Williamson. 
He has delivered a petition of 154 family and 
friends of Mrs Mitchell calling on the British 
Government to do all it can to assist her. 

Mr Williamson told the Commons: “My con¬ 
stituent Sian Mitchell moved to the United 
States last year, following her engagement 


and marriage to an American citizen. Sadly, 
shortly after the birth of her son earlier this 
year, her marriage fell apart. 

“Her multi-millionaire husband, Mr Angus 
Mitchell, has taken out court orders prevent¬ 
ing Sian from taking her child out of the State 
of California until proceedings have been re¬ 
solved, making it as difficult as possible for her 
to bring up her son in the way she wishes. 

“Sian is away from her family and relies on 
their emotional support during this extremely 
difficult time. She is desperate to return home 
to the United Kingdom with her child to allow 
her family to have the chance to meet this lit¬ 
tle boy for the first time.” 

Mrs Mitchell grew up in Great Wyrley where 
she was known as Sian Morgan. She went to 
school in Brewood and was a member of the 
girl band ICandy which made it through to 
the X Factor boot camp in 2010. She was also 


named Miss Coventry in the same year. She is 
now in her mid-20s. 

Mr Mitchell, 45, was born into the legacy of 
late legendary hairstylist Paul Mitchell. He 
was educated by Vidal Sassoon stylists and 
started to craft his own signature style. He 
travels the world for hair events on behalf of 
Paul Mitchell. He lives in Los Angeles. 

It is believed he met Mrs Mitchell while she 
was modelling in the States. 

The Paul Mitchell luxury hair brand is re¬ 
portedly worth more than 1 billion dollars per 
year. Paul Mitchell was born in Carnwath, 
Scotland, in 1936, but was initially called 
Cyril. He went on to become a nationally-re- 
nowned hairdresser and moved to New York in 
1960 after being invited by Vidal Sassoon and 
his empire was born. He died in 1989 aged 53. 

His son Angus now runs the business with 
his father’s original business partner John 



Sian met Angus while modelling in the US 


Paul DeJoria. The petition delivered to the 
Commons states: “The petitioners believe that 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and 
the Government should offer as much support 
and assistance to her as possible so she can 
return to the UK. The petitioners therefore 
request that the House of Commons urges the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the 
Government to make representations to the 
US Government and the State of California 
to press the issue and get a resolution to the 
problem at the earliest possible stage.” 

Mr Williamson added: “This is an incredibly 
sad case and I have asked the Government to 
do all it can in offering consular advice to Mrs 
Mitchell and her family. Her family in Great 
Wyrley are desperate to meet the baby for the 
first time and concerned for Mrs Mitchell who 
is after all, a young woman caught up in legal 
proceedings in a foreign country.” 
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Hippodrome can put town back on the map 

B Osborne, Dudley, wrote no serious in other areas? Dudley was at one time ideal opportunity to put Dudley back 
theatre company has applied to save a lively town, the shopping compared on the map. 

Dudley Hippodrome in the last 30 well with Birmingham and Wolver- B Osborne expresses concern about 
years — the simple fact being that hampton, with thriving zoo, Hippo- the looks of the Hippodrome, yet says 
there was never any reason until now. drome, even a small rollerdrome and nothing about how the area would look 
It was never threatened with being de- cinemas. if it was flattened and the problems 

molished. If council members want to bring that could arise. Dudley has had more 

While singing the praises of council Dudley into the 21st century they need than its fair share of demonstrations 
members, B Osborne fails to acknowl- to revitalise it, not let it decline. Fol- over land. 

edge that under these council members low the example of other councils with It’s not only Dudley that needs 
Dudley fell into decline. leisure, entertainment areas, in some bringing into the 21st century, it’s the 

It is disputed that the Hippodrome cases ice rinks — and their theatres are council members who are responsible 
could be a wonderful business oppor- still part of the entertainment drawing for its decline, 
tunity. How did they compile such evi- in thousands of visitors. H J ROPER 

dence when other theatres are thriving The coming of the Metro line is an Tipton 


Corbyn’s 
choice is a 
shambles 

THE blessed Jeza has pro¬ 
moted Emily Thornberry to 
the position of Shadow De¬ 
fence spokesperson. Great 
choice! 

Her CV for a Jeremy 
Corbyn post is exemplary. 
She’s anti-Trident, been 
paid £14,500 by Leigh Day 
and Co - the now disgraced 
law firm who have tried to 
concoct stories to blacken 
the names of our troops and 
make millions for them¬ 
selves - and, of course, way 
back she was a Socialist 
Worker activist whilst at 
university. 

The full package we now 
have on defence of the realm 
is Emily, Ken Livingstone 
well-known for his efforts to 
bring peace to Ireland, the 
Middle East, etc, and Jer¬ 
emy himself with his links 
to various organisations 
whose aim is to weaken our 
Armed Forces. 

Let us fervently hope for 
the safety of ourselves and 
future generations that La¬ 
bour never achieve power. 

A M ETHERIDGE 
Dudley 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Ranting dog owners 
are a selfish bunch 

WHAT a selfish bunch you are! The dog owners ranting 
about the ‘dog ban’ at Himley Hall. 

Why should dog owners have the monopoly on the park? 
Maybe you need reminding it is a stately home, public 
grounds and gardens, it is not a dog park! Why shouldn’t 
everyone enjoy it? 

Your dogs may not have been any trouble, unfortu¬ 
nately this isn’t always the case. I have seen many inci¬ 
dents over the years, a young child during a picnic being 
knocked to the ground distraught when a dog ran at the 
food. I was nearly knocked to the ground by two dogs, the 
owner couldn’t have cared less. My son had to put him¬ 
self between a dog and his young daughter who was in her 
pushchair, it doesn’t bear thinking about what could have 
happened if he hadn’t. Someone’s dog was attacked by an¬ 
other dog although hers was on a lead. A lady who was dis¬ 
abled asaid she was so nervous of the dogs running around 
she wouldn’t be coming back, it goes on and on. 

So you are upset that a third of the park will be a dog-free 
zone, well you have the other two thirds don’t you, isn’t 
that enough? 

M J TAYLOR 
Sedgley 


Absurdity 
of gender 
neutrality 

I SEE that Maria Miller has 
now turned her attention to 
the promotion of the trans¬ 
gender cause following on 
from her successful achieve¬ 
ment with gay marriage. 

Among her proposals is 
that nobody should declare 
gender so that everybody 
becomes gender neutral. 

The absurdity of this, 
apart from being offensive 
to the majority of the gen¬ 
der normal population, was 
soon apparent on BBC’s 
Newsnight, when one of the 
speakers pointed out that 
sexual equality, e.g. wage 
equality could not be mon¬ 
itored. 

The other speaker, who 
was very pro the argument, 
said they did not want to be 
bound by gender. 

Just what is meant by 
that escapes me. 

I hope Miss Miller’s con¬ 
stituents are satisfied that 
their interests are being 
protected while she is ab¬ 
sorbed in this fringe subject. 

A DRING 
Kingswinford 


/ 


..With our specialist 
in Acupuncture, 
Acupressure, 

Cupping & Ear Candle 



We can help if you 


We can also help 


Suffer with pains in neck, shoulder, elbow, 
lower back & knee 

Suffer with pain or arthritis, trapped 
nervous, soft tissue injury & sciatica 

Suffer with pain from swollen joints after 
operations such as hip replacement and 
knee replacement 

Suffer with overweight 


• Infertile couples to get pregnant with a 
high success rate through acupuncture 
and herbs 

• Infertile couples improving egg quality 
and sperm count prior to IVF treatment 

Or any symptoms you are not sure of, visit us 
for a confidential consultation or telephone 
for an appointment 


UK Registered 
20 Years 
Experience 

10B Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen 


0121 585 9393 


Open 10.30-5.30 
Monday - Saturday 




> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 


Don't Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms • Extensions 
• Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 

From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


The Largest Working luce 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 


What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 



At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

w THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN . 2 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom Stourport Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 33 High Street, Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

01384 232413 01299 877718 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Open Tue, Wed & Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 

Thursdays 9am - 7pm Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 

Saturdays 10am - 4pm Stourport closed Monday & Friday 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 




www.qkm.org.uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Find us at: 

Mill Street, Brierley Hill 
01384 74166 


LARGE FREE CAR PARK AT 
REAR OF STORE 
Little Cottage Street, DY51RG 


OPEN 

Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm 
Sat 9am-5.30pm Sun 11am-4.30pm 


Supporters of Mary 
Stevens Hospice 



3 FLOORS OF 
FAMOUS NAMES 



Top slimmer Rachel loses 
over six stone in the gp 



Rachel before Rachel after 

Chopper base to be scrapped 


AT a glittering ceremony on 
Saturday Halesowen’s Ra¬ 
chel Gillies won the national 
award of Slimmer of the Year. 

Rachel was chosen from hun¬ 
dreds of entries having lost more 
than six and a half stones in 
weight and an incredible 58 inch¬ 
es in just ten months — dropping 
from dress size 24 to 12. 

But it was not just her weight loss 
which inspired the award panel to se¬ 
lect her for the award. When Rachel 
first enrolled at Gymophobics in Hale¬ 
sowen she was struggling with severe 
back problems after surgery and had 
trouble even getting out of bed. 

Steroid injections and comfort eat¬ 
ing had caused Rachel’s weight to bal¬ 
loon to 19 stone but now her body fat 
has dropped by some 43 per cent with 
a 15 point reduction in her body mass 
index. It has also dramatically reduced 
her cardio vascular risk factors. 

Healthier 

Rachel said: “I am over the moon to 
have won this award. My family are so 
proud of me. 

“I am now fitter, healthier and hap¬ 
pier. I can’t stop smiling!’ 

Gymophobics is a nation wide group 
of ladies’ weight and inch loss centres, 
owned and managed by franchisees 
under licence. 

The Halesowen Centre is owned and 
managed by Andrea Withers and she, 
along with her team of instructors, 
give personalised programmes to each 
of their ladies, whose ages range from 
teens to 70 plus. 

Rachel’s award was presented at 
Stoke’s Moat House Hotel in front of 
gym users and staff from across the 
UK. She will be an inspiration to the 
hundreds of members at the Hale¬ 
sowen centre, in High Street. For 
further details see www.gymophobics. 
co.uk or call Andrea on 0121 448 1743. 


A POLICE helicopter base which 
serves three forces in the region will 
be scrapped this year in a bid to save 
money and ensure police air support 
is ‘used properly’. 

The National Police Air Service, 
which provides flight support to po¬ 
lice forces across the country, re¬ 
cently confirmed it is closing 10 of its 
25 bases. 

It means the helicopter used to 
jointly serve Staffordshire Police, 
West Midlands Police and West Mer¬ 


cia Police will now be based in Bir¬ 
mingham instead of at Halfpenny 
Green Airport, near Stourbridge. 

The nearest aircraft available will 
attend requests for assistance instead 
of individual forces owning and oper¬ 
ating their own helicopter. 

Police helicopters are normally 
called out to help police find missing 
people or help in the capture of sus¬ 
pects using thermal-imaging camera 
which detect body heat while crews 
direct officers on the ground. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 
POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER 

ELECTION 2016 

PLEASE READ THIS INFORMATION AS IT AFFECTS YOUR DECISION 
TO HAVE AN INPUT IN THE FUTURE OF OUR POLICE FORCE. 

• WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE YOUR POLICE FORCE PERFORMING BETTER, MORE 
COMPETENT AND ACCOUNTABLE? 

• WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE YOUR LOCAL POLICE STATIONS REOPEN? 

• WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE MORE POLICE OFFICERS ON OUR STREETS? 

• WHEN YOU CALL THE POLICE DO YOU EXPECT A BETTER RESPONSE? 

• DO YOU FEEL YOUR POLICE FORCE IS POLITICALLY RUN? 

• DO YOU FEEL POLICE OFFICERS SHOULD BE INVESTIGATED MORE THOROUGHLY 
WHEN A COMPLAINT IS MADE BY THE PUBLIC AND COMPLAINTS WHERE REQUIRED 
SHOULD BE OVERSEEN BY YOUR POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER, AND IF NEED BE, 
NON INFLUENTIAL PARTIES? 

• DO YOU FEEL THAT ANY POLICE OFFICER THAT CAUSES INJURY OR DEATH TO A 
MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHILST DRIVING A POLICE VEHICLE SHOULD FACE MORE 
SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES, RATHER THAN THE RECENT CASE IN JAN 2015 WHERE A 
POLICE OFFICER WAS ACQUITTED FOR CAUSING DEATH BY CARELESS DRIVING? IF 
THAT WERE YOU OR I, THEY WOULD HAVE THROWN THE BOOK AT US. 

• HAVE YOU BEEN A VICTIM OF CRIME WHEREBY YOU FELT THE RESPONSE WAS POOR, 
OR HAVE YOU BEEN THE VICTIM OF A CRIME WHEREBY YOU HAVE BEEN OFFERED 
NOTHING MORE THAN A CRIME NUMBER? 

• DO YOU FEEL THE CHIEF CONSTABLE SHOULD BE MORE ACCOUNTABLE FOR HIS 
OFFICERS ACTIONS? 

• DO YOU FEEL THE CHIEF CONSTABLE SHOULD BE MADE MORE ACCOUNTABLE FOR 
ANY POOR PERFORMANCE UNDER HIS CONTROL, AND BE ACCOUNTABLE TO THE 
EXTENT THAT THE TERMS OF HIS CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT BE REVIEWED AT 
ANYTIME? 

WEBSITE - pccwmp2016.com E MAIL - pccwmp@yahoo.co.uk 


IF YOU HAVE ANSWERED YES TO ANY OR ALL OF THE STATED, THEN TO CHANGE 
THIS I NEED YOUR VOTE. VOTE FOR ME - DEAN EGAN AT THE NEXT POLICE & CRIME 
COMMISSIONERS VOTING DAY IN 2016. 

UNLIKE SOME OF MY CONTENDERS, I AM NOT CONNECTED TO ANY POLITICAL PARTY, 
THUS, NO PRESSURE CAN BE IMPOSED ON ME FROM THOSE RUNNING OUR COUNTRY, 
THUS, ANY INVESTIGATIONS OR DECISION THAT I MAKE, CANNOT BE INTERFERED 
WITH BY ANY POLITICAL LEADER. 

YOUR CURRENT POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER IS PART OF THE LABOUR PARTY 
AND LETS NOT FORGET, SINCE ONLY BEING IN POST SOME 12 MONTHS, WE HAVE LOST 
1600 POLICE OFFICERS, 28 POLICE STATION CLOSURES, STAFF ARE LOSING THEIR JOBS 
AND THIS IS JUST THE TIP OF THE ICEBERG, REMEMBER THE LABOUR PARTY RAN OUR 
GOVERNMENT FOR MANY YEARS AND LOOK WHERE THAT’S LEFT OUR COUNTRY. DO 
NOT CHOOSE ANOTHER POLITICAL PUPPET; CHOOSE AN INDEPENDENT PERSON LIKE 
MYSELF WHO WILL WORK HARD FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE WEST MIDLANDS AND ITS 
COMMUNITIES. 

I AM HERE TO REPRESENT THE PEOPLE, THEIR COMMUNITIES AND THEIR VOICE 
AND WILL HOLD ANY OFFICER, NO MATTER WHAT THEIR RANK, RESPONSIBLE 
AND ACCOUNTABLE FOR ANY COMPLAINTS WHICH ARE UPHELD. FORGET YOUR 
FORMAL WARNINGS FOR OFFICERS WATCHING EXPLICIT MATERIAL ON TAX PAYERS 
COMPUTERS WHILST BEING PAID FOR BY THE TAX PAYER, AND STAFF THAT ADJUST 
RECORDS TO SUIT THEIR OWN MISDEMEANOURS. THESE PEOPLE DESERVE NOTHING 
MORE THAN DISMISSAL AND I ASSURE YOU, IF I AM DULY ELECTED, THIS I WILL SEEK 
TO DO AND OBTAIN A POLICE FORCE YOU THE PUBLIC CAN THEN AGAIN PUT YOUR 
FAITH AND TRUST IN. 

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO EMAIL ME AT ANYTIME WITH ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE 
AND I ASSURE YOU ALL QUESTIONS WILL BE ANSWERED. 

MY MANIFESTO WHICH IS ON MY WEB SITE CONTAINS MANY ISSUES AND POINTS YOU 
THE PUBLIC NEED TO BE AWARE OF AND WHY IT IS SO IMPERATIVE YOU VOTE FOR ME 
AT THE NEXT 2016 ELECTION. 

TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE AT THE 2016 
POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONERS ELECTION 
THEN PLEASE DO NOT WASTE, VOTE FOR ME. 

DEAN EGAN 

AN INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE WORKING INDEPENDENTLY 
FOR ITS VOTERS AND THEIR COMMUNITIES. 

VOTING FOR ME WOULD ENHANCE THE POSSIBILITIES OF ABETTER PERFORMING 
POLICE FORCE THAN THE ONE WE CURRENTLY HAVE AT OUR DISPOSAL. 
MAKE YOUR POLICE FORCE AND ITS OFFICERS 
PRODUCTIVE AND MORE ACCOUNTABLE 
WEBSITE - pccwmp2016.com E MAIL - pccwmp@yahoo.co.uk 



































































Swimmer 
drowned 
after his 
heart failed 


A PENSIONER from Halesowen drowned af¬ 
ter suffering heart failure while swimming at 
a gym pool, an inquest heard. 

Raymond Short, from Halesowen, was found at the 
bottom of a swimming pool at the DW Sports and Fitness 
centre in Kidderminster by a fellow gym member. He was 
pulled from the water by swimmers and a cleaner but was 


pronounced dead in hospital 
later. 

An inquest at Stourport 
Coroner’s Court heard how 
swimmer Stephen Parkins 
raised the alarm when the 
79-year-old, of Blackberry 
Lane, failed to resurface on 
August 25 last year. 

Mr Short, who used the 
gym twice a week, had been 
swimming under the water 
and travelled a length be¬ 
fore stopping. 

Mr Parkins told the hear¬ 
ing: “I swam to the far end 
of the pool and as I swam 
back I noticed movement 
under the water. I turned 
around to do another length 
and noticed he hadn’t come 
towards me. He still ap¬ 
peared to be in the same po¬ 
sition. I am deliberating for 
a few seconds thinking he 
should have been up by now. 
That’s when I got concerned 
and alerted the cleaner.” 


By Richard Guttrid ge 

No other gym staff were 
at the poolside apart from 
the cleaner but staff were 
quickly alerted and began 
administering CPR while 
they waited for paramedics. 

Mr Short was taken to the 
Worcestershire Royal Hospi¬ 
tal but could not be saved. 

Worcestershire assistant 
coroner David Reid heard 
pool checks were carried out 
every 15 minutes. Reception 
staff checked CCTV every 
half an hour and someone 
would go to the poolside 
to check 15 minutes either 
side. Since the tragedy, pool 
checks have been carried 
out every 10 minutes. 

Doctors concluded Mr 
Short drowned after suffer¬ 
ing a ‘cardiac arrhythmic 
event’. 

Mr Reid recorded a ver¬ 
dict of accidental death. 


Big Sam books 
his place in final 



The autobiography by Sam Allardyce joins the story 
of Steven Gerrard’s career on the prize nominations 


DUDLEY-BORN football manager Sam Allardyce will join 
former England star Steven Gerrard on the list for the best 
sports autobiography of 2016. 

Sunderland boss Allardyce will join the ex-Liverpool 
captain in competing for Autobiography of the Year at the 
Cross Sport Book Awards. 

Allardyce has had a long career in football, taking Bol¬ 
ton to the Europa League as well as playing for West Bro¬ 
mwich Albion and Coventry City. His autobiography, Big 
Sam, charts his 43-year career, from his early days at the 
Sky Blues to his current position as manager of the Black 
Cats. He made more than 400 appearances, playing for Bol¬ 
ton, Sunderland, Millwall, Tampa Bay Rowdies, Coventry, 
Huddersfield, Preston North End, West Bromwich Albion 
and Limerick. In management he took charge of Limerick, 
Blackpool and Notts County before managing Bolton7. 

The former Baggies assistant manager is nominated 
alongside 20-time Champion Jockey A.P McCoy, six-time 
world snooker champion Steve Davis and 1991 Formula 
One Champion Nigel Mansell. 



Changing the shape of HALESOWEN 


• Ladies only • No fitness • No age limit 

• 30 minute required • No mirrors 

sessions • VIP attention • Membership 

• Fast results • No waiting from £1 a day 


www.gymophobics.co.uk/halesowen 


YOUR YEAR FOR A 
FABULOUS NEW FIGURE? 




MAKE 2016 THE YEAR YOU 
ACHIEVE THE FIGURE YOU DESERVE. 

Lose weight and inches in all the right places with Gymophobics unique 
Resisted Tension system that has helped more than 200,000 women throug 
the UK. You will love the beautiful feminine surroundings, the friendly, 
welcoming staff and the VIP attention. You will love how the 'air' machines take 
the work out of the workouts and take just 30 minutes per visit. Best of all, you 
will love the fast results! 


51 HIGH STREET, HALESOWEN B63 3BG 

0121-448 1743 


LADIESONLY 

www.Gymophobics.co.uk 



INLITEN FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 



.Including 

fitting! 





INLITEN BACK 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 



Make Your Home a Winter with 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd 

QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 


.Including 
fitting! 





It's the Best Time of Year to Fit Nevv Windows! 

• Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 

No payment until completion 

Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 

Visit our showroom 
Deal direct with the owner 


% 


QmnfhDYtfftTtJT) OmM* 


...Including 
fitting AND VATI 


Sealed Units 
Replacement available 


it Cass to be nYMnmsA 



HASBURY WlNDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 | 0121 421 2104 




TRADE 

ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm | Sat - 10.00am - 1.00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am - 9.00pm 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


Highest Quality Products supplied by QQ 

jj>( ampin y y y y y 
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Offer available at time of quotation only 


TEL 0845 6030334 


www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 


(local rate) 
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storm 


* 

HomeProl 



Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 




















MP’s support 
for a ip cut 
in beer duty 

WARLEY MP John Spellar has 
thrown his backing behind calls to the 
Chancellor for a further cut in beer 
duty in the next Budget. 

Beer duty has been cut by lp in the 
past three budgets. 

A motion has now been put forward 
calling for the Chancellor George Os¬ 
borne to extend this for the fourth 
year in succession. 

Mr Spellar said: “I’m very pleased 
to join the call for a further cut in beer 
duty. 

“Beer drinkers in the UK pay a 
much higher tax on each pint and a 
further cut will be a welcome boost to 
customers and pubs alike.” 

According to the motion in the 
House of Commons the three lp cuts 
to beer duty have ‘led to an additional 
19,000 vital jobs. 

It urges the Government to ‘sus¬ 
tain this momentum by considering a 
further cut in beer duty in the 2016 
Budget which would secure pub jobs 
and help reduce the cost of living for 
hard-working people’. 

Council pays out £650k 
for accidents involving 
its fleet of vehicles 

CASH-STRAPPED Sandwell Council 
has paid out a staggering £653,000 in 
the past five years as a result of ac¬ 
cidents involving its fleet of vehicles. 

There were 744 crashes involving 
447 council vehicles between Septem¬ 
ber 1, 2010 and September 30, 2015. 

These accidents saw the stump up 
a grand total of £653,909.21 for com¬ 
pensation, repairs or replacements 
from its internal coffers, a Freedom 
of Information request has revealed. 

UKIP Councillor Philip Garrett 
called the spending ‘a waste of money’ 
but Sandwell Council leader Darren 
Cooper said the authority did not 
view the figure as ‘disproportionately 
high’, and was aiming to reduce the 
number of accidents. 


Caparo engineering group 
collapsed with £i60m debts 




Masked robbers strike at Dunelm store 



The Dunelm store in Oldbury, where staff were threatened by masked men 


MASKED raiders armed with metal 
bars stormed a home furnishing store 
in Oldbury, threatening staff and es¬ 
caping with cash. 

The gang of four men struck at Dun¬ 
elm, just off Birchley Island, shortly 
before the store closed and forced staff 
to hand over the day’s takings. 

The workers were ordered to sit 
down while a manager was led into an 
office to open the safe. 

A customer was also thought to be 
in the building at the time. 

A spokesman for the company de¬ 
scribed the staff as ‘incredible’, add¬ 
ing they were now being supported 
following the incident at around 8pm 
on Friday. 

The store opened as usual the fol¬ 
lowing morning. 

Police are in the process of examin¬ 
ing CCTV footage and forensic experts 
have also visited the premises, one of 
almost 150 Dunelm superstores across 
the country. 

Shaken 

West Midlands Police spokesman 
Billy Corrigan said: “Four masked 
men carrying bars forced staff to hand 
over the takings. The robbers then es¬ 
caped in a dark coloured car. 

“The workers were left badly shaken 
but were otherwise unharmed. 

“CCTV footage has been secured 
and forensic experts have visited the 
shop. Other inquiries are also under 
way to catch those responsible. 

A spokesman for the retail chain 
said: “Dunelm can confirm that a rob¬ 
bery took place at its store in Oldbury 


on Friday night. No-one was injured 
during the incident and we are sup¬ 
porting the individuals involved.” 

He added: “The store operated as 
usual over the weekend and we would 
like to say that our staff have been in¬ 
credible. 

“As this is a police matter, we can 
give no further comment at this time.” 

The spokesman would not reveal 
how much money was taken, 


The store sits on the Birchley In¬ 
dustrial Estate, next to junction 2 of 
the M5,. 

Dunelm specialises in bedding, 
blinds, fabrics and furniture. 

Weekend trading was unaffected. 

Anyone with information about the 
raid should call the police on 101 or 
the independent charity Crimestop- 
pers anonymously on 0800 555 111. 


THE Caparo engineering group collapsed with more than 
£160 million of debt, it has been revealed. 

The Black Country-based business called in administrators in October and 
its collapse saw the loss of some 500 jobs. Administrators from PwC were able 
to sell off some parts of the group in deals that saved more than 1,100 jobs, 
including 527 at Caparo Tubular Solutions in Bilston and Oldbury. 

Documents filed by PwC at Companies House this week reveal the scale of the 
woes that dragged down Caparo Industries, founded in the late 1960s by Lord 


Paul. His son Angad, the 45-year-old 
chief executive of Caparo Industries, 
died in a fall from his eighth floor 
penthouse home in London three 
weeks after the collapse. 

A statement of affairs filed by PwC 
shows total liabilities for the group of 
£163.7m, including £45.6m owned to 
the group pension fund. It also lists 
financial assets with a book value of 
around £50m that the administrators 
expect will release just £73,000. 

Loans 

PwC was called in to raise as much 
as possible to pay off creditors. 

The sale of businesses will raise 
money for the creditors, as will the 
sale of equipment and stock from busi¬ 
nesses that shut down, such as Caparo 
Atlas Fastenings in Darlaston, Caparo 
Precision Tubes at Oldbury and Cap¬ 
aro Forging Europe in Dudley. 

There are also a string of loans be¬ 
tween companies with the group. 

A statement of administrators’ pro¬ 
posals from PwC, filed with Birming¬ 
ham High Court, reveal last ditch 
efforts to save the firm required fur¬ 
ther funding but agreement could not 
be reached with stakeholders. 

Although the steel crisis hit the 
company, documents show this was 
made worse by Caparo’s ‘asset-based 
lending facility’. This meant it was 
borrowing money against its sales in¬ 
voices before customers had paid. 


Cardens to 
join forces 
with society 

AN Edwardian house set within sev¬ 
en acres of botanic gardens will be 
working with the Royal Horticultur¬ 
al Society. Winterbourne House and 
Garden in Edgbaston has been named 
as an RHS Partner Garden. 

Head gardener Steve Haines says it 
is a ‘huge stamp of approval’ for the 
horticultural team at Winterbourne. 
Partner Gardens support the charita¬ 
ble work of the RHS by offering mem¬ 
bers occasional free entry. 

Mr Haines said: “The Royal Horti¬ 
cultural Society is not only the bench¬ 
mark for garden standards, but plays 
a huge role in sharing the wonder of 
gardens with everyone, from garden 
lovers to scientists to families.” 

Winterbourne’s seven acres of gar¬ 
den were largely designed under the 
watchful eye of Margaret Nettlefold, 
inspired by the arts and crafts work of 
Gertrude Jekyll. Both the house and 
garden have been restored. Winter¬ 
bourne, on Edgbaston Park Road, will 
be offering free entry to RHS mem¬ 
bers every Monday to Wednesday. 


Safely access your loft! 



for ONLY 

£399 

Fully Fitted 

This price is for a standard 
height ceiling with an 8ft 
drop, width 22-30” 

♦ We provide a convenient 
and safe way to access 
your loft. 

♦ Each ladder has a 10 
year parts guarantee 
and can be installed in 
approx. 2-3 hours. 

♦ We offer a loft boarding 
service if required at an 
additional cost. 




The Local Distributor & Installer for 
For more information visit: www.stira.co.uk 


PHONE TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE 

T: 01952 282152 or 07817 431505 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


Meet Monish & Beyonce 



Monish is the practice principle + head vet at both 
Companion Care Vets Oldbury + Vets4Pets Merryhi 


We offer our clients a reliable professional service delivered 
by our committed team, we strongly believe that prevention is 
better than cure so get in touch today to discuss our packages 
& help keep your pets healthy & happy. 


©[•GOO U EGB® 61 VZfesGs 




10% OFF 


Veterinary Services for: 


r^TlPefs at Home 
\JJjWP members 
Over 60 f s 
NHS Employees 
Armed Forces 
999 Employees 


Proof of employment will be required 



rfcrYUcn Pw. & Vottuo 


Rabb it Package 

‘ H’Niftl Chtcb wit i UK 

Full Vaccination Course 


' 4 HWfbj Fnpf nsrns? 
1 hVrraUn Puk 



Vets4Pets inside 

Putting yourt/ pet foiSt 

Call us on 01384 480 698 or visit: vets4pets.com/merry-hill 


Vets4Pets Merry Hill 
Inside Pets at Home 


Companion 

Carevets, ms ' de 


• Free pre-operation check 

• Pain relief 

• Recovery food and buster collar to 
go home with 

• Free post operative examinations 

• Stitch removal 

Dog - male from £115, female from £145 
Cat-male £45, female £60 
Rabbit-male £60, female £75 


Companion Care Oldbury 
Inside Pets at Home 


O' 


Call us on 0121 270 2282 or visit: ccvets.co.uk/oldbury 
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For a brochure call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to 
Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
Pick-up points offered include Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall, Wolverhampton 


ioanv4pin stock CLEARANCE now on 


Regent 3 seater and 2 seater chairs in a beautiful wine 

with floral cushions - Half Price. Now £499 

We also have certain slightly used items at terrific bargain prices 

Quality 3 seater and 2 seater sofa in gold stripe. SOLD 

Quality 3 seater sofa in tan leather (reclining). £180 

1 x Cream swivel chair. £30 

2 x Queen Anne chairs in pink. £20 each 

3 seater sofa with matching electric lift and rise. £499 

3 seater sofa and 2 chairs, in gold stripe, full coil sprung. £299 


©pen 7 days QatSim 10 am-4 pm 


Chatsworth House, Hayes Lane, Lye. DY9 8RD 01384 892018 www.sofastyleupholstery.co.uk 


Exhibitionism is the first international exhibition 
charting the story of The Rolling Stones and will 
take over two entire floors of the prestigious 
Saatchi Gallery, next summer. 

Nine thematic galleries, over 500 original artefacts, and striking 
cinematic and interactive technologies will lead visitors through 
the band’s fascinating 50 - year history. 

It will feature original stage designs, rare guitars and instruments, 
iconic costumes, unseen video clips, audio tracks, personal 
diaries and album cover artwork. 

There will also be collaborations and work by an array of artists, 
designers, musicians and writers - from Andy Warhol, Shepard 
Fairey, Alexander McQueen and Ossie Clark and Martin 
Scorsese. 

Also enjoy some free time in London for shopping or sightseeing 
in the theatre district where the shops, market stalls and eateries 
of Covent Garden are just a short walk away, and the famous 
stores on Oxford Street and Regent Street are close by too. 


FROM £149 95 

Two days departing 
Apr 16, May 14, Jun 18, 

Jul 23 and Aug 20 2016 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Admission ticket to ‘Exhibitionism - The 
Rolling Stones’ at the Saatchi Gallery 

• Free time in London 

• Services of a coach driver/tour 
representative 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Mud, sweat and tears to fight cancer 


Glorious mud — fundraisers got Pretty Muddy at a new Race for Life event at Weston park in aid of Cancer Research 


GET those trainers ready girls — it’s 
time to give cancer a good kicking by 
taking part in the region’s Race for 
Life events 2016. 

Women of all shapes and sizes are 
being urged to get the New Year off to 
a great start by signing up now to the 
Cancer Research fundraising events. 

The charity is calling on females to 
join the battle against cancer by choos¬ 
ing their event — Race for Life 5k, 10k 
or Pretty Muddy — and committing to 
take part at an event. 

The charity has a series of 5k, and 
10k races, which also feature an ob¬ 
stacle course, taking place in Dudley, 


Wolverhampton and Walsall this sum¬ 
mer. The races will be held from April 
to June, so women signing up now will 
create a goal to work towards. 

Taking part is also a way of paying 
tribute to a loved one whose life was 
cut short by the disease and to cele¬ 
brate those who have survived. 

Katy Barley, Cancer Research UK’s 
Event Manager, said: “Taking part is 
not about being fit or fast and partic¬ 
ipants can choose to walk, jog, or run 
around the course. The atmosphere is 
incredibly supportive. 

“Pledging to take part, alongside 
thousands of like-minded women, can 


be a great incentive to get fitter. Plan¬ 
ning to raise money for life-saving re¬ 
search could prove more of a goal to 
get up and get moving than the usual 
New Year’s resolution.” 

Last year, Race for Life Pretty 
Muddy took place for the first time 
at Weston Park. Katy said: “It has all 
the fun and camaraderie of our much 
loved 5k and 10k events but with 
added obstacles and, of course, mud.” 

Women who sign up for 5k and 10k 
events in January can benefit from a 
reduced fee of £10. To enter Race for 
Life visit raceforlife.org or call 0300 
123 0770. 



GasOn 


The Halesowen 
Cooker & Fire Centre 

Tel:0121 585 7799 
www.gasonspares.co.uk 

We have good stocks of Range & 50cm/60cm Gas 
& Electric cookers, As well as Gas/Electric Fires. 
We Also supply all Genuine Manufacture spares - 
Most being stocked 

248 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4QQ 
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Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


m\ 
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■0F 

3mtr x 3mtr 


EDWARDIAN 


CONSERVATORY 


from £4500 


NEW OFFER 


French/Patio Doors 


FULLY FITTED 


from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 
MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock •Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


Are you a member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good news story? 

Do you need to promote an event for 
a charity or a local good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle needs local news stories for 
your local paper for you the local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 











































































£4k cost of open space 
impressions is criticised 


DUDLEY Council has come under 
fire for spending £4,000 on impres¬ 
sions of how Castle Hill will look if 
the Hippodrome is bulldozed. 

Ukip Councillor Dean Perks said 
he was astonished the authority had 
splashed the cash on the images, 
given it has not carried out any cost¬ 
ings for the plan. 

It has emerged sketches of the 
expanse of open space which would 
replace the Hippodrome cost the 
cash-strapped authority £4,000. 

However, cabinet member Coun¬ 
cillor Khurshid Ahmed said it was 
vital to have quality designs before 
any decisions should be made. 

An eleventh-hour rescue bid to 
save the landmark venue has been 
launched but demolition still ap¬ 
pears the most likely option. 

Councillor Perks said: “I am as¬ 
tonished given Dudley Council’s 


financial situation to find out the 
artist’s impression cost the author¬ 
ity £4,000. 

“Another example of mismanage¬ 
ment? It appears so considering no 
costings for the demolition and open 
space have been done. 

“Would it have not been prudent 
and beneficial to the students to ask 
Dudley College if they could have 
done it? I’m sure there are talented 
students that would have benefited 
from a real work-like project.” 

Dudley Council wants to demolish 
the Hippodrome and replace it with 
a public space. Council officials con¬ 
firmed £4,000 had been spent on the 
artist’s impressions. 

Councillor Ahmed said: “In order 
for cabinet to be able to properly 
visualise the replacement scheme in 
their decision making it was vital to 
have quality designs.” 



Artists’ impressions of how the public open space around Castle Hill will look without the Hippodrome 


Health advice given 
at forum meetings 


PEOPLE will be able to get top health tips at the next 
round of the community forums in Dudley. 

Health and social care professionals will be speaking 
to residents at all of the 10 public meetings which run 
from January 25 to February 3. 

They will be giving advice on keeping well over the 
winter months as well as talking about community 
health care services which people can access to avoid a 
stay in hospital. 

Councillor Pete Lowe, leader of the council, said: “Peo¬ 
ple will be able to discuss issues in their communities 
with councillors who are only too happy to help.” 

The forums give people the opportunity to raise issues 
or concerns in their communities as well as discuss ideas 
for improvements. 

The latest round begins on January 25 with Coseley 
East and Sedgley community forum, which takes place 
at Age Concern Sedgley, Ettymore Road. On the same 
night Gornal, Upper Gornal and Woodsetton community 
forum, will be at Lower Gornal Royal British Legion, 
Ruiton Street, Dudley. All the forums start at 6.30pm. 
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Burial fees 
will rise as 
council need 
more funds 


BURIAL fees in Dudley will rise as part of 
a series of increased charges being intro¬ 
duced by the cash-strapped council. 

The increase will be brought in as Dudley Council 
continues its battle to meet savings of £20 million 
over the next three years. 

Among the fees to rise are the cost of exclusive right of 
burial on a plot, which will rise from £1,935 to £2,090. 


Cremation costs will also 
rise, from £344 to £372. 

New fees will also come 
into force for a range of 
leisure centre and museum 
services. 

Dudley Council officials, 
in a report, said every effort 
has been made to minimise 
the rise in pricing, and some 
fees have remained the 
same. 

A report to Councillor 
Khurshid Ahmed said: “In¬ 
creases are proposed to 
account for inflationary in¬ 
creases and pressures that 
individual services face, 
and are calculated at a level 
required to meet income 
targets set as part of the 
council’s budget. 

Inflation 

“Specific services include 
amounts within their fees 
and charges, as they have in 
previous years, which allow 
for reinvestment in those 
services. 

“Any increases are in line 
with inflation and every ef¬ 
fort has been made to min¬ 
imise increases and in some 
instances to hold prices at 
current levels.” 

Council chiefs said they 
had invested in bereave¬ 
ment services and facilities. 

These include a £1.1 mil- 


By Andrew Turton 


lion upgrade of cremation 
facilities at Gornal Wood 
Crematorium, while future 
upgrades of the cremation 
facilities at Stourbridge Cre¬ 
matorium are planned. 

Fees for hiring rooms at 
council venues have also 
been increased. 

Parking fees at Himley 
Park will rise with the cost 
of two hours parking going 
up by 20p from £1.20 to 
£1.40. The cost of some 
museum activities will rise 
although admission will 
remain free. These include 
some sessions at the Red 
House Glass Cone. 

Dudley UKIP group 
leader, Councillor Paul 
Brothwood, urged the coun¬ 
cil to look again at fees. 

“I appreciate that the 
council needs to raise rev¬ 
enue but the council could 
look at other ways rather 
than putting up fees, like 
cutting the fat from the 
council — stopping employ¬ 
ing workers on high daily 
rates, reducing the direc¬ 
tors and reducing the use of 
agency staff,” he said. 

The council has trimmed 
£1 million through a senior 
management restructure. 


Tribute shows to 
legends of music 

TWO major tribute shows are coming to the region tonight 
(Thursday). 

The Simon & Garfunkel Story at the Robin 2 in Bilston 
is a tribute to the world’s most successful musical duo, New 
Yorkers Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel. 

Expect classics such as Mrs Robinson, The Boxer and 
Bridge Over Troubled Water in a show that recreates the 
1981 Central Park reunion concert. 

The show is also being staged at Stafford Gatehouse The¬ 
atre on February 13, Redditch Palace Theatre on April 1 
and Solihull Arts Complex on April 6. 

Meanwhile, the Johnny Cash Roadshow, with Clive John 
as the Man in Black, is at Birmingham’s New Alexandra 
Theatre. It is a celebration of the country music legend’s 
life and music. 

There will be duets with Jill Schoonjan as June Carter, 
the singer’s partner on and off stage. 


Merry Hill’s BIGGEST Leather Sale! 

The William & Sons fantastic Winter Sale is on right now! This weekend we’ve got 
huge sale reductions off all leather sofas, corner groups, chairs & stools including 
leading brand names! Everything is reduced throughout our 35,000 sq. ft. superstore! 
You can also choose to spread the cost with monthly payments over 3 years totally 
interest free, without even needing to leave a deposit!* 



Low Sale Prices ■ No Deposit ■ 0% Interest Free Credit 




©n 


LLIAM&SONS 


www.williamandsons.co.uk 


Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 
OPENING TIMES: Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm Saturday 10-6pm Sunday 11-5pm 

Sign up at williamandsons.co.uk to receive OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 
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Hawthorn 

\XXi ri d ows 


Specialists in Door, Window, Porch and 
Conservatory Installations 


Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 


Misty units replaced 


WE OFFER GRE j DE LS ON ALL UPVC 


PRODUCTS 


Quality products at quality prices 


10 year guarantee 


Faulty door locks and window hinges replaced 

We will beat any quote 

FENSA registered 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, Bromsgrove Road, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3XB 
Tel: 0121 559 6320 


Students 
shocked as 
school could 
face dosure 


THE future of a secondary school in Dudley 
has been thrown into doubt after council 
bosses launched a consultation into possi¬ 
ble closure. 

The Coseley School, which has 528 pupils, could shut 
following discussions with parents, pupils, staff and un¬ 
ions. Shocked pupils were warned for the first time during 


a school assembly on Friday 
afternoon. Parents were 
later sent text messages ad¬ 
vising them to read a state¬ 
ment on the school website. 

Headteacher Kirsty West- 
head-Jones said: “A number 
of options are being looked 
into for the school. How¬ 
ever, parents, pupils, staff 
and the wider community 
will have the opportunity to 
give their views before any 
final decision is made. 

Inspection 

“The education and sup¬ 
port of our pupils remains 
our top priority and we will 
continue to work with par¬ 
ents and families.” 

The school, at Henne 
Drive, off Ivyhouse Lane, 
Coseley, was told it ‘requires 
improvement’ following an 
Ofsted inspection in March 
2014. But inspectors noted 
improvements were being 


By James Rsher 

made during a follow-up 
visit three months later. 

Mrs Westhead-Jones, in 
a statement on the school’s 
website, said she was in¬ 
formed of the council’s 
decision on Wednesday af¬ 
ternoon to ‘consult on a clo¬ 
sure of The Coseley School’. 

The statement added: “I 
thank you in advance for 
your understanding and 
support and wish to state 
that at this time no final de¬ 
cision has been made about 
the future of the school.” 

Councillor Ian Cooper, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren’s services at Dudley, 
said: “We are unable to go 
into the detail of the pro¬ 
posals until we have fully 
discussed them with par¬ 
ents, staff and unions. This 
process is likely to start this 
month.” 


Alexandra returns 
to star in Sister Act 



Singer and actress Alexandra Burke pictured when 
she starred in The Bodyguard in London’s West End 

ALEXANDRA Burke will be starring in a musical at her 
namesake theatre in Birmingham. 

The X Factor winner, who went on to star in The Body¬ 
guard in the West End and on tour, will play Deloris Van 
Cartier, a nightclub singer on the run from gangsters who 
hides out in a convent in Sister Act. 

The hit musical, which was also a movie starring Whoopi 
Goldberg and Maggie Smith, will be at Birmingham’s New 
Alexandra Theatre from September 12 to 17 in an all-new 
production from Leicester’s Curve Theatre. 

It is being directed and choreographed by Strictly Come 
Dancing judge Craig Revel Horwood. 

Alexandra Burke, who was seen in the West Midlands in 
The Bodyguard at Birmingham Hippodrome last summer, 
will star as the sassy soul-singing addition to the nuns’ 
choir in the comedy musical. It will have a run in the East 
Midlands this summer before going on tour. 

See www.sisteractuktour.co.uk or www.atgtickets.com/ 
venues/new-alexandra-theatre-birmingham for tickets. 


Dental implants 
bring an end to 
hidden misery 
of failing teeth 


ADVERTISEMENT 



North Street 
Dental and 
Implant Clinic 



North Street’s dental implant surgeon, 
Dr Owain Rees BDS, DGDP (UK) Dip 
Imp Dent (UCL) GDC 61576 



Amy - not her real name - has se¬ 
cretly suffered with her teeth for 
24 years, bravely smiling through 
her discomfort. Now free from oral 
problems, her smile holds another 
secret. . . thanks to one of dentist¬ 
ry’s most creative procedure. 

Amy doesn’t need to say anything about 
her dental implants - her smile tells it’s own 
obvious story. 

Upbeat and bubbly, the Black Country care 
professional, who lives and breathes her 
work with the learning disabled, dispenses 
liberal amounts of infectious laughter and 
disarming smiles. 

Youthfully middle-aged, she is confident, 
presents well and is clearly very proud of the 
achievements of her clients. 

A live-in support worker, her sunny outlook 
and cheery disposition have regularly been 
challenged over the years. 

Surprisingly, it’s not been the relentless 
pressure of her work, the major rebuild of her 
home, or the juggling of domestic duties with 
the demands of being a working mum. 

Amy’s own life-changer, she admits, have 
been her teeth. “It’s been my secret for years 
and years, but on-one would have ever 
known.” 

Problems began to emerge 24 years ago 
after the birth of her daughter. “I had one 
abscess after another. 

“The problem just kept on recurring and the 


gaps between my teeth began to increase 
after extractions to try to ease the problem.” 
She adds: ”1 simply could not let any of this 
get in the way of my work. I have the best job 
in the world - certainly the most rewarding 
- and my current one-to-one client is an 
extension of my life.” 

A dental crisis with broken teeth brought 
the catalogue of hidden problems to a head 
and Amy booked an emergency appointment 
with Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) 
GDC108353, who heads the clinics at the 
North Street Dental and Implant practice in 
Dudley. 

“I was totally reassured by Steven, felt 
comfortable and at ease as he explained to 
me the options and that implants could be 
the best solution,” Amy recalls. 

Issues regarding teeth and pregnancy are 


well documented and in some women it can 
trigger oral problems. 

Says Steven: “During pregnancy, increased 
hormones can affect your body’s response 
to plaque - the layer of germs on your teeth 
- but I need to assure people that getting 
pregnant does not automatically damage 
teeth. The demands of pregnancy, however, 
can in some instances create havoc, as it 
appears to have done with this patient. 

“Her problem has been resolved by using 
dental implants, one of the most creative 
options modern dentistry affords and the 
nearest possible substitute for natural teeth. 
Outcomes are generally very predictable.” 

The implant work has reshaped Amy’s 
smile and face, something her daughter 
noticed immediately and is clearly evident 
from pictures displayed in her home. 


For anxious patients, North 
Street Dental and Implant 
Clinic can offer intravenous 
sedation for those 
undergoing surgery. 


“I know it appears strange, but up until 
having the implants, my teeth have affected 
the way I lived, my food choices - no toffee 
or peanuts - and my self-confidence. I used 
to speak with my hand in front of my mouth 


where gaps had opened up between teeth 
at the side. 

“If you look at the pictures of me with my 
husband my smile is nowhere near as wide 
as it is today. My daughter says I now smile 
all of the time,” she says. 

“I never have to worry anymore about 
the problems I’ve endured and getting the 
implants was really not that bad. I was back 
at work the next morning and no-one knew. 
It was certainly money well spent.” 

The implants were placed by Dr Owain 
Rees BDS, DGDP (UK) DIP IMP DENT (UCL), 
the clinic’s implantologist. 

With more than 25 years’ experience as a 
dental implant surgeon, he initially worked as 
a house officer in oral surgery at the Royal 
Shrewsbury Hospital. His surgical mentor 


was the late Dennis Wedgewood MBBS BDS 
FDSRCS, consultant Oral and Maxillofacial 
surgeon. 

“Very early on in my career I was exposed 
to implant work and placed my first implant 
in the late ‘80s. Since then I’ve had a special 
interest in this field of dentistry,” says Owain. 

In furthering his surgical skills, Owain 
undertook postgraduate implantology 
training with the Eastman Dental Institute. 
A further implant qualification followed in 
advanced implantology for experienced 
practitioners. 

“It’s a privilege to be part of this clinical 
success story,” he adds. 

*The name of the patient has been changed 
to preserve confidentiality . . . and her 
longstanding secret. 


Call us today on 

01384 254067 


North St. Dental Clinic 

5 North Street, Dudley, 

West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


P 4J & 


Offroad 

Parking 


Wheelchair 

Friendly 


Level 

Access 




View our promotional video online: 


www.northstreetdentalclinic.com 




North Street 
Dental and 
Find us ™ Implant Clinic 

FACEBOOK An Independent Practice 
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£200k zoo revamp to 
bring animals closer 



Big plans - Dudley Zoo’s director Derek Grove by the flamingo enclosure which is set for a total revamp 


THREE enclosures at Dudley 
Zoo are in line for a revamp 
costing £200,000 to bring vis¬ 
itors even closer to the ani¬ 
mals. 

Bosses at the Castle Hill attrac¬ 
tion have revealed details of ma¬ 
jor work to develop homes for its 
breeding group of gelada baboons 
and the family of flamingos. 

While the third project is to create 
an interactive walk-through exhibit 
where visitors can feed dozens of yel¬ 
low-backed chattering lorikeets, birds 
which are vulnerable in the wild. 


Zoo director Derek Grove said it was 
part of an on-going programme of ren¬ 
ovation work to the animal enclosures 
aimed at giving the creatures more 
space. 

“The improvements to these three 
enclosures are the next stage of our 
site development plan and will benefit 
both our animals and our visitors,” he 
said. 

Experience 

“The plans focus on the bottom part 
of our 40-acre site and will provide 
additional animals and facilities, from 
the moment visitors step through the 
gate.” 


The largest part of the project is the 
£120,000 work on the flamingo enclo¬ 
sure which will see a much bigger pool 
and a larger indoor area with a view¬ 
ing area. 

The £40,000 scheme to extend the 
baboon enclosure includes transform¬ 
ing a former shop building into a view¬ 
ing area. The paddock, which is next to 
the zoo’s vintage chairlift, will also be 
extended up the bank to provide more 
grazing area. 

Plans to replace the Monkey Tails 
walk-through exhibit with the lori¬ 
keet experience are estimated to cost 
£40,000. 



Brintons Axminster.£16.95 sq. yd. 

Sensations heathers.£12.95 sq. yd. 

Wiltons Heavy Domestic.£9.95 sq. yd. 

Majestic Saxony Stainfree.£9.95 sq. yd. 

fftpo o ^................................... 16.95 sq. d 

Vinyls ..£7.95 sq. yd. 

[C areiFree Felt Back.£3.95 sq. yd. 

Plus many more great offers Instore 

FACTORY CLEARANCE OF OVER 200 PART ROLLS WITH SAVINGS OF UP TO 75% 

STD are the largest stockists of carpets in the Midlands 
^ r m W with the best selection, the best fitters, and are NEVER 

- | f I UnderCUt 0n P rice 

Wk “ A AO/ AM end roils with > 

^IflinAtA 1 f fit Off this voucher 

I™ SI I ■ HI k l ■ “ /v IrMM (*First week of sale only) I 

Kingswinford ' ““ 

■Carpets 

/to /cradley 
/$ / Heath 
"'Qy s? / 

^ 0t> “ /Stourbridge 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 
Closed Wednesdays 

Church Street, Brierley Hill 

OI 384 76448 


ADVERTISEMENT 



Himley Hall is an eighteenth century Grade II* listed 
building set in 180 acres of ‘Capability Brown’ 
landscaped parkland. As the former stately home of 
the Earls of Dudley Himley Hall was a luxurious, up- 
to-date home, so fashionable that in the 1930’s it was 
a regular weekend retreat for Royal visitors, including 
Edward, Prince of Wales. In 1934 the Duke and 
Duchess of Kent spent the first two weeks of their 
honeymoon at Himley. 

Today, couples may marry where Royal newlyweds 
once took their honeymoon, and photograph their 
special day in the grounds where princes and earls 
once strolled. 

Marriage Rooms 

Himley Hall has three rooms licensed for civil wedding 
ceremonies.The Pink Room, once the Library of Himley Hall, 
overlooks the terrace gardens and has views towards the Great 
Lake. It is suitable for wedding ceremonies for up to 45 guests 
and has the added advantage of private access onto the terrace 
for photographs or refreshments. The elegant Green Room, 
originally the formal Dining Room of the Earl’s of Dudley and 
complete with historic chandelier, also overlooks the terrace 
gardens with stunning views towards the lake. It is suitable for up 
to 75 guests. The Oak Room is newly licensed for up to 55 guests 
and looks onto the courtyard of the Hall with the added charm 
of wood panelling and a large oak fireplace. 

Wedding Breakfasts 

The celebration after your wedding ceremony completes your 
perfect day. Wedding receptions may be held in most of Himley 
Hall’s refurbished rooms. 

The elegance of Himley is epitomised by the grandeur of its 
former Dining Room - the Green Room, complete with its 


imposing ‘air-twist’ crystal chandelier. Wedding guests can 
celebrate in historic chic surroundings, enjoying window views 
overlooking the Great Pool. The warmth and intimacy of 
Himley’s Oak Room, Himley Hall’s former Billiard Room, offers 
guests the sophistication of a by-gone era combined with the 
cosiness of discreet luxury that sensitive restoration has created. 
The Green Room and Oak Room are available as part of a 
wedding package for smaller wedding breakfasts for up to 50 
persons. 

The North Wing 

The North Wing, which once housed the Earl of Dudley’s 
swimming pool and private cinema, has been transformed into 
an elegant Art-Deco style banqueting suite and lounge bar, 
perfect for larger wedding breakfasts and evening celebrations. 
Magnificent 1930’s style bespoke lighting, period decor and stylish 
soft furnishings highlight the superb attention to detail which has 
established Himley Hall’s North Wing as a dazzling venue. 

The Swimming Pool room includes a dance floor and lighting, 
specifically designed for evening functions. It can cater for up to 
90 guests for a seated meal and between 80-140 guests for an 
evening event. 

The Cinema Bar offers a sumptuous retreat from the lively 
Swimming Pool during your celebration. Exquisite I930’s style 
cafe bar furniture sit adjacent to the ‘birds-eye’ maple and 
chrome bar, overlooked by images of stars of the silver screen 
from the Art Deco era. 

Himley Hall Wedding Open Day - Seeing Is 
Better Than Imagining 

On Sunday 24th January from I lam until 4 pm Himley Hall 
opens its doors for a special ‘Open Day’ and invites couples and 
their families to view the ceremony rooms exactly as they can 
be for their perfect day 

Because seeing reality is better than imagination, each of Himley’s 
licensed rooms will be set out ready for a ceremony and the 
Swimming Pool Room and Oak Room will be arranged for 
celebration receptions, complete with floral decorations 
Experienced wedding co-ordinators and catering managers will 
be available to discuss options available to couples and Registrars 
from the Staffordshire Registration Service will be on hand to 
guide couples through the civil ceremony process at Himley Hall. 
The Weddings Open Day at Himley is free admission so why 
not pop in for a complimentary coffee and chat and see if Himley 
can make your ‘perfect day?’ 


HIMLEY HALL AMD PARK 



Sunday 24 January 2016 • 11.00 am - 4.00 pm 

Seeing is better than imagining... 

View the ceremony and reception rooms at Himley Hall set out ready for 
your perfect day. Meet Himley’s wedding co-ordinators and catering team 
together with Registrars from the Staffordshire Registration Service 
Admission free 
Tea and coffee available 
2016 full packages available from £5,380 



Dudley Himley Hall & Park Himley, Dudley, West Midlands DY3 4DF Tel: 01384 817817 Email: himley.hall@dudley.gov.uk Web: www.dudley.gov.uk/himleyhall 
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“Three comics 
and dinner at 
club for £20 

A NIGHT of comedy featuring per¬ 
formers from the Black Country club 
circuit will come to Stourbridge next 
Friday 

Comedian Jonny Cole is headlining 
the show at Stourbridge Rugby Club 
on January 22. 

Cole, from Wednesbury, has at¬ 
tracted a legion of fans with his hilar- 
ious songs and observations on life in 
_ the Black Country. He is performing 
,0 at the club’s Stourton Park base, in 
E Bridgnorth Road, with London comic 
Q Philip Simon and Dudley comedian 
^ Wayne Beese, who hosts the monthly 
q Fitz of Laughter Comedy Club at 
Katie Fitzgerald’s. 

0 A two-course meal is part of the £20 

> ticket price. Club president John Slim 
q said: “We hosted a similar event last 
(A January which was a complete sell- 
O out. Tickets are being snapped up for 
this one too.” 

X For further information, or to book, 

email rugby@stourbridgerugby.com, 
call John Slim on 07989786913 or the 
club office on 01384 395000. 

New jobs at 
safari park 

AROUND 200 jobs are going to be 
created at West Midland Safari Park 
as the attraction launches its latest 
recruitment drive. 

The park is looking to bring in extra 
people in preparation for its summer 
season. Around 50 of the vacancies 
are within the theme park. Food and 
drink sellers, shop workers and ad¬ 
missions staff are wanted. 

It comes as the safari park is pre¬ 
paring to undergo an £80 million ex¬ 
pansion. A water park, 250-bed hotel, 
conference centre and spa will be built 
as part of the overhaul. Bosses say the 
development will transform the site 
into one of the top UK attractions. 

Applications can be made at www. 
wmsp.co.uk/careers 


30,000 in drug crime arrests 

but the figures are falling 



ANGRY dog owners have signed a pe¬ 
tition against plans to ban the animals 
from parts of Himley Hall. 

Council bosses want to cater more 
for picnicking families and have placed 
signs around the 18th century attrac¬ 
tion on the Himley Road warning of 
the changes. 

The ‘dog free zones’ will see pets 
prevented from using open spaces 
stretching between the Main Gate and 
West Gate. The plans will come into 
force in February. 

John Share, from Sedgley, said he 
had been walking his golden retriever 
around Himley for 15 years. He said 
people leaving rubbish were caus¬ 
ing the main problems and that dogs 
should be left alone. 

“We found out from one of the war¬ 
dens just before Christmas,” he said. 
“We didn’t hear anything for a while, 
but posters have now been put up 
around the park saying it will come 
into force next month. 

“About a third of the park will be 
closed off and a lot of people are not 
happy about it.” 

Catherine Molineux, of Coseley, 
who owns a white German shepherd, 
said: “You would think that with all 
the talk of council cutbacks they would 
have better things to spend the money 
on than silly schemes like this. It will 
ruin a great location for so many con¬ 
siderate dog walkers and it has been 
done without people being consulted.” 

Derek White, from Russells Hall, 
who walks his shih tzu Mitzi, at Him¬ 
ley said he was one of many dog own¬ 
ers considering cancelling their £50 a 


Thumbs down - owners unhappy at the ban on walking dogs in Himley Hall grounds 


year parking permits and going else¬ 
where. 

“We just can’t understand the coun¬ 
cil’s reasoning behind this and also 
how they are going to marshal it,” he 
said. 

“A lot of disabled people use the 
park to exercise their dogs but they 
won’t be able to let them off the lead.” 

Dudley councillor Khurshid Ahmed 
said the grounds of Himley Hall were 


used by many people and needed to 
cater for a variety of users. 

“As the spring months approach we 
are looking to encourage more peo¬ 
ple and families to enjoy picnics and 
other relaxing pursuits in these lovely 
grounds,” he said. 

“While dog walkers are free to ex¬ 
ercise their pets in the vast majority 
of the open space, we are looking to 
provide a small pet-free area.” 


Woof justice call over dog walk ban 


MORE than 30,000 arrests for drug possession, distribution 
and production have been made in the West Midlands since 
2011 . 

The offences, ranging from cannabis possession to importing class A 
drugs, work out at 18 arrests a day between January 2011 and Novem¬ 
ber 2015, according to a Freedom of Information request. 

Of the total 34,223 offences which led to arrests, less than half, 15,612, have 
resulted in a person being charged. - 


The figures also reveal that the total 
of arrests relating to drug offences 
have reduced by a third since 2011 , 
when 9,873 were made, to 2015 when 
3,074 have been made. 

The figures fell each year in between 
the two dates. 

West Midlands Police Inspector 
Simon Inglis said the force had cre¬ 
ated various initiatives over the years 
to tackle drug crime. 

Priority 

He said: “Drug offences remain a 
key issue in many crimes and tackling 
the problem remains a priority. 

“Recent operations such as 
Sandwell’s Spring Safer Six prove this. 
The initiative - which was months in 
the planning - resulted in dozens of 
people being brought before courts. 
They are currently awaiting sentenc¬ 
ing and the drugs seized have been 
destroyed. 

“All our efforts to target drug deal¬ 
ers are balanced with work alongside 
drug support groups to get users the 
help they need to break the cycle of 
addiction.” 

The most frequent crime, possession 
of cannabis, saw 11,038 arrests made, 
however figures for that particular of¬ 
fence dropped from 3,440 in 2011 to 
877 in 2015 — falling each year in be¬ 
tween the two dates. 

The number of arrests made for pos¬ 
sessing cocaine, crack cocaine, heroin, 
LSD and MDMA also fell significantly. 


Thousands of 
visitors at 
two mansions 

TWO mansions near Wolverhampton 
have seen more than 115,000 visitors 
in the last year, new figures from the 
National Trust reveal. 

Wightwick Manor House and Mo¬ 
seley Old Hall, both National Trust 
properties, have had tens of thou¬ 
sands of people pouring through the 
doors during 2015. 

Wightwick Manor House, a Vic¬ 
torian mansion originally owned by 
Theodore Mander, saw 75,145 visi¬ 
tors. Meanwhile, Moseley Old Hall 
in Moseley Old Hall Lane, which is 
famous for a visit by King Charles 
II during his escape to France, wel¬ 
comed 40,942 visitors. 

Jo Armstrong from the National 
Trust, said: “We are delighted that 
visitor figures continue to rise year- 
on-year and at some places are re¬ 
cord-breaking achievements.” 

Another popular attraction is the 
Birmingham Back to Backs, city cen¬ 
tre homes literally built back-to-back 
around a communal courtyard in the 
1840s. 


Get the full news 
experience with 

Express & Star plus+ 

The benefits of joining Express & Star PLUS+ 


Express & Star delivered, six nights a week 
Digital editon of the Express & Star 
Mobile apps for iPhone and Android 
Tablet apps for iPad, Android & Kindle Fire 
7 day searchable archive 
Holiday stop/start 
Interactive features 
Online subscription manager 
Accessible worldwide 
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Express & Star 
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BRITAIN'S 
NUMBER 1 




SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

Call freephone 0800146 540 or E-mail: starservice@expressandstar.co.uk 


Express & Star 
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Jack Carter, aged 13, from Stourbridge, shows his dance moves Thirty-year-old singer-songwriter Simon Lacks, from Bromsgrove, AKA Heinz-Sight 


Audition hosts Warren Evans and Andy Dingley, of Base Studios and Video 



The hopeful performers were filmed 
in action for the TV show’s producers 


Black Country’s Got 


HIP-HOP dancers, a 20-piece 
school choir and singer-songwrit¬ 
ers - they all braved the stage in 
Stourbridge with a burning desire 
to become the next star of Britain’s 
Got Talent. 

More than 100 musicians and dancers 
queued up at Base Studio dreaming of be¬ 
ing Simon Cowell’s latest protege. 

The official first round of the series saw pro¬ 
ducers from Thames TV take note of about 40 
acts on Friday night who filled out their forms 


and are now patiently waiting to see if they 
have successfully made it through to the tel¬ 
evised section. 

Among them was Jack Carter, 13, from 
Stourbridge, who attends Pedmore Technology 
College. He attended the audition with support 
from his father, Darren, and wowed the audi¬ 
ence with a series of hip-hop dance moves. 

“I was really nervous up there and all I could 
see was a big lens in my face,” he said. 

“I’ve always wanted to be a dancer and I try 
and copy some of the moves I see on YouTube.” 

Thirty-year-old singer-songwriter, Simon 
Lacks, from Bromsgrove, who goes by the 


stage name Heinz-Sight, performed a song ac¬ 
companied by his acoustic guitar song for the 
producers. 

He said: “I think this sort of event is good 
for the community and it helps to get all these 
performances out there. 

“For the youngsters it’s a great experience — 
we’re all hoping to become the next big thing. 

“I’ve been a musician since I was about 17 
and I’ve done it professionally for the last two 
years. I’ve released a few songs on Spotify, 
iTunes and Amazon and I’m working on a new 
album at the moment.” 

Studio owner Warren Evans said he was 


Talent 


first contacted by the producers of BGT two 
months ago and the excitement surrounding 
the TV show had seen its post about auditions 
on Facebook viewed more than 90,000 times. 

“It’s been a privilege to host something like 
this in Stourbridge,” he said. “This is the first 
round and if they’re successful they will be in 
front of the judges next time. 

“There have been some great acts, includ¬ 
ing the 20 youngsters from a Roman Catholic 
school in Hagley. 

“It’s been a very proud moment for us and 
it’s great to promote the musical heritage we 
have here in Stourbridge.” 


EVER THOUGHT ABOUT 
RUNNING YOUR OWN 
PUB BUSINESS? 


|ju • 

ifi|*; 



Why not join us at our open 
day to find out how? 

VENUE: 125 Alexandra Road, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63 4BL 
DATE: Wednesday 20th January, 2016 TIME: Anytime from 12-5pm 

Call 01283 501999 to book your place or e-mail 
Stacey.lowe@punchtaverns.com 
www.punchtaverns.com 


Punch Offer: 

• Awarding Winning Foundation Tenancy 

• Free Training Course 

• Unprecedented Support 

• Flexible Terms 

• Private accommodation 


Punch 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850.00 


90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 



THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 



Recession Busting 
Fitted Prices 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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DOULXON DOORS 

Garage Doors & uPVC Windows & Doors 




Have moved. 



>1 


WROUGHT IRON | 
| GATES AND GRILLES | 


Suppliers of all construction materials: 

• Bricks • Plaster 

• Blocks • Roofing 

• Sand & gravel materials 

• Cement • Electrical 

• Timber • Gardening 



Tel: 0121 552 8004 | 0121 544 4409 | 0793/ 491938 


MVi 4^ Beautiful flowers fo 

g g every occasion, stockis 


TKSe 


Beautiful flowers for 
every occasion, stockist 
of Yankee Candles and 
Kringle Candles. 


yntr n florist 


Order Online 

Or Call 

Sarahs Rose Garden 6 College Road, B321AB 




I II K C A K F. 
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For all your baking needs and 
celebration cakes ...pop in and see us 
3 Hagley Road, Halesowen B63 4PU 
0121 448 2494 



Barking Glad Salon 


Dog Grooming 
Pick Up and Return Available 

Irena Szirtes Lynn styles 

6 Wassell Road, Halesowen B63 4JU 

0121 5507446 

barkingglad@gmail.com 

www.barkinggladdoggrooming.co.uk 



Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 1000 • 07956 416016 
153 CASTLE ROAD WEST, OLDBURY B68 OEL 


Trevor E.W. Hickton Ltd 

dt Whitmore House 8 -11 Lower High Street 

Cradley Heath. B64 5AB 
III 01384 569569 

Independenj Family Funerd Directm 

We are an independent family run group of Funeral Directors under the 
personal attention of the Hickton Family and Melanie Unwin Dip.FD 


* 24 Flour Service 

* All Areas Covered 

* Pre Paid Funerals 

* Home Arrangements 



We would like to say 
a big thank you to the 
local community who 
raised over £400 when 
they purchased a tag 
for our loving 
memory tree. 


* Private Chapels of Rest 

* Modern and Classic Vehicles 

* Simple Funeral Options 

* Monthly Payment Schemes memorial tree Mary Stevens Hospice 


All money raised 
has been donated to 


All Types of Ornate Gates Made to Measure 
Tel: 01384 4133311 01902 628018 | 01543 499012 
Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721 783291 

www.doultondoors.co.uk 


T. Hadley & Co 


R. Hadley 

17a High Street 


& Hickton 

Blackheath/ 


36-38 Windmill Hill 

Rowley Regis. 


Halesowen. 

B65 ODR 


B63 2BZ 

0121 559 1010 


01384 636606 


*to new premises at 


49 Tat Bank Road, Oldbury B69 4NJ 


WHITCHER MENSWEAR 
CLOTHIERS & OUTFITTERS 

13 MARKET PLACE 
many WEDNESBURY WS10 7AX 
HJjJf 0121 556 0062 

price Casual Wear to Suits 



WlMm W m 

CALL NOW FOR JANUARY 
& FEBRUARY FITTINGS 



f- 

WE SUPPLY AND 
FIT ALL TYPES 
OF FENCING & 
SLABBING 


0800 
955 3865 

40-45 Park Lane, 
Oldbury B69 4LP 
www.sandwellstoneandfencing.com 


PROVIDING AN OPTIMUM SERVICE 


• Computer Repairs & Sales 

• Web Designing & Hosting 

• Hardware & Software 
Installation 

• Peripherals & Accessories 


• Networking 

• Programming 

0 Troubleshooting 

• Data Recovery 
CCTVs 

• Call-outs 


Microsoft Registered Refurbisher 

UNIVERSAL COMPUTECH LTD 


SAQI: 07935 734175 

343 Bearwood Road, Smethwick, West Midlands B66 4DB 
Tel: 0121 288 2825 universalcomputechltd@gmail.com 
www.universalcomputech.com 


JZL 
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Tyrex Auto Services Ltd 


Exhaust 


Discount 


Warehouse 


ILL MAKES AND SIZES OF PART WORN TYRES IN STOCK 
Open to Trade and Public inclusive 


Century Industrial Estate, Unit 6, Shady Lane, Birmingham B44 9ER 
0121 366 6613 Freephone: 0800 0742902 
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Rear oi 64 High Street* | West Bromwich ]| West Midlands, B70 6JT 

Phone: 0121-553-0666 


NEWD) 
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with Louise on a Thursday 

iTOffaSffto with 
Heather on a Tuesday 


We also supply 

Aloe Vera Forever 

LIVING PRODUCTS 

CALL NOW ON 0121 422 4001 
or 07939 086163 

156 Bleakhouse Road, Oldbury B68 OLU 


Quality Assured Panels & Fencing Supplies 
OPEN TO TRADE & PUBLIC 


FEATHER EDGE FENCE PANELS 
6x6 £18 6x5 £17 
6x4 £16 6x3 £15 


Concrete 8ft post £8 


LAP PANELS WAVET EDGE 
6x6 £15 6x5 £14 
6x4 £13 6x3 £12 6x2 £11 


Gravelboard £6.50 


"KSSSSKF 

07879254222 

Dunkirk Ave, West Bromwich, 
West Midlands B700ER 



■Ml 

Painters & Decorators 

_ OAP DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 

10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
















































































Peckingham Street, Halesowen 

0121 5501237 


Jubilee Fireplaces Ltd, 
High Street, Princes End, I 
Tipton DY49JF 


www.jubileefires.co.uk 


DRIVES * PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 
JET WASHING SERVICE 


(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

CONTACT ANDY OR GRAHAM NOW 
FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

(01384) 869605 

07950 659668/07754 676336 

ALL BRICKWORK & GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


www.fine-linepaving.co.uk 


Full Re-Upholstery Service Available 
Buy direct from the manufacturer 
& cut out the middle man. 

Solid Hard Wood Frames 
Bespoke sofas manufactured 
No job too big or too small 


Units 15-16, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane Halesowen, 

West Midlands, B62 9LD 

Telephone: 0121 559 7143 

Email: sales@geminidesignsupholstery.co.uk 
www.geminidesignsupholstery.co.uk 


SHEDS AND FENCING SPECIALISTS 
SPRINGHILL (NAJRAN 
BUILDING, FENCING 


194-196 Springhill Hockley Birmingham B18 7BS 




Visit 
our 

bathroom 
showroom 
now open 
to the 
public 


0121 556 0496 

www.staffordshirebuilders.co.uk 

Staffordshire Builders Supplies 
Bagnall Street, Ocker Hill, Tipton DY4 0EQ 

PROVIDING BUILDING, LANDSCAPING 
& PLUMBING MATERIALS 

Delivery available 


01597 
i 811422 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 


Wednesbury (M6 J9) 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WSIO 7AY 
Tel: 0121 556 6868 

Find us on Facebook at BowjanglesJewellery 
www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 




Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with 
red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. 
All year round availability. 

Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 
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star ★extraTRAVEL 

For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


Jersey by Air 


Four to eight days, departures throughout the year 



STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 


Lincoln, York and 
Castle Howard 


Springtime at Eden 



PRICE FROM 


£269 


Jersey is a tiny island packed with history, 
tradition, a spirit of independence and 
combines the best of British with a slice of 
French thrown in. 


Covering a mere 45 square miles this Channel Island lies 
100 miles from mainland England and just 14 miles from 
the coast of France. 

Breaks are available for almost any date during the year of 
between three and seven nights on a bed and breakfast 
basis. For departures between April 1 and October 31 
there are two offers to choose from. Free or half price half 
board, for bookings made before March 31 (minimum 
four nights), or free night offers, i.e. seven nights for the 
price of six. Conditions apply to both offers. 


Accommodation is at the three-star Mayfair Hotel which is 
just a five minute stroll from St Helier town centre. There is a 
spacious reception area, with the lounge, bar, dining room 
and coffee shop all located on the ground floor. Other 
facilities include a sun terrace, health club with gym, indoor 
swimming pool, Jacuzzi and steam room. 

Various themed breaks are also offered throughout the year. 
These include winter warmers, Valentines, Easter, singles, 
plus spring and autumn walking festival breaks. Request a 
brochure for full details. 


INFO 

•‘SSSSaSaass 

■ Entertainment at the hotel 
’ Return transfers from the airport in Jersey 

' to aSi^Sent 

Organised by Modem Hotels (ABTA V3101, ATOL 0752) 


Four days departing June 24 and October 7 Four days departing March 18 


PRICE FROM 


£275 


PRICE FROM 


£229 


• Return coach travel 

• Three nights half-board accommodation 

• Entrance to Castle Howard 

• Visits to Lincoln, York and Beverley 

• Canal cruise in Lincoln with commentary and a 
complimentary drink 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V787X) 


• Return coach travel 

• Three nights half-board accommodation 

» Entrance to the Eden Project and the Lost Gardens 
of Heligan 

• Visit to Torquay 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Enchanting Scottish 
Homes and Castles 


Five days departing April 15 


PRICE FROM 


£349 


Wake up at 
The Waldorf 

Two days departing April 3 

PRICE FROM 


£219 


• Return coach travel 

• Four nights half-board accommodation 
» Guided tour of Bowhill House 

• Visit to Floors Castle 

» Guided tour of Drumlanrig Castle 
» Visit to the New Lanark World Heritage Site 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


• Return coach travel 

» Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at the 
Waldorf Hilton in London 

• Afternoon tea in the Homage Grand Salon at the 
Waldorf Hilton 

» Free time in London 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


The Dawlish Railway 
and the Avocet Line 


Four days departing 

Mar 18, May 16, Jul 29, Sept 30, Oct 20 



PRICE FROM 


£239 


• Return coach travel 

• Three nights half-board accommodation 

• Railway journey on the Riviera Line from Exeter to 
Paignton 

• Cruise on the River Exe with cream tea 

• Railway journey on the Avocet Line from Topsham to 
Exmouth 

• Free time in Torquay and Exmouth 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Kew Gardens Tree 
Tops Walk and 
Hampton Court 

Two days departing June 18 


Royal Yacht 
Britannia, Edinburgh 
and Glasgow 

Five days departing April 15 and October 16 



PRICE FROM 


£139 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Visit to Kew Gardens and Rhizotron and Xstrata 
Treetop walkway 

• Entrance to Hampton Court Palace, gardens and maze 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 



PRICE FROM 


£329 


• Return coach travel 

• Four nights half-board accommodation 

• Visit to the Royal Yacht Britannia 

• Visits to Edinburgh and Glasgow 

• Cruise on Loch Lomond 

• Cruise on steam ship Sir Walter Scott on Loch Katrine 

• Scenic visit to Queen Elizabeth Forest including 
Aberfoyle 

• Tour and tasting at the Glengoyne Distillery 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Bath and Oxford 

Buy one get one free 


Two days departing March 20 



PRICE FROM 


£159* 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Visits to Oxford and Bath 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


* Price is for two people sharing a room 
Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Lake Garda Moselle Valley Keukenhof Gardens 

Venice and Verona by Eurostar and Floralia 


Eight days various departure dates Six days various departure dates 


Holland and Belgium in Bloom 

Four days departing April 15 



PRICE FROM 


£679 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights half-board accommodation 

• Tour of Lake Garda 

• Guided sightseeing tours of Venice and Verona 

• Tour of the Dolomites (with an optional cable car ride 
payable locally) 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£519 


• Return rail connections to London 

• Return standard class seat on Eurostar 

• Five nights half-board accommodation 

• Guided tour of Aachen 

• Visits to Trier, Koblenz, Bernkastel and Cochem 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£239 


• Return coach travel 

• Return Eurotunnel from Folkestone to Calais 

• Three nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Visit to Keukenhof Gardens 

• Visit to Floralia at Chateau de Grand Bigard 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 













































Heart-warmer 

The Snowman - Page 23 


FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 


COACH HOLIDAYS 


or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 



THEATRE BREAKS 



LIVERPOOL 
BEATLES b CHESTER 



4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Adelphi Hotel 
• Includes Beatles Tour b Cavern Club, Mersey 
River Cruise b Visit to Chester 



TORQUAY 
b EDEN PROJECT 



4/5 DAYS FROM £149.95 


3/4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Seascape/Bancourt Hotel 
• Admission included to Eden Project 


4 DAYS FRI18,25 MAR, 22,29 APR, 17 JUN, 22,29 JUL 
j DAYS MON 28 MAR, 18,25 APR, 16 MAY, 13,20,27 JUN 


YORK CRUISE, YORKSHIRE 


DALES STEAM b BOLTON ABBEY 



2 DAYS £79.95 


OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Includes Yorkshire Dales Steam & visits to 


Bolton Abbey and Roman York plus River Cruise 


LONGLEAT SAFARI 
Jungle Cruise & Bath 


2 DAYS £99.95 


OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission to Safari Park, Jungle Cruise, African 
Village, Longleat House & more plus visit to Bath 

aBBBB 



FLYING SCOTSMAN AT 


SHILDON& BRONTE STEAM 



2 DAYS £89.95 


OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• See Scotsman at Shildon & Bronte Steam Train Ride 



BABBACOMBE 


DEVON STEAM, CRUISE b CREAM TEA 



5 DAYS FROM £179.95 


4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Norcliffe Hotel 
• Includes South Devon steam train ride & River Dart 
cruise, plus an afternoon Devon cream tea 




Explore more: Lake Garda, Austria, Costa Brava, Ostend, Amsterdam, Disneyland, Paris, Ireland from £189.95 
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Best Value 

HOTELS & FLIGHTS 




iJ+Uhri 



m 

i'HUllil 


- Majorca*Tenerife•Benidorm - 
Pineda • Lloret • Calella • Malfiraf 
- Santa Susanna *Salou - 


FREE & 
Discounted 
Child Places 


HOTEL ACCOM ONLY 
All Inclusive Hotels From £20 
Full/Half Board Hotels From £15 
Price based on per person per night 
single supplements apply 


HOTELS 
HAVE 
POOLS 
AHE NEAH 
THE HEACH, 
SHOPS, 
ANO 
BARS 


GET YOUR FREE BROCHURE ii m.ijm 

TEL: 01443 844222 lEHM 

www.ferriscoachholiiiafs.co.uk 


Michael 

Schenker 



Wednesday, 8.30pm 

Robin 2, Bilston 

The award-winning and legendary 

guitarist Michael Schenker will kick off 

a nationwide UK tour with his band 

Temple of Rock at the Robin 2 this 

Wednesday. 

Visit www.therobin.co.uk 


An Evening With 
Chris Hadfield 



Tuesday, 8pm 
Symphony Hall, B’ham 
Astronaut Chris Hadfield will reflect on 
his 35-year career. His performance 
of David Bowie’s ‘Space Oddity’ while 
on the International Space Station has 
become an internet phenomenon 
Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Daughter 



Wednesday, 7.30pm 
The Institute, B’ham 
London-based trio Elena Tonra, Igor 
Haefeli and Remi Aguslella released 
their debut album If You Leave three 
years ago and are now back with new 
album Not To Disappear. 

Visit o2institutebirmingham.co.uk 



Friday, 7.30pm 
Town Hall, B’ham 
Henry Rollins has toured the world 
as a spoken word artist. In 2014, he 
received the Ray Bradbury Creativity 
Award in recognition for his lifelong 
contribution to the arts. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

Devoted To Rock 

Fri at 9.30pm, 

The Knights Quest, 

Rowley Regis, B65 OEE. 

Call B65 OEE 

Elkie Brooks 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Think Floyd: Pink Floyd Tribute 

Fri at 8.30pm, £21 
The Robin 2 Hotel, 

Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Bravado: Rush Tribute 

Sun at 8.30pm, £10-£12 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Michael Schenker 

Wed at 8.30pm, £22.50 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Bruno Mars Tribute Show 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 
Call 01543 412121 

The Small Fakers: Small Faces 
Tribute 

Sat at 7pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Aiden 

Thu at 7pm, 

The Rainbow, Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

Hopwood Junction 

Fri at 7pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Daughter 

Wed at 7pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Beach Slang 

Wed at 7pm -11pm, £8 
The Rainbow, Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. Call 0121 753 1818 

The Trip 

Sat at 9.30pm, 

The Knights Quest, 

Rowley Regis, B65 OEE. 

Call B65 OEE 

Mood Indigo: Frank Sinatra 
Tribute 

Thu at 9.30pm, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 
B31QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

Victories At Sea 

Thu at 8pm - 11pm, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


New Romantics 

Fri at 6pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

The Modfathers: Paul Weller 
Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Lee Memphis King: One Night 
Of Elvis 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Turnover 

Sun at 7pm - 11pm, 

The Rainbow, Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. Call 0121 753 1818 

The Corrs 

Tue at 7pm, £30.20 - £45.70 
Genting Arena, 

Birmingham, B40 1NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Matthew Espinosa 

Fri at 6pm - 9.30pm, £18 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Open Mic Night 

Mon at 8.30pm, Free 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 

DY8 3TB. Call 01384 374410 

Jamie Lawson 

Fri at 6pm - 10pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

JAZZ & SOUL 

The Big Wolf Band 

Wed at 9pm, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 
B31QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

The Subterraneans 

Fri at 9pm, Sat at 9pm, £5 
The Jam House, Birmingham, 
B31QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

Delano Mills And Not Strictly 
Jazz 

Tue at 8.30pm, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 
B31QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

Tom Dunnett 

Fri at 5pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 
B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

The Pitmen Poets 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Acoustic Showcase 

Thu at 7pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 


Irish Music Session 

Wed at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, 

Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

CBSO Centre Stage: Verdi And 
Puccini 

Fri at 1,10pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

New English Orchestra And 
Singers 40th Birthday 
Celebration Concert 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

Britten’s A Ceremony Of Carols 

Fri at 7.45pm, 

Birmingham Cathedral, 

B3 2QB. Call 0121 262 1840 

Black Dyke Band 

Sun at 2.30pm, 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Serenade To Music 

Thu at 7.30pm, £12.50-£45 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

KS3 Schools’ Concerts 

Tue at 11.30am, 1.30pm, £5 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Scheherazade 

Sat at 3pm, £12.50-£43 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

THEATRE 

Eight+8 

Wed at 7.30pm, 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

The Snow Oueen 

Thu at 7.30pm, £12-£17 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Back To Bacharach 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B5 4DS. Call 0844 871 3011 

Death Of A Salesman 

Sat at 7.45pm, Sun at 2.45pm, 
Thu at 7.45pm, 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B16 8AE. Call 0121 643 5858 

Crazy Glue 

Thu at 8pm, 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 

Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 


Abuelo 

Fri at 8pm - 10.20pm, Sat at 8pm 
- 10.20pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Snow Child: Tutti Frutti 

Sun at 11am, 2.30pm, 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Lady Lust 

Thu at 8pm - 10pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Beyond The Barricade 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£19.50-£21.50 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

The Lion The Witch And The 
Wardrobe 

Fri at 10.15am, 2.30pm, Sat at 
7pm, £7.50 - £35 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Last Night A DJ Saved My Life - 
CANCELLED 

Sat at 7.30pm, £17-£54.14 
Barclaycard Arena, 

B1 2AA. Call 0121 780 4141 

Peter Pan 

Fri at 2.30pm, 7.15pm, Sat at 
2.30pm, 7.15pm, Sun at 2pm, 
6pm, Tue at 2.30pm, 7.15pm, 
Wed at 2.30pm, 7.15pm, Thu at 
7.15pm, £17-£31.50 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 

Birmingham Repertory 
Theatre: The Snowman 

Wed at 2pm, 7pm, Thu at 
10.30am, 2pm, £13.50-£35 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Aladdin 

Fri at 1pm, 7.15pm, Sat at 
2.30pm, 7.15pm, Sun at 1pm, 
5.15pm, Tue at 7.15pm, Wed 
at 2pm, 7.15pm, Thu at 2pm, 
7.15pm, £14-£42 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

COMEDY 

Stephen K Amos: The 
Laughter Master 

Sat at 8pm - 10pm, 

The Old Rep Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B5 4DY. Call 0121 605 5116 

Comedy Carousel 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

The Best In Live Stand-Up 
Comedy 

Fri, Sat at 7pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 


Jim Davidson: Charlton Nil 

Mon at 7.30pm, 

£23.50 - £26.40 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Kevin Hart: What Now? 

Fri at 8pm, 

Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Knightmare Live: Level 2 

Fri at 8pm, 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Andrew Lawrence: 
Uncensored 

Sat at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

TALKS 

An Evening With Chris 
Hadfield 

Tue at 8pm - 10.30pm, 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Henry Rollins: Charmingly 
Obstinate Tour 2016 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

OTHER EVENTS 

Autosport International 

Fri - Sun at 9am - 6pm, 

The NEC Birmingham, 

B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Trophex 2016 

Sun at 10am - 4.30pm, Mon at 
10am - 4pm, 

The NEC Birmingham, 

B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Performance Car Show 

Fri - Sun at 9am - 6pm, 

The NEC Birmingham, 

B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 


CLUBBING 

Propaganda 

Fri - Sat at 10.30pm - 3.30am, 

£3 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Relapse - Balearic And UK 
Sounds Of Tech/Bass House At 
Hare And Hounds 

Sat - Sun at 9pm - 2am, 

Hare & Hounds, 

Kings Heath, Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. Call 0844 870 0000 

MC Nutcrackas Spectre 
Birthday Ball 

Sat - Sun at 10pm - 6am, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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Come back after ten 
years? 

AFTER a decade away, The 
Corrs have returned with a 
new album and tour, includ¬ 
ing a concert at Genting Are¬ 
na, Birmingham, on Tuesday. 

Between 1995, when The Corrs re¬ 
leased their debut offering Forgiven, 

Not Forgotten, and 2005 when their 
fifth album Home was launched, the 
band saw album sales of more than 
40 million. 

Then, the soft rock family band 
from Dundalk, took a ten year break 
for solo projects. Now Jim, Sharon, 

Caroline and Andrea are back to¬ 
gether with a new album, White 
Light, which entered the UK charts 
at No 11. 

The siblings have been busy pro¬ 
moting the record over recent months. 

Youngest Corr and singer, Andrea, 
has noticed the change of pace. 

Babies 

“’Where am I?’ That’s something I 
ask myself every day now,” says the 
41-year-old.’’What am I doing here 
and where are my babies?” 

Since the hiatus, Andrea’s had two 
children — three-year-old Jean and 
Brett Jr who’s just turned one — 
with husband Brett Desmond, who 
she married in 2009. 

She says the band’s reunion is only 
a recent plan, from January 2015, 
when Caroline suggested they try to 
write some new music. 

“We all missed being in the band. 

We had gone off the radar, and there 
was no record company involvement 
or anything like that. No one knew 
we were going to make a comeback. 

But if one of us had reservations, we 


Snow body 
does it better 

CREATED by Birmingham Repertory Theatre 22 years ago, 
The Snowman has been delighting young and old alike for 
over two decades with its wonderful mix of storytelling, spec¬ 
tacle and magic. 

Now, it returns to Birmingham Rep following a successful 
18th festive year in London’s West End. 

Based on Raymond Briggs’ book The Snowman and featur¬ 
ing Howard Blake’s much-loved score, The Rep’s production 
has been seen by over half a million people since it first came 
to the stage. 

The enchanting show tells the story of a young boy’s ad¬ 
ventures when his snowman comes miraculously to life on 
Christmas Eve. Featuring a dazzling array of colourful char¬ 
acters, including dancing penguins, magical reindeer, a beau¬ 
tiful snow princess, and, of course, Father Christmas himself, 
The Snowman is a treat for all the family. 

The Snowman first appeared as a beautifully illustrated 
picture book by Raymond Briggs in 1978. It has since inspired 
the classic Oscar-nominated, Bafta award-winning animated 
film, first broadcast by Channel 4 on Christmas Eve of 1982. 

The magical stage production features Howard Blake’s 
timeless musical score played by a live orchestra, and includes 
the signature song Walking in the Air. 

The Snowman is the perfect introduction to theatre for 
the very young and is at the Centenary Square theatre from 
Wednesday (January 20) to January 24. The Snowman is di¬ 
rected by Bill Alexander and choreographed by Robert North 
with set and costume designs by Ruari Murchison. 



Corrs we can 
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The Corrs are making a triumphant return Picture by K Westenberg 


wouldn’t be here either. It’s all four of 
us, or none at all.” 

After a couple of days in the studio, 
they had more than enough ideas. 
“And that’s the only reason we’re 
here,” adds Andrea. 

“If the music was no good, I 
wouldn’t be back. We’re so excited 


about it, and playing together after 
10 years not doing so.” 

By September, the quartet were on 
stage in front of 60,000 people at BBC 
Radio 2 Live in London’s Hyde Park. 

It will be worth turning up early to 
catch support group, rising star Brit¬ 
ish country music duo The Shires. 


Black Dyke bring 
the best of brass 

THE world’s most famous brass 
band comes to Birmingham for 
an afternoon concert on Sunday. 

With 160 years of rich musical 
history, Yorkshire’s Black Dyke 
Band is proud of its heritage but 
also looks to the future. Last 
year in Germany the Queens- 
bury-based band represented 
England and won the European 
Brass band Championships for 
the thirteenth time. Black Dyke 
Band is the most recorded brass 
band in the world with over 350 
recordings and most successful 
contesting band having won 
the British Open 30 times and 
the National Championships of 
Great Britain 23 times. 

The concert is at 2.30pm at 
the Symphony Hall. 


Comedians make it 
a funny start to year 

TOP American comic and actor 
Kevin Hart, who starred in Get 
Hard opposite Will Ferrell and 
in Grudge Match with Robert 
De Niro and Sylvester Stallone, 
brings his What Now? Tour to 
the Barclaycard Arena tomor¬ 
row (Fri). 

Andrew Lawrence, who re¬ 
cently had a Radio 4 sitcom, 
There Is No Escape, is at The 
Slade Rooms in Wolverhampton 
on Saturday, the same night 
Stephen K Amos plays The Old 
Rep, next to New Street Station 
in Birmingham. Expect polit¬ 
ically incorrect humour when 
Jim Davidson brings his Charl¬ 
ton Nil show to Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre on Monday. 


Magical music is 
a classical treat 

ONE of classical music’s most 
popular pieces will be brought 
to life when conductor Andrew 
Gourlay leads the City of Bir¬ 
mingham Symphony Orchestra 
through Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
Scheherazade. 

The matinee performances 
will take place today (Thu) at 
2.15pm and again on Saturday 
at 3pm. 

Gourlay will conduct pianist 
Alexander Romanovsky and the 
CBSO at Birmingham’s Sym¬ 
phony Hall. The programme 
will also feature Ravel’s own 
little book of musical fairytales, 
The Mother Goose Suite, and 
Rachmaninov’s jazziest con¬ 
certo, Piano Concerto No 4. 



= SERVIC E 


Great Bar...Great Food... 
Great Entertainment... 

Knlgms QuesT 

THURSDAY 14/01/2016 ^ ^ ] 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE \ 

FRIDAY 15/01/2016 

-V DEVOTED TO ROCK L* 

SATURDAY 16/01/2016 A 

THE TRIP PLUS DISCO «| & 

SUNDAY 17/01/2016 

» SUNDAY NIGHT KARAOKE WITH STARMAKERS m % 

* • MONDAY 18/01/2016 V \ 


^ THE QUEST FUN QUIZ & KARAOKE SHOW !!! 

, TUESDAY 19/01/2016 

, PREDATORS KARAOKE AT THE KNIGHTS QUEST 

% WEDNESDAY 20/01/2016 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT WITH CHAD WHITE 

THURSDAY 21/01/2016 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE SHOW 

FRIDAY 22/01/2016 

THE USUAL SUSPECTS 


dress code.. 




We also serve 

<g2m.GE2D8 


Mon-TFiurs : 12.00-2.30pm, 6-8pm | Fri-Sat 12.00-2.30pm 

High Street, Blackheath 


Tel; 0121 561 5599 

We serve,until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, 
11 lam Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday 
iDbORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 


Ti 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 


• British Holidays 

• European Tours 

• London Theatre 


NEW 2016 BROCHURES NOW AVAILABLE 

Or view online at parrys-international.co.uk 
Landywood Green, Cheslyn Hay WS6 7QX 
CALL ©01922 414576 
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travel 



More like a cruise ship than a ferry, Brittany Ferries sail to and from Saint Malo The beach at Santander, northern Spain’s city by the sea Enjoy a delicious seafood dinner beside the harbour in beautiful Honfleur 





A street market in the bustling Norman city of Caen 


Relax and make the ferry journey 
part of your holiday experience 


BRITTANY Ferries is riding a 
wave of success after announc¬ 
ing its most successful year in 
more than a decade. 

More passengers are using Brittany Fer¬ 
ries as the gateway to western France and 
northern Spain, and the company is also be¬ 
coming a major one-stop holiday provider. 

The 20 per cent discount on holidays 
booked before February 9 and a modest de¬ 
posit of £40 per person is proving popular 
with families, especially as they can further 
spread the cost with the balance payable six 
weeks before departure. 

Holidays in France, Spain and Portugal 
range from hotels and campsites to self-ca¬ 
tering gites, cottages, paradors, apartments 
and villas. 

Departures from Portsmouth, Poole and 
Plymouth, as opposed to negotiating the 


By Leon Burakowski 

chock-a-block M25-M20 to Dover, and the 
lure of often empty roads in Normandy and 
Brittany, instead of Calais and its problems, 
have won over families keen to avoid stress. 

The holiday starts once aboard the cruise 
ferries with day and evening cabins availa¬ 
ble, or comfortable reserved seats, to ensure 
a relaxing experience — plus live entertain¬ 
ment, cinemas, shops, fine French dining or 
self-service restaurants. 

Or from May to September there is a 
high speed service with the catamaran Nor¬ 
mandie Express getting from Portsmouth 
to Cherbourg in as little as three hours. 

Don’t rush to your resort as soon as you 
reach the port because these coastal towns 
and cities are worth exploring, maybe on a 
short break or as a touring base. Favour¬ 
ites include Caen, a short distance from the 


ferry port at Ouistreham, which is dom¬ 
inated by William the Conquerer’s huge 
castle and has the lively buzz of a univer¬ 
sity city. It is also only a short distance 
from here to Bayeux with its museum based 
around the famous tapestry. 

Le Havre was rebuilt after the destruc¬ 
tion of the Second World War and is now a 
World Heritage site, a Maritime Metropolis 
famed for its 1950s architecture, Reached 
from Portsmouth via the ‘Economie’ ser¬ 
vice, this gateway to the Alabaster Coast is 
just a short drive — via the breathtaking 
Normandy Bridge over the Seine — to the 
picturesque harbour town of Honfleur, fa¬ 
mous for art and seafood. 

If food is high on the agenda, there is a 
quite amazing range of restaurants in the 
walled port city of Saint Malo in Brittany. 
The former haunt of infamous pirates is the 
place to sample the famous Breton crepes 


and cider, and it also has lots of chic shops. 
Not far from Saint Malo is the magnificent 
and mystical Mont Saint Michel, another 
Unesco World Heritage site. The 24 to 32 
hour services to Spain from Portsmouth 
link the UK with the bustling Basque city of 
Bilbao famed for the Frank Gehry-designed 
Guggenheim Museum Bilbao and the beach 
city of Santander. 

Brittany Ferries operates routes to five 
destinations in Normandy and Brittany. 
Book online at www.brittanyferries.com or 
call 0330 159 7000. Brittany Ferries also 
has money-saving sail-and-stay offers - visit 
www.brittanyferries.com/offers. Brittany 
Ferries offers up to seven weekly return 
crossings from Portsmouth or Plymouth to 
Spain. Visit www.brittanyferries.com/holi- 
days or call 0330 159 4700. 

Pictures courtesy of www.calvados-tour 
isme.com and Brittany Ferries. 




London Theatre Breaks 




Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 




Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169." 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels (hotel 
supplements may apply) and your ticket is for a Saturday evening 
performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 
Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping 
and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £239." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel 
supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a 
Friday evening performance. 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159." 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London 
for shopping and sightseeing. 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee 
performance before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. The 
Saturday Night option includes a ticket for the show to see an 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star 
outer London hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick-up points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single rooms subject to availability - supplements apply. 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


* 



For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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CHOICE 



Dermot O'Leary 


The Getaway Car 
(BBC1, 6.50pm) 

Dermot O’Leary takes five pairs 
of contestants to the South 
African countryside, where he 
puts their nerves, driving and 
communication skills - and their 
relationships - to the test in a 
series of high-octane car-based 
challenges. The most successful 
duo receive a chance to pit their 
talents behind the wheel against 
those of Top Gear’s resident 
stunt-driver the Stig. Should they 
triumph, the winners will claim a 
£10,000 cash prize and the title 
of Getaway Champions. The 
contest gets under way as 
firefighter Matt and his wife 
Nicola, studio recording duo Sas 
and Grant, railway workers 
Wayne and Illy, long-term couple 
Vicki and Lindsey and newly 
engaged pair Manuella and 
Jamie take a spin on the show’s 
circuit. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 
12.10 Football Focus. 12.50 Saturday 
Sportsday. 1.00 Live Snooker: The 
Masters. The opening semi-final from 
Alexandra Palace, London. 4.30 Final 
Score. 5.10 Now You See It. 5.40 BBC 
News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Lizzie 
Webb, Chris Steele, Robin 
Cousins, Rosemary Conley, Iwan 
Thomas, Katharine Merry, Dr 
Dawn Harper and Dr Pixie 
McKenna compete in a “health and 
fitness” edition of the quiz. 

6.50 The Getaway Car. New series. Five 
pairs of contestants head to South 
Africa to test their nerves, driving 
and communication skills in a 
series of car-based challenges. 
Presented by Dermot O’Leary. 

7.45 The Voice UK. The BBC’s flagship 
singing contest continues as 
Paloma Faith, Boy George, 
Will.i.am and Ricky Wilson preside 
over the second of seven “blind 
auditions”, in which they must 
select their teams by assessing 
contestants’ vocal abilities alone. 
This time, the coaches hear from 
professional cage fighter Chase 
Morton, who sings on his way to 
bouts, and violinist-turned- 
vocalist Charley Blue. Plus, drag 
queen Divina DeCampo displays a 
unique voice and Liverpudlian 
Stevie Calrow shows off the 
talents that once gave him a 
chance to sing with the Beatles. 
9.05 Casualty. Ethan desperately 
searches a stretched-to-capacity 
ED for a bed to accommodate a 
critically ill elderly woman, and a 
young couple’s plans to go 
travelling are halted by a car crash. 
9.55 The National Lottery Live. Gaby 
Roslin presents as the all- 
important winning numbers are 
revealed. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Manchester City v 
Crystal Palace at the Etihad 
Stadium and Chelsea v Everton at 
Stamford Bridge; National Lottery 
Update. 

11.50 Snooker: The Masters - Extra. 

Hazel Irvine presents. 

1.50 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.55 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.05 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 6.55 
Film: Wonder Man. (1945) Comedy 
musical, starring Danny Kaye and 
Virginia Mayo. 8.30 Film: The Prisoner 
of Zenda. (1952) Adventure, starring 
Stewart Granger. 10.10 Homes Under 
the Hammer. (R) 11.10 Natural World. 

(R) 12.00 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 12.45 James Martin: 

Home Comforts. (R) 1.30 Bargain Hunt. 
(R) 2.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.00 
For What It’s Worth. (R) 3.45 Flog It! (R) 

4.30 Live Snooker: The Masters. The 
concluding frames of the opening semi¬ 
final. 5.30 Victorian Bakers. (R) 

6.30 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
and his platoon are challenged to a 
cricket match by Warden Hodges, 
who has signed up a professional 
for his side. Featuring a guest 
appearance by former England and 
Yorkshire fast bowler Fred 
Trueman. Vintage comedy first 
shown in 1970, starring Arthur 
Lowe and Bill Pertwee. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: The Masters. Hazel 
Irvine presents coverage of the 
second semi-final from Alexandra 
Palace, London, where the line-up 
for the final will be confirmed over 
the best of 11 frames. Shaun 
Murphy prevailed against Mark 
Allen with a 6-2 victory in last 
year’s concluding semi-final, 
earning him a chance to claim the 
title in a contest against Neil 
Robertson. With commentary by 
Dennis Taylor, Ken Doherty, 
Stephen Hendry, John Virgo, Steve 
Davis and John Parrott. 
Subsequent programmes subject 
to change. 

10.30 Ql XL. Panellists Sue Perkins, 
Romesh Ranganathan, Bill Bailey 
and Alan Davies compete, as 
Stephen Fry hosts an extended 
edition of the irreverent quiz show. 

11.15 Insert Name Here. Hugh Dennis, 
Omid Djalili, Roisin Conaty and 
Alice Roberts join captains Richard 
Osman and Josh Widdicombe to 
answer questions about famous 
people who share a name. (R) 

11.45 Dragons’ Den. The panel of 
entrepreneurs casts an eye over 
more business ideas, including an 
innovative camping stove and a 
scheme involving hard-boiled 
eggs. Evan Davis presents. (R) 

12.45 Film: Spider. (2002) David 
Cronenberg’s psychological thriller, 
starring Ralph Fiennes. 2.20 This Is BBC 
Two. Preview of upcoming programmes 
from BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.05 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 Murder, 
She Wrote. (R) 10.15 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.20 ITV News; Weather. 12.30 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.30 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 2.35 Tipping Point. (R) 3.35 
Doc Martin. (R) 4.30 The Martin Lewis 
Money Show. (R) 5.00 The Saturday 
Night Story. (R) 

6.05 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates more viewer- 
submitted comical mishaps, 
including an unusual take on Ninja 
Warrior UK and a fine example of 
why bicycle selfies are a bad idea. 
7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Ben Shephard, 
Rochelle Humes and Chris Kamara 
host the fourth heat, as 
competitors from across the UK 
test their strength, speed and 
courage in the obstacle-course 
challenge. 

8.00 Take Me Out. Paddy McGuinness 
lines up another selection of 
potential sweethearts for his 30 
single women. This time, the love 
lift delivers Irish dancer Mitch 
from Bristol, diamond consultant 
Adam from Essex, Salisbury- 
based musician Nathan, and Rick, 
an ice hockey player from 
Blackburn. Each man sets out to to 
impress the ladies, hoping they 
keep their lights on as a sign of 
approval, and Paddy provides an 
update from last week’s couples 
on the Isle of Fernandos. 

9.20 The Jonathan Ross Show. Veteran 
actor Michael Caine visits the 
studio for his first British chat 
show appearance in nearly 10 
years, along with Creed stars 
Michael B Johnson and Sylvester 
Stallone. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Film: Lethal Weapon 4. (1998) 
Action adventure, starring Mel 
Gibson. 

12.50 Jackpot247. 3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Ironman Switzerland. 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
9.00 The Morning Line. 10.00 Film: 

Flash Gordon. (1980) 12.10 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.35 Marvel’s Agents 
of SHIELD. 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Warwick, Wetherby and 
Chelmsford City. 4.00 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 4.35 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
5.05 Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.35 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 

6.05 Channel 4 News. 

6.35 Location, Location, Location. 
Kirstie Allsopp comes to the aid of 
two friends who want to move to 
East London, and are pooling their 
resources in the hope of getting a 
shared house together. Phil 
Spencer helps a local woman 
hoping to make an investment that 
will help her with her long-term 
goal of quitting her job and making 
a living as a yoga teacher. (R) 

7.30 World’s Weirdest Homes. Charlie 
Luxton presents a guide to 20 of 
the most unusual residences ever 
built, before revealing what he 
considers the weirdest house on 
Earth. Residences featured include 
a skip that provides living space 
for an artist, a rotating house, a 
plane in the middle of a forest, a 
converted nuclear missile silo, a 
perfect replica of the family home 
from The Munsters, a house 
shaped like a giant beagle, a 
summerhouse by a frequently 
flooding river and an apartment 
block that looks like a giant snake. 
(R) 

9.00 Film: Fast & Furious 6. (2013) 
Premiere. A gang of fugitives is 
reunited by an FBI manhunter, who 
offers the criminals pardons in 
return for their help. They must go 
to Europe and bring down a 
criminal syndicate led by a 
ruthless London gangster, whose 
right-hand woman is an old friend 
of theirs assumed to be dead. 
Action thriller sequel, with Vin 
Diesel, Dwayne Johnson and 
Michelle Rodriguez. 

11.40 Film: The Running Man. (1987)A 
convict takes part in a brutal TV 
game show in which he is hunted 
by a series of gadget-wielding 
killers. Sci-fi action adventure, 
with Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

1.30 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.30 Phil Spencer: 
Secret Agent. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 

Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.30 The Saturday 

Show. 11.35 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.30 Film: 

Columbo: A Matter of Honour. (1976) 

Crime drama, starring Peter Falk. 3.00 

Nightmare Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 

4.00 Ben Fogle: New Lives in the Wild. 

(R) 5.00 Ice Road Truckers. (R) 

6.00 5 News Weekend. 

6.05 World War II in Colour. How 
Britain remained defiant after the 
retreat from Dunkirk, the 
development of radar and a 
breakthrough in cracking German 
codes that helped it win the Battle 
of Britain. (R) 

7.00 World War II Battlefield 

Recovery. A four-man team of 
excavation experts sets out to 
retrieve Second World War relics 
from the battlefields of the Eastern 
Front, telling the stories of fallen 
soldiers by examining their 
remains. 

8.00 Chasing Monsters. Adventurer 
Cyril Chauquet visits remote 
waters to seek out the colossal 
goliath grouper, the world’s largest 
marine fish, which can grow to 
more than 800 pounds. 

9.00 The Championship: Football 
League Tonight. Kelly Cates and 
George Riley present extended 
highlights of the weekend’s 
second-tier matches, including a 
Yorkshire derby as Sheffield 
Wednesday met Leeds United at 
Hillsborough. 

10.00 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. Kelly Cates and George 
Riley present all the goals from 
League One and League Two, 
where fixtures included Bradford 
City v Oldham Athletic and 
Accrington Stanley v Portsmouth. 

10.30 Celebrity Big Brother. Highlights 
of the famous housemates’ past 
24 hours under the all-seeing eye 
of Big Brother, as they try to get 
used to living alongside one 
another. 

11.30 Lip Sync Battle UK: Jason 
Manford v Michelle Keegan. 

Melanie Brown and Professor 
Green present the musical game 
show as comedian Jason Manford 
and actress Michelle Keegan go 
head to head lip-synching to a hit 
song.(R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity Big 

Brother. (R) 4.00 Celebrity Big Brother: 

Heroes and Villains. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
9.00 Live at the Apollo 9.30 Film: Drive 
(2011) 11.05 Family Guy 12.55 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 1.25 Live at the 
Apollo 1.55 Siblings 2.25 Film: Bedtime 
Stories (2008) 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Stories from the Dark Earth: Meet 
the Ancestors Revisited 8.00 Castles - 
Britain’s Fortified History 9.00 The Young 
Montalbano 10.40 Music Moguls: 
Masters of Pop 11.40 One-Hit Wonders 
at the BBC 12.40 Danny Baker’s Great 
Album Showdown 1.45 Top of the Pops 
3.05 Sounds of the Eighties 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

11.20 Ninja Warrior UK 12.20 You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold 1.50 Film: What a 
Girl Wants (2003) 4.00 Film: Bean 
(1997) 5.45 Film: The Lost World: 
Jurassic Park (1997) 8.15 Beowulf: 
Return to the Shieldlands 9.20 Take Me 
Out -The Gossip 10.20 Film: American 
Pie 2 (2001) 12.25 The Keith Lemon 
Sketch Show 1.20 Reality Bites 1.55 Viral 
Tap 2.30 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.55 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 
Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.50 A Touch of Frost 1.50 The 
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 4.05 
Film: Columbo: Butterfly in Shades of 
Grey (1993) 6.05 Lewis 8.00 Foyle’s War 
10.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 12.00 
Marchlands 1.00 The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes 2.00 Man About the 
House 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

I. 1 5 Film: Captain Newman MD (1964) 

3.50 Film: Tobruk (1 967) 6.00 Storage 
Wars: Texas 8.00 Storage Wars 9.00 
Film: Assassins (1 995) 11.40 Film: The 
Glimmer Man (1 996) 1.35 Nitro Circus 
2.00 The Professionals 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

II. 00 How I Met Your Mother 12.00 
Couples Come Dine with Me 2.00 The 
Goldbergs 3.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.00 
The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Role 
Models (2008) 11.00 Gogglebox 12.40 
The Inbetweeners 1.50 The IT Crowd 
2.45 How I Met Your Mother 3.30 Don’t 
Trust the b**** in Apartment 23 4.15 
Revenge 

Film4 

11.00 The Frogmen (1951) 1.00 The 
Three Musketeers (1993) 3.05 Carry On 
Up the Khyber (1968) 5.00 Fast Girls 
(2012) 6.45 Tootsie (1982)9.00 
Contraband (2012) 11.10 Alleluia (2014) 

1.00 The Wolfman (2010) 3.20 Close 


Protect your 


Regular vaccinations 
help protect your pet 
against disease. 


£15 

Vaccinations * 

Book your appointment now 

•Terms and conditions apply. Offer promoted by Pets 
at Home Vet Group Limited, Epsom Avenue, Stanley 
Green Trading Estate, Handforth, Cheshire, SK9 3RN. 
Valid for cats and dogs only. Appointments must 
be booked in advance. Voucher must be presented 
to receive this offer and can only be used once per 
customer. Cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other offer. One standard booster included for £15. 

If your pet requires a primary vaccination course of 
two injections this will be charged at £30. Excludes 
vaccinations for Rabies, Chlamydia and Kennel Cough. 
If any further treatment of consultations are required, 
these will be charged at normal surgery prices. Offer 
ends 29.02.16. No cash alternative. Offer may be 
withdrawn at any time without notice. Only available 
at Vets4Pets Halesowen and is not tranferrable 
between practices. 


123 Stourbridge Road, 

Halesowen, B63 3UA 

Call: 0121 550 9909 

or visit: www.vets4pets.com/halesowen 
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Putting your pet first 



WINTER SALE 

50%off 
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Hallowood 



Hallowood Stourbridge 

Lint 9 Ry^marto«t ofrrxx*Kj Cenlfe. 
StourbrkXjc, MMs Cw 1KJ 
(Opposite Casta Coffee) 

Tel: 01364 443024 
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SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 17 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Liz White 


Call the Midwife 
(BBC1,8pm) 

Hot on the heels of the 
Christmas special comes the 
start of the period drama’s fifth 
series. It’s now 1961 and the 
winds of social change are 
starting to blow into Poplar - 
but that’s not the only matter 
that’s about to alter. The 
nurses’ uniforms have had a 
tweak, enabling them to ditch 
their ill-fitting dresses for 
something with a more 
flattering cut. It’s Easter when 
we catch up with the ladies, and 
Patsy’s attention is taken by 
local mother Rhoda Mullucks 
who, along with her husband, 
struggles to cope after giving 
birth to a baby with severe 
deformities. Meanwhile, Trixie 
launches an exercise class that 
highlights how little Poplar’s 
womenfolk know about their 
own bodies. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 2.15 Eat Well for 
Less? (R) 3.15 Escape to the Country. 
4.15 Lifeline. 4.25 Songs of Praise. 5.00 
Great Barrier Reef with David 
Attenborough. (R) 

6.00 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker and Ellie 
Harrison explore Gloucestershire, 
visiting Batsford Arboretum, 
where the trees are being given a 
health check, and the International 
Centre for Birds of Prey, where 
Californian Condors are being bred 
in captivity. Plus, Josh 
Widdicombe visits a Welsh 
campsite and beach that holds 
special memories for him and his 
family, Adam Henson meets one of 
the finalist from last year’s Food 
and Farming Awards and Tom 
Heap reports on neglected and 
abandoned horses. Including 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. A 
bridegroom has cold feet, and it 
falls to Granville to ensure he 
makes it to the wedding. Mrs 
Featherstone continues her search 
for a husband, and spies two likely 
candidates. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. New series. 
Patsy helps to deliver a severely 
deformed baby, and the sisters 
rally round to give the parents the 
support they need. A keep fit class 
leads to a medical emergency. 

9.00 War & Peace. Pierre fights a duel 
with Dolokhov, Natasha and Sonya 
both receive unexpected marriage 
proposals, and Nikolai makes the 
mistake of placing his trust in a 
dangerous friend. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action, featuring 
Liverpool v Manchester United. 

II. 30 Film: The Devil’s Double. (2011) 

An Iraqi soldier is plunged into a 
world of murder and violence 
when he becomes a body double 
for Saddam Hussein’s son. Fact- 
based drama, with Dominic 
Cooperand Ludivine Sagnier. 

1.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.15 
BBC News. 


6.30 The A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 

7.15 Monty Don’s Italian Gardens. (R) 

8.15 Countryfile. (R) 9.15 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 10.45 James Martin: 
Home Comforts. (R) 11.30 James 
Martin: Home Comforts. (R) 12.15 
MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 Live Snooker: The 
Masters. Hazel Irvine presents coverage 
of the opening eight frames of the final 
from Alexandra Palace, London, where 
the best-of-19-frames match takes place. 
Subsequent programmes subject to 
change. 5.15 Ski Sunday. 

6.00 World’s Sneakiest Animals. Chris 
Packham features animals that 
utilise devious tactics to win a 
mate and raise a family, such as 
bower birds and fiddler crabs, who 
use optical illusions to impress a 
female, and male topi antelope, 
who fake danger to give them an 
edge. He also looks at family life, 
including the chicks that blackmail 
their parents, and the honeyguide 
bird that dupes another species 
into raising its young. Last in the 
series. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: The Masters. Hazel 
Irvine presents concluding 
coverage of the final from 
Alexandra Palace, London, where 
a maximum of 11 frames will be 
played to decide this year’s 
champion. Shaun Murphy claimed 
his first Masters title with a 10-2 
victory over Neil Robertson in 
2015, winning all four frames in 
the second session to avenge a 
defeat suffered at the hands of “the 
Thunder” in this match three years 
earlier. With commentary by 
Dennis Taylor, Ken Doherty, 
Stephen Hendry, John Virgo, Steve 
Davis and John Parrott. 
Subsequent programmes subject 
to change. 

11.00 Film: Jo Nesbo’s Headhunters. 

(2011) A corporate headhunter 
moonlights as a thief, but his latest 
robbery leads him to uncover a 
dangerous secret. Crime thriller, 
starring Aksel Hennie and Nikolaj 
Coster-Waldau. 

12.35 Sign Zone: Countryfile. Matt Baker 
learns about oilseed-rape farming in 
Hertfordshire with chef Jean-Christophe 
Novelli, and Adam Henson meets the 
winner of last year’s Countryfile Farming 
Hero award. (R) 1.35 Holby City. Essie 
allows her personal life to affect her work 
when she has to deal with a difficult 
mother-and-son relationship, while Guy’s 
career goes from strength to strength. 

(R) 2.35 This Is BBC Two. Preview of 
upcoming programmes from BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: 
The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: Nerds & Monsters. 8.30 
Scrambled!: Bear Grylls Survival Story. 
9.05 Scrambled!: The Tom & Jerry 
Show. (R) 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

10.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.20 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.35 Catchphrase. (R) 2.20 
Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 3.20 Film: You 
Only Live Twice. (1967) 5.35 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.45 ITV News; 
Weather. 

6.00 Unbelievable Moments Caught 
on Camera. Part two of two. 
Alastair Stewart presents footage 
of extraordinary animal rescues, 
including a couple who came to 
the aid of a humpback whale that 
had got caught in fishing nets. 

7.00 Beowulf: Return to the 
Shieldlands. Rheda leads a 
search for Slean, who has 
disappeared without trace - but is 
also under increasing pressure to 
identify the traitor before her 
people turn against her. 

8.00 Endeavour. The detective 

investigates the disappearance of 
a Dutch au pair, which seems 
connected to rivalry amid the city’s 
academics. His search leads him 
to a family estate in the 
Oxfordshire countryside where he 
meets three siblings divided by 
personal demons and shared loss. 
Endeavour suspects there is a link 
between the disappearance and an 
unsolved case from years before, 
but as the investigation continues, 
conflict erupts between his fellow 
officers. When a group of 
teenagers makes a horrifying 
discovery, he suspects someone is 
manipulating events from afar. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20Joanna Lumley’s Trans-Siberian 
Adventure. Joanna concludes her 
journey, visiting the city where the 
Russian royal family was killed, 
before returning to the place 
where she was photographed in 
1966. Last in the series. (R) 

11.20 Perspectives: Eddie Redmayne 
on War Art. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 


6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. (R) 

1.30 Location, Location, Location. (R) 
2.35 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 3.05 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 3.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 3.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

4.25 The Simpsons. (R) 4.55 The 
Simpsons. (R) 5.30 Film: Epic. (2013) 
Premiere. Animated adventure, with the 
voice of Amanda Seyfried. 

7.30 Channel 4 News. 

8.00 Walking the Himalayas. Levison 
Wood returns to the site of his car 
crash to resume the journey, and 
is reunited with the people who 
saved his life. He keeps a promise 
to Binod by accompanying him on 
a trek to his family home in 
Pokhara, before continuing their 
travels with members of the 
Gurung tribe, who risk their lives 
to collect honey from wild bees 
living on high cliffs. They visit the 
site of an earthquake in 2014 and 
visit Kathmandu, before crossing 
the border into Bhutan. 

9.00 Deutschland 83. While at a Nato 
conference in Brussels, Moritz 
gets an assignment to seduce a 
security analyst’s secretary so he 
can install a microphone in their 
office. He receives word that his 
mother is on the shortlist for a 
kidney transplant, and provides a 
sample of his blood to see if he is a 
suitable donor. Meanwhile in the 
East, Annett discovers her mother 
is hiding something from her. In 
German. 

10.008 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the comedy 
panel show, with guests Jason 
Manford and Roisin Conaty joining 
forces with team captains Sean 
Lock and Jon Richardson. (R) 

11.05 Film: The Final Destination. 
(2009) Four teenagers escape 
being killed in a tragedy at a 
racetrack-only to start 
dying in a series of gruesome 
accidents. Horror sequel, starring 
Bobby Campo and Shantel 
VanSanten. 

12.35 15 Kids and Counting. (R) 1.30 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 3.55 The 
Fabulous Baker Brothers. 4.50 Kirstie’s 
Vintage Gems. (R) 5.00 The Restoration 
Man. Revisiting a builder who converted 
a former 18th-century folly. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 
6.45 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.05 Roobarb and Custard 
Too. (R) 7.15 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 
7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Little Princess. 
(R) 7.50 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.00 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.25 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.40 Wanda 
and the Alien. (R) 8.55 Toby’s Travelling 
Circus. (R) 9.10 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 
LazyTown. (R) 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 The 
Championship: Football League Tonight. 
(R) 11.30 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. (R) 11.55 Police Interceptors. 
(R) 12.55 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.55 
Film: Blue Streak. (1999) Comedy, 
starring Martin Lawrence. 3.40 Film: 
Cheaper By the Dozen 2. (2005) Comedy 
sequel, starring Steve Martin. 5.25 Film: 
George of the Jungle. (1997) Comedy, 
starring Brendan Fraser. 

7.10 Film: Ace Ventura: When Nature 
Calls. (1995) The eccentric pet 
detective is coaxed out of self- 
imposed exile in a Buddhist 
monastery to visit Africa and help 
search for a sacred white bat. 
However, his unique investigative 
talents are tested to the limits as 
he faces a race against time to find 
the missing creature and prevent a 
tribal war. Comedy sequel, starring 
Jim Carrey, Simon Callow and Bob 
Gunton. Edited for language and 
sexual content. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. A chance to 
catch up with the latest events 
inside the house as the celebrities 
cope with living under constant 
surveillance, with all the 
arguments and alliances, as well 
as the revelations in the diary 
room. 

10.00 Film: Eat Pray Love. (2010) 

Premiere. A divorced woman goes 
on a journey around the world, 
hoping to find the inner peace she 
feels she has always lacked. 
Drama, starring Julia Roberts and 
James Franco. 

12.40 Tattoo Disasters UK. A drunken 
man who used a tattoo gun to etch 
names on his arms. (R) 1.05 
SuperCasino. Viewers get the chance to 
take part in live interactive gaming, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 3.10 
Bargain-Loving Brits in the Sun. Cameras 
follow magician Barry, who tries to forge 
anewlifeinBenidorm.(R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Great TV Mistakes 7.10 Pop’s 
Greatest Dance Crazes 7.40 The Voice UK 
9.00 Film: Looper (2012) 10.50 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 11.20 Family Guy 
12.05 American Dad! 12.45 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 1.15 Siblings 1.45 
Pop’s Greatest Dance Crazes 2.15 Great 
TV Mistakes 2.25 Film: 102 Dalmatians 
(2000) 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 India’s Frontier Railways 8.00 
Empire of the Tsars: Romanov Russia 
with Lucy Worsley 9.00 Storyville: The 
Golden Age of Circus - Show of Shows 

10.15 Timeshift: A Day at the Zoo 11.15 
Lost Horizons: The Big Bang 12.15 Alex 
Higgins: The People’s Champion 1.15 
20th Century Battlefields 2.15 American 
Nomads 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

11.40 Take Me Out 12.55 Take Me Out- 
The Gossip 2.00 You’ve Been Framed! 

2.55 Film: Nanny McPhee and the Big 
Bang (2010) 5.05 Film: Jurassic Park III 
(2001) 6.55 Minion Madness 7.10 Film: 
Hotel Transylvania (2012) 9.00 Film: 
Quantum of Solace (2008) 11.10 Film: 
Not Another Teen Movie (2001) 1.15 
Reality Bites 1.50 Planet’s Funniest 
Animals 2.15 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.45 Film: Columbo: Butterfly in 
Shades of Grey (1993) 1.40 The 
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 3.55 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 5.55 Midsomer 
Murders 8.00 Me and My Guide Dog 
9.00 Neil Diamond: One Night Only 10.15 
Film: Captain Corelli’s Mandolin (2001) 

12.45 Film: Ooh, You Are Awful (1972) 

2.30 On the Buses 3.50 Heartbeat 
ITV4 

2.05 Film: The Hanging Tree (1959) 4.15 
Film: Apache (1954) 6.05 Film: Smokey 
and the Bandit (1977) 8.00 The Chase: 
Celebrity Special 9.00 Film: The Client 
(1994) 11.30 Film: 30 Days of Night 
(2007) 1.45 Alias Smith and Jones 2.40 
Movies Now 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 
E4 

5.10 The Big Bang Theory: Superheroes 
9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 
Tattoo Fixers 11.00 Rude Tube 12.05 The 
Inbetweeners 1.15 The IT Crowd 2.20 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 3.15 Don’t 
Trust the b**** in Apartment 23 
Film4 

11.00 13 Rue Madeleine (1946) 1.00 
Clueless (1995) 2.50 Napoleon Dynamite 
(2004) 4.40 The Princess Diaries (2001) 

6.55 America’s Sweethearts (2001) 9.00 
Taken (2008) 10.45 Mr Nice (2010) 



Children living in cold homes are at greater risk from flu and breathing illnesses. 
They may also suffer mental health problems and underachieve at school. 

Don't put their health at risk this winter. 

Contact the Winter Warmth Support Service for a free home visit for: 

• advice on keeping warm and keeping well 

• advice on accessing energy discounts and cheaper tariffs 

• energy-saving tips 

• help to set temperatures and service heating appliances 

Insulation • boilers * blankets • heaters • hot water bottles 
can also be provided (criteria apply to all). 


Call us now on 01384 817086 

or email: WinterWarmth@dudley.gov.uk 



keep warm, 
keep well 

Winter warmth support service 



cza 



Recruiting the 
right employee 
can be a real 
headache 

Try our Express & Star 
Recruitment Remedy 
and we guarantee to fill 
your vacancy. 

Price start from £399+VAT 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Crimes of the Mind, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Carolyn Raeburn signs her 16-year-old daughter 
Laura up for a few weeks of horse-riding lessons at a 
remote ranch, but the teenager ends up being 
brainwashed by a woman who grooms her to take the 
place of her own murdered child. Fact-based thriller, 
starring Christina Cox and Paula Trickey. (2014) 

TUESDAY 

The Heist, BBC1,11.45pm 

Roger, a security guard working at an American 
museum, discovers several pieces from a collection 
he has defended for more than a Determined to stop 
the sale from taking place, he enlists the aid of two 
like-minded guards in a desperate mission to steal the 
artworks. Crime comedy, starring Christopher Walken, 
Morgan Freeman and William H Macy. (2009 

WEDNESDAY 

Good, BBC1,11.45pm 

A literary professor in 1930s Germany finds his work 
praised by the fast-rising Nazi party, and begins to 
enjoy the privileges conferred by their acclaim. Drama, 
with Viggo Mortensen and Jason Isaacs. (2008) 



THURSDAY 

Virtual Lies, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman discovers her husband is having an affair 
over the internet. He is shamed into giving up the 
relationship and trying to save their troubled marriage, 
but the concerned wife soon discovers her online rival 
is dangerously obsessed with him and will stop at 
nothing to drive them apart. Thriller, starring Christina 
Cox and Marc Menard. (2012) 

FRIDAY 

You Only Live Twice, ITV, 11.10pm 

James Bond is sent on a mission to uncover the truth 
behind the disappearances of Soviet and American 
space capsules before the mutually suspicious 
superpowers go to war. The trail leads to Japan, 
where Bond finally comes face to face with his arch¬ 
enemy Blofeld. Spy thriller, starring Sean Connery, 
Donald Pleasence, Akiko Wakabayashi and Bernard 
Lee. (1967) 


Joyce is still managing 
to have fun in the sun 


W ith the departure of the 

Garveys at the end of the last 
season, many thought that 
ITV’s sun-kissed comedy may have 
finally reached the end of it’s shelf life. 

However, last week’s hilarious 
series eight opener proved that there 
are still plenty of laughs to be had with 
the holidaymakers at the Solana. 

Replacing the Garveys as the main 
family in the show are the Dawsons - 
Sheron (Julie Graham) and Eddie 
(Steve Edge) - hoping for a relaxing 
holiday with their children Rob (Josh 
Bolt) and Jodie (Honor Kneafsey). 

However, in true Benidorm style, a 
peaceful time is not what they get, 
especially as Grandad ‘Eddie’ Dawson 
(Bobby Knutt) tags along. 

In tonight’s episode, Eddie attempts 
to make amends with his daughter in 
law Sheron, which is not easy. Julie 
Graham who plays the matriarch says: 

“She’s got a temper! She’s not very 
pleased that Billy’s father Eddie has 
gatecrashed the family holiday. It’s 
putting her marriage under a huge 
strain. She feels like she’s being made 
to hang out with a really annoying child. 


‘The theme running through the 
series with them is that Billy is trying 
to find the right moment to tell Sheron 
that Eddie is going to move in with 
them back home. He’s obviously 
putting it off because he knows how 
she’s going to react!” 

Another former Solana resident, 
Tiger Dyke (Danny Walters), is back 
for a lads holiday and has brought his 
pal Joey Ellis (Nathan Bryon) along. 

Tonight, the lads take a liking to new 
staff girl Amber, but do they stand a 
chance and are they simply in Spain 
for the sun, sea and sex? 

‘There’s a bit of that, but the 
comedy comes from them being such 
fools,” Walters explains. 

‘They are so innocent, it’s not all 
about drinking and ladies. It’s about 
two mates having fun and they get 
things wrong all the time.” 

Newcomer to the show, Bryon, 
agrees. 

‘They are both utterly useless to be 
honest,” he says. 

So there are few new characters on 
the Costa Blanca, but one old face 


who has returned is Jake Canuso, 
who plays Mateo, the show’s wannabe 
Lothario who is back, fresh from a 
short stint in Madrid. 

In this episode, Mateo becomes the 
odd choice to run a staff first aid 
course. And stalwart Canuso is in no 
doubt that there is plenty of life left in 
the show, eight years down the line. 

“It has real heart, it has craziness, 
jokes and the campness, but 
underneath all that there is a realness 
to the characters,” he says. 

‘They all have their flaws and you 
get a glimmer of that every now and 
again. 

“I also think the time of year that the 
show is on is perfect, as it’s cold and 
dark outside and you switch on your 
telly and see sunshine and blue skies.” 

Of course, having great guest stars 
who are eager to frequent the Solana 
does hurt either. The likes of Shane 
Ritchie, John Challis, Michael Fenton 
Stevens, Frances Barber and Angus 
Deayton all cropping up in future 
weeks, while tonight’s guest star is 
none other than legendary comedian 
and actor Roy Hudd. 



Sherrie Hewson stars in Benidorm, Monday, ITV, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Silent Witness 
BBC1,9pm 

Part one of two. An ex-convict is found murdered in 
his home and suspicion immediately lands on a 
recently released child killer. Nikki and the Lyell 
team are introduced to forensic psychologist Sasha 
Blackburn, who works closely with those released 
from prison on licence, as both the victim and one 
of the suspects are clients of hers. The investigators 
soon learn that it is not just the minds of these 
young men that are fragile, but their freedom is too. 
Forensic crime drama, guest starring Lyndsey 
Marshal and Niamh Cusack. 

TUESDAY 
Phone Shop Idol 
BBC2,10pm 

New series. Britain’s mobile phone sales force battle 
it out in ‘Shop Idol’, an annual industry competition, 
in a test of their technical knowledge, customer 
service and sales skills. Over six months, the 
salespeople will take part in competitive heats 
presided over by three judges, with the winner 
receiving a fast-tracked career. In the first edition, 
the most ambitious phone shop staff are selected to 
represent their company. Their customer approach 
is then tested in a secretly filmed visit. 


WEDNESDAY 

The National Television Awards 
ITV, 7.30pm 

The nation’s most popular shows and stars gather 
at The 02, London for the ceremony celebrating 
the best of British TV over the past year. Viewers 
choose the winners via a nationwide poll, with TV 
talking points such as Poldark, Doctor Foster, 
Humans, Downton Abbey, Gogglebox, The Great 
British Bake Off, X Factor, and Strictly Come 
Dancing competing for honours. Includes special 
guest performers, plus Billy Connolly receiving J 
the NTAs Special Recognition Award from I 
Dustin Hoffman. Presented by Dermot O’Leary. 1 


folks using ever more extreme ways to make their 
faces and bodies stand out. They include Amy, an 
animal lover who had her eyes tattooed black to 
look like a horse and her tongue split to look like a 
snake. We also meet Andrea, a party girl tired of 
her giant double-F boob job. 


The Story of China 
BBC2, 9pm 

New series. Michael Wood tells the story of the 
world’s newest superpower, exploring the stories, 
people, culture and landscapes that have helped 
create its character over 4,000 years. He begins by 
looking at ancestry, one of the great themes of 
Chinese history. He joins a 300-strong family as 
they reunite to carry out rituals for an ancestor who 
died in 1049, witnesses a million pilgrims at the 
shrine of the goddess Nu Wa, and hears about 
China’s greatest archaeological discovery, the 
Oracle Bones, which reveal fascinating clues about 
the first great dynasty - the Shang. 

FRIDAY 
Shetland 
BBC1,9pm 

Perez quickly establishes that Robbie’s body was 
retrieved from inside a shipping container. As such a 
thing can only be locked externally, the team now 
seeks a murderer - with Michael Maguire the prime 
suspect. A search of the ferry reveals that someone 
forced entry into the deck where the container was 
parked. Craig is implicated when Robbie’s recovered 
phone reveals several missed calls from him, but 
Maguire remains heavily in the frame after the team 
discovers he recently made a sizable cash withdrawal. 


Bodyshockers: Nips, Tucks and 
Tattoos 

Channel 4,10pm 

A new year makes many want to try 
new things, such as get a tattoo or 
transform our bodies and faces in an 
attempt to stand out. But some folks 
like to take such things to the extreme 
as this show proves. There’s a growing 
trend of irreversible tattoos, alarming 

sub dermals and huge breast _ 

enhancements, as Katie Piper 
reveals. She’ll be chatting to 



Bodyshockers: Nips, Tucks and Tattoos, 
Wednesday, Channel 4,10pm 


THURSDAY 
Death in Paradise 
BBC1, 9pm 

There’s rarely a dull moment for the 
models at a local fashion show, 
whether it’s the pressure of quick 
changes between parading up and 
down the catwalk or the perils of 
tearing the odd dress. However, 
when Zoe McKay is strangled a 
few moments after leaving the 
catwalk, Dl Humphrey 
Goodman and his team are 
called in to investigate. As 
always the investigation 
proves to be far from easy. 
There are no apparent 
witnesses and a lack of 
DNA evidence. Kris Marshall and 
Danny John 
Jules star. 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

w carpets and wooden floors. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


■ 


Handmade Suites, 
Sofas and 
Chairs 


IN BRIERLEY HILL 

Formerly of Halesowen 

SALE NOW ON 



Suites from £795.. 

NEW BED DEPARTMENT 


GW7@pg 


K. 


jr 


Singles from £117 Doubles from £175 


showroom 1 79 Dudley Road, Brierley Hill 01384 484000 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.360 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


M 

2 

G 

3 

L 

U 

5 

X 

6 1 

7 

A 

8 

F 

9 T 

10 

N 

W 

12 

P 

13 

o 

14 

B 

15 

E 

16 

D 

17 

z 

18 

Q 

19 

K 

20 

R 

21 

c 

22 

J 

23 

H 

24 

V 

25 

Y 

26 

s 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 

fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Reading about a 
description of a 
wood, perhaps (7) 

7. Maurice has a heart 
of gold (5) 

9. An expert well 
served (3) 

10. It’s horrible fighting 


government (9) 

12. Martin hopes to 
mix, the very thing 
he hates (11) 

15. The sort of food 
people won’t stand 
for (3-4,4) 

17. Happen to finish in 
the first three (4,5) 
19. Spot a little girl (3) 
21. Less than pleased 


Down 

1. A boring couple (5) 

2. Service gratuity (3) 

3. Apportion food, 
say? (4) 

4. Killer who gives one 
a close shave (3-6) 

5. Steals the child 
while it sleeps? (7) 

8. Base 

Shakespearean 
character (6) 

11. It’s bawled out - and 
is unlikely to react 
tamely (4,5) 

13. Les gets mixed up 
with the law, too 
(2,4) 

14. Possibly a term in a 
tower (7) 

16. He gave people 
the law and doctors 
directions (5) 


with the contract (5) 8 . Overcook fish (4) 


22. Has to r< 

(7) 


20. Enclosure in the 
post you open (3) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

6. Hide (7) 

7. Tantalise (5) 

9. Charge (3) 

10. Melancholy (9) 

12. Changes of fortune (3-3-5) 
15. Tropical disease (6,5) 

17. Residing in (9) 

19. Moose (3) 

21. Beneath (5) 

22. Clumsy (7) 


Down 

1. Lid (5) 

2. Perform (3) 

3. Ignoble (4) 

4. Warship (9) 

5. Amaze (7) 

8. Interfere (6) 

11. Clapped (9) 

13. Ever (6) 

14. Dismount (7) 
16. Vigilant (5) 

18. Information (4) 

(3) 


Sudoku 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Railway ticket; 8 Chair¬ 
man; 9 Owls; 10 Steers; 12 Inline; 14 Scared; 

16 Glance; 18 Tomb; 20 Leap year; 22 Prefer 
a charge. Down: 1 Pathetic; 2 Plaice; 3 Palm; 

4 Standing; 5 School; 6 Deal; 11 Saddlers; 13 
No change; 15 Rebuff; 17 Anyway; 19 Oars; 

21 Arch. QUICK - Across: 7 Heterogeneous; 

8 Contempt; 9 Asks; 10 Attend; 12 Clench; 14 
Propel; 16 Elapse; 18 Brat; 20 Cock-crow; 22 
Disinterested. Down: 1 Reporter; 2 Settle; 3 
Form; 4 Tentacle; 5 Rebate; 6 Dusk; 11 Delicate; 
13 Customer; 15 Putrid; 17 Access; 19 Raid; 

21 Care. 


1. Who was the Roman goddess of 
peace? 

2. In which book by Dickens does 
Nathaniel Winkle appear? 

3. When is the first day of the grouse¬ 
shooting season? 

4. Who wrote the light opera Tales of 
Hoffmann? 

5. What, in communications, does the 
abbreviation STD stand for? 


6. Who directed the film Orphee? 

7. What is a Buff Orpington? 

8. Which composer wrote the symphonic 
poem Finlandia? 

9. From which country do the Ainu people 
come? 

10. In which ocean is the Banda Sea? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Saturn; 2 In the North Atlantic 
between the Azores and the West Indies; 3 
New York State; 4 Woodpecker; 

5 In an air crash; 6 Soh; 7 The art of 
decorating or carving shells and ivory; 

8 Sir Joseph Paxton; 9 True or reliable facts 
and information; 10 A collapsible opera hat. 
Niner: VERACIOUS 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

874 gives an animal, 

219 gives a child, 

37564 gives a holy man. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


job, work, employment 


www.staremploymentservices.co.uk 


Star Employment 


services 

Call Star Employment Services today on 01902 319333 


q Search 


Associated with 


Express & Star STAR 










































































































Preparing for a sale in winter 



DURING the winter, the housing market is 
renowned for being slower, with many people 
holding off on selling their property until the 
spring. 

However, by incorporating a few simple tips, 
sellers can make their properties look and 
feel more attractive, increasing the chance of 
receiving an offer during the winter, says the 
National Association of Estate Agents (NAEA) 
Martyn Baum, president of National Association 
of Estate Agents, says: “Traditionally, properties 
are harder to sell during the winter. 

“It’s dark and cold and while homes don’t look 
as attractive, we’re less inclined to be proactive 
and search for a property - and this can leave 
sellers feeling in a stalemate position, waiting 
for the spring to kick in. 

“Your estate agent should be well equipped to 
adapt to selling homes in these quieter periods 
but you can start by making changes as small 
as turning on a light or clearing out clutter.” 

The NAEA’s top tips for those looking to sell 
their property during winter are as follows: 

First impressions count: 

The first seconds upon arriving at a property 
really impact the buyer’s decisions, so clear 
your front entrance of any winter weather 
damage. 

Winter can make the front garden and paths 
look dull and dirty, so ensuring these are 
clean and clear of leaves will improve the 
attractiveness of the property. 

Bright and beautiful: 

Ensure your home is well lit, this means simply 
checking all the bulbs are working prior to a 
viewing and switching them on, including any 


outdoor lighting. You’ll know which lighting 
looks best in your home so work with this, 
especially when viewings run into the evening. 
During the day you can make the most of 
natural light by ensuring all blinds and curtains 
are fully open and clutter is moved out of the 
way. 

Warm and friendly: 

It’s important to make your house feel warm 
and homely; it will encourage potential 
buyers to stay longer and to be able to vision 
themselves living at home. 

Smell is also important and each home smells 
different, so in order to not risk putting buyers 


off, freshen up your home. Open the windows 
prior to the viewing to let some fresh air 
circulate - unless it’s freezing - and display 
some freshly cut flowers... the old cliche of 
fresh bread or roasting coffee really does work 
as well. It is also advisable to accentuate any 
features that are particularly important in the 
winter such as a fireplace, which can be a real 
selling point of a home. 

In the Garden: 

A messy garden can signal the need for too 
much work and thus detract buyers; the winter 
weather can also tire garden furniture, which 
looks quite unsightly. 


If possible, clear patio furniture away, if not, 
ensure they are securely covered. It is also 
advisable to trim back overhanging branches, 
particularly those blocking the windows in 
order to encourage as much light into the 
property as possible. 

Be flexible: 

With less daylight hours available for potential 
buyers to view your house, you should be as 
available as possible, for prospective buyers 
to view it when it’s convenient for them. Your 
estate agent should help you work around 
these tricky daylight hours. 

Tackle any winter damage: 

Make sure any problems with the property 
that are more prominent in the winter - such 
as damp or a faulty boiler - are fixed prior to 
putting the house on the market. 

Increased rainfall over the winter does take its 
toll on guttering, so check the gutters and drain 
covers are properly cleared of dead leaves and 
other debris, as leaky gutters and down pipes 
cause damage and are unsightly. 

Flying off for the winter: 

If you are going away for any period over the 
winter, the heating should be left on at a low 
temperature (minimum of 15°c), in order to 
prevent the pipes from freezing. If you are away 
for a long period and don’t want to keep the 
heating on 24/7, make sure it is on a timer. 
Longer spells at a lower temperature can be 
more economical than shorter blasts at higher 
temperatures. This will ensure that there are 
no problems upon your return to be dealt with 
before showing to prospective buyers. 


Benefits 
of using 
an NAEA 
member 

The National Association of Estate 
Agents (NAEA) is the UK’s leading 
professional body for estate agency 
personnel, being part of a group 
representing 16,000 members who 
practice across all aspects of property 
services both in the UK. 

These include residential and commercial 
sales and lettings, property management, 
business transfer, auctioneering and 
land. NAEA is dedicated to the goal of 
professionalism within all aspects of 
property, estate agency and land. Its 
aim is to reassure the general public 
that by appointing an NAEA member 
to represent them they will receive the 
highest level of integrity and service 
for all property matters. The NAEA is a 
sister organisation to the Association of 
Residential Letting Agents (ARLA). 

What makes NAEA members different? 
They are united in their drive to uphold 
professional standards within the industry 
and deliver an unrivalled service to 
their clients. With over 7,000 members, 
NAEA is the largest professional body 
of estate agents, which brings with it 
a responsibility of leading the way in 
making the industry safer and fairer for 
everyone. 

By using a NAEA agent you are 
guaranteed: 

That the agency has professional 
indemnity insurance 
To be consulting with an agent who is 
either experienced or qualified who can 
give you up-to-date advice and guidance 
That you are dealing with an agent 
who voluntarily follows the conduct 
and membership rules laid out by 
NFoPP (National Federation of Property 
Professionals) regulation 
That you have a route to independent 
redress. 



He's sold 

Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, January 14, 2016 
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"humberstones 


Bearwood: 0121 434 4345 
Quinton: 0121 422 1188 

www.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 


homes Sales & Lettings 

A FRIENDLY HANDS-ON APPROACH DEDICATED TO SELLING YOUR HOME 



A rare opportunity to acquire an extremely spacious, well presented family home close to 
canalside. Having 6 BEDROOMS!!!!! 2 bathrooms, lounge diner & 2 kitchens. GARAGE and rear 
garden with pleasant outlook. GCH & DG fitted. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC rating C. 


EXTENDED home overlooking WARLEY WOODS park with GARAGE & driveway. 15ft dining room 
& 17ft lounnge leading to EXTENDED 14ft kitchen. 3 GOOD size bedrooms & bathroom with 
white suite. Lawn rear garden. GCH & UPVC DG fitted. EPC rating: F 


CONWAY AVENUE, QUINTON 


WELL PRESENTED home on a corner plot at the head of a sought after CUL-DE-SAC. 14ft lounge & 
separate 13ft dining room. Kitchen to rear with d/s WC & side verandha. 3 good sized bedrooms 
& REFITTED bathroom. GARAGE & blockpaved driveway. Extensive lawn rear garden. GCH & 

UPVC DG fitted. EPC rating: TBC 


BEARWOOD 


BEARWOOD 



Traditional style EXTENDED home in popular CUL-DE-SAC position with VERY LARGE REAR GARDEN 
and NO UPWARD CHAIN, dg, gch, and offering SPACIOUS through lounge, kitchen, 3 GOOD SIZED 
BEDROOMS, study/box room, bathroom, GARAGE. VIEWING ESSENTIAL. EPC rating: TBC 



Deceptively spacious, semi detached property in popular location, WITH DELIGHTFUL GOOD SIZED 
REAR GARDEN, gas radiator heating, double glazing, having attractive lounge, dining/sitting 
room, kitchen, 3 BEDROOMS, shower/wet room, and DRIVE providing off road parking. NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. EPC the. 



NO UPWARD CHAIN - REFURBISHED & spacious home with 2 reception rooms, 13ft REFITTED 
kitchen & REFITTED bathroom with white suite. 3 bedrooms & WC on first floor. UPVC DG & GCH 
fitted. MUST BE VIEWED - don't miss out. EPC rating: D 


BEARWOOD 


£154,950 


£134,950 


BEARWOOD 


£129,950 




Deceptively spacious, thoughtfully improved intermediate terraced property, convenient position, 
with double glazing, gas radiator heating, having attractive lounge, re-fitted breakfast kitchen, 3 
bedrooms, bathroom, rear garden. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC D. 


£124,950 


LARGE TOP FLOOR apartment with 2 DOUBLE bedrooms & study area. Having 14ft lounge diner 
leading to study area & FITTED kitchen. EN-SUITE shower room off bedroom one. Main bathroom 
also with a white fitted suite. ALLOCATED parking. UPVC DG & electric heating fitted. EPC rating: 

D 


£120,000 


NO UPWARD CHAIN.A deceptively spacious, well proportioned, 2 bedroomed end terraced prop¬ 
erty occupying a pleasant position requiring some modernisation. Porch, Entrance hall, spacious 
through lounge/aining area, kitchen, 2 Bedrooms, Bathroom, Separate wc, and pleasant rear 
garden. EPC E. 


£89,995 



NO UPWARD CHAIN - 1st floor retirement apartment in SUPERB complex & amenities. 13ft 
lounge leading to 10ft kitchen. DOUBLE bedrooms & bathroom. Electric heating. EPC rating: C 



UNFURNISHED - AVAILABLE NOW- Spacious & IMMACULATE self contained flat. 14ft lounge & 
26ft REFITTED breakfast kitchen. 2 DOUBLE bedrooms & REFITTED bathroom with shower. Close 
to Bearwood High Street, Hagley Rd West & local parks. GCH fitted. NO DSS, NO PETS, NO 
SMOKERS. EPC Rating: D - Subject to admin fee of & £100 per tenant. 



UNFURNISHED - AVAILABLE NOW- Spacious & IMMACULATE self contained flat/coach-house. 

13ft lounge & REFITTED kitchen. DOUBLE bedroom & REFITTED shower room. Courtyard to front. 
Close to Bearwood High Street, Hagley Rd West & local parks.Electric heating. NO DSS, NO PETS, 
NO SMOKERS. EPC Rating: D - Subject to admin fee of £100 per tenant. 
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Local Specialists 




Appliance Repairs 


METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

/Fee Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 



Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


and all White Goods 
“Pon’t go and 
buy a new one, 
get it repaired...” 


DDsraimE© 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 


Decorating 


shleu Services 


Painting & Decorating 
Tiling & General Maintenance 
FREE QUOTES 
Full liability insurance 

on: 0121 550 7817 
07980 286695 



All aspects 


me: 

Stairs, Kitchens, Decking and 
Fascias, Loft Conversions 

For a FREE quote telephone 

07812 125353 
01384 412933 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Odd jobs to full refits 
Guaranteed lowest prices 
All areas covered 

0121 4228594 
07985548466 


Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

~^feanflpSBgy 

Assured 

Call: 

07730 
477564 


gf 


POINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
0.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121561 1881 
or 07532 200591 


/ 




Double Glazing 


Computers 


• NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

I • All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
| • Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 

• • Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

! DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC \ f31 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT ' I 

1 email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


r 


Driveways 


V ainterlay 



Whether you require a Traditional ora ^ 
Contemporary Driveway 
We Cater for all Budgets 

• Block Paving ‘Walls & Patios ‘Tarmac 
• Landscaping • Turfing • All types of Groundwork 
• Cleaning, Sealing and Repairs 
OFFICE: 0121 667 3449 01562 814580 
DIRECT: 07490001616 LOCAL: 0845 626 2449 
WWW.INTERLAYDRIVEWAYS.COM 
WE’LL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE! 


Misted Sealed Units? 


Math (Emuttni (Hazing 


Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
- windows, doors & 
conservatories 

’A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

/f /f &*tesio44, eJJ(icie*vt A 

^ w that wont cabt the. ea/ith S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.coni 

|FENSAj £ 


CONTRACT^'_ 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

* Blackheath 


Automotive 


Garage Doors 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 


Motor Body Work Specialists 
Insurance Approved 
From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 

FREE e 


ffilfi 



^DB GARAGE DOORS 


ilso supply a car and van to none fault or insurance clair 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com _ 

Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


Electricians 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lighting 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 


• Supply • Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 

• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www. dbshutters. co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 



Gardening 


Domestic / Industrial / Commercial work undertaken 

Free quotations available Over 20 years’ experience 


l 


Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 

j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 




It 


Winter' „ 
Deals now 
on - call 
for more 
information 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 


Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

CERTIFICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE jj PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


Electrical 

Kingswinford Limited 

Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

Over 16 Years E 


+— 01384 278471 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 

mbelectric.co.uk 


+r 

lei 


ISA 




Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
> Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
t Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Fencing 


Fencing ft Gates 


1 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Slava on 


01384 242891 or 07910 300586 


MOT 


witUi this advert 
FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a staticn Read, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 


E3 


MOT 


Plumbing 


S— H OUSEHOLD- 

HR LUMBIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/Q ap All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 



Local Special sts 




Our Specialist Section offers you 
local businesses and tradesman to deal with 
needs and requirements. 


To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 

ID 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

_ 

E-mail us at... ^5 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

1 ^ Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
Jj 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB M 
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Plumbing & Heating 


Plumbing & Heating 


<81 Plumb Serve 

- Plumbing & Heating SPECIALISTS 


Special Offer Boiler Service £50 


* 


•Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste 

• Full Bathroom, En Suites Installed 

• Drainage Unblocked/Repaired 

• Radiators Fitted/Removed 


• Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced 

• Boiler Install, Serviced & Repaired 

• Landlord Safety Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 


24hr call out, Call us on 

07513 094763 A 

Card payments accepted 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 



For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 


07538 718264 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


Bnnm 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs 10 
complete rooms 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 

0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

it Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


^SERVICES 

f All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

3|0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 
Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 



Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting 

• Cooker Repairs 

• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 

& Repairs ■■■ -. ... .. ■ 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• inspections FREE QUOTES 

• FamilyRiin P7ET1 ^ercm 


L_ 

Roofing 


k 

ALL 



Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 



irrbyrfflrig Q> IT ftTTTTf>f tTTg 
Combi Boiler change from £950 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



Also Warranty on Vailliant up to 10 years and Worcester 6 years 


Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 608 3522 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Skip Hire 




W SEES & (ME EffiE 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 



•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www. el iteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £1 5 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 


Home: 01384 872276 Mobile: 07584 081228 





mmmsmms. 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABL 
Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



ITS 

Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


Floor and Wall Tiling 


Ceramic, Porcelain and Natural Stone 
Walls • Floors • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Conservatories 
All work undertaken • Call Tony for a free quote 


0121 422 4116/07961 604632 



IfR Callus on... ^ 

|C 1 E-mail us at... 

|U 01902319590 A 

EE _4 mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk Ipl 


Post to.. 

Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 


Buy and sell 
with our 
new look 
Classifieds 



1. Visit our new 
Classified website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



2. Call our Classified sales 
team on 01902 317 878 

L_ A 



3. Self Serve - 
Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

L A 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 















































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 



MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


2 

Leisure 

Time 


sigh 

caravan, flip top or Folder. Private 
cash buyer. 01384 254530. 


FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Old 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 


mu uni n mil hi 


BASS GUITARIST AND 
KEYBOARD PLAYERS 
WANTED 

for Blues/Rock etc band of more 
mature years. 

Some vocals an advantage. 

01902 742892/07759 324621. 



Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



BOOK FAIR Kinver Con 
Centre,Sun 17th January, Est 
1979,Waverley. 0121 550 4123. 
Antique/coll fair, 7th Feb. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


I-x 


3 

Home & 
Services 



DOUBLE GLAZED windows, rose¬ 
wood (brown), various sizes includ¬ 
ing french door, very good condition 
£275 ono. 07703 740356. 

LAY-Z-BOY electric recliner riser 
chair, brown, excellent condition, 
cost over £1,000, only few months 
old. Can deliver. £285 ono. 

07879 711105. 

MAHOGANY FIRE surround and 
electric fire with lights and shelves, 
as new, £60 ono. 01902 654419. 


WHITE WARDROBE, 3 drawer 
chest, 1 bedside cabinet, good con¬ 
dition, £60 ono. 01384 826128. 



ELECTRIC COOKER, double oven, 
immaculate, £130 ono. 

Telephone 07583 976347. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrai nmaster67 @ 


hotmail.com 



AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 
ALL COLLECTABLES from wars 
wanted by collector, medals, 
helmets, swords etc. very good 
prices paid. 07511 500337. 
BRITISH COINS AND MEDALS 
wanted by private collector. 

Please contact 01902 676540. 
CASH OFFERED for bric-a-brac, 
clothes, DVDs, household items, 
etc, quick collection! 

07436 018819. 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the 
right item. 

Call Paul on 01543 251743. 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES* COSTUME JEWELLERY 

•Old toys'Clocks'Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 

READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 


Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


items for sale 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 



aerials 


FREEVIEW/TALK TALK/BT VISION 
AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 
\S^(3lEIJEnn^ 

@00^0330057 

®OS034B0O©3 

-^0299 


I l ydPrrirr&ypPM 

01 22 716 2 


alarms/security 


] 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. See us on Rated 
People. 

01902579592/07837994465 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING Special Offer 
on 10 Bays £695. 07866 137656/ 
0121 5315250 portwayfencing.com 


carpet & upholstery^ 

cleaning| 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


flooring 


HANDYMAN 

*•!*«* 

YIN cm w? o* jna 

07TT0 


gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed 
Carriers licence held 
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


removals 



Free Quotes, Free boxes, 
wrap & tape. With every 
removal. Great prices eg. 

3 bed from £299. 

Cleaning service and Landlord 
repair service available 
Quick move available 24-7. 

C Call Lucy on 
07805 670549 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


painters / ^ 

decorators 


MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 



=jljtz 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 




GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 

HAYLAGE round bales, £25. Round 
bale hay £15-£25. Can deliver. 
01902 840603 or 07836 647754. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


KIND HOME WANTED FOR 
LOLA. 

We are looking for a forever 
home for Lola who is a small 13 
month old dark brown Staffie. 
She is a typical young Staffie, 
full of life and a bit on the hyper¬ 
active aat times when you come 
home. 

Would benefit being home with 
owners who are used to 
working with young Staffie 
types. 

Shes good both on and off lead 
and with other dogs. 

If interested call Martin 
(Dog Samaritans) on 
01384 241034. 


KIND HOMES WANTED 
GEORGE 1 year old handsome 
black and white Collie 
JAKE lyear red/white Border 
Collie 

POPPY 6mth long haired 
black/white Border Collie 
LUNA 4yr, blue mearle, deaf, 
needs another dog 
RIGSBY Came in with Luna, 9 
year old Beagle 
BOB lOyr old, golden labrador 
good with Cats, Children and 
dogs. 

TARKA 10yr old lakeland 
terrier type girl 

ZIGG1 12yr old male patterdale, 
game with Tarka 
01588 676106 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 

01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am - 5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am - 4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogs from 
owners, all areas (if they are vet 
checked/up to date with jabs.) 

Donations of dog food, toys, 
bedding and vet bills always 
appreciated. 

WE ARE ALSO NOW 
AVAILABLE FOR PET 
TAXI’S 

(No booking necessary). 


TIA 

BEAUTIFUL STAFFIE GIRL. 

Three years old, superb 
temperament and very 
affectionate. 

Tia is excellent with people and 
other pets. 

Sadly she needs a new 
responsible and loving home 
due to the death of her owner. 

Call 01384 252158. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PROMOTING 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli- 


Property 


A TWO BED FLAT off Tettenhall Rd, 
CH, DG. Off road parking, £115.50 
pw 01902 340073 / 07770 660636. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 
offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


DUDLEY AREA 

nice one bed flat to let, 

£110pw. 

Including Gas, Electric, 
Council tax and Water. 
No pets / DSS. 

07803 890908. 


MERRIDALE ROOM to let. £63pw 
inc most bill not to be overlooked!! 
DSS ok. Call 07723 016692. 

THREE BEDROOM detached 
house, in Alveley (WV15), DG, CH, 
nice and clean. 0/980 208994. 


NINE BEDROOMED private house, 
Blackpool, by sea, ex B&B. 
£90,000. For details call 07515 
258118. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



Explore your world with 

star ★extraTRAVEL 

See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and Eurostar, 
plus holidays further afield. 

Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, January 14, 2016 
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“ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


properties wanted 


CASH NOW 


WE CAN BEAT ANY PRICE 

■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer VJG 0311 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped u,... i inMl . 

■ Any condition UUy yOUl 

house in 

land and commercial enquiries welcome 



Wolverhampton properties 


WE PAY 100% 

of purchase price 


BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 


We buy any house 


» We are a family run local business. 

» Buying properties for over 30 years. 

» A fair offer from people you can trust. 
» No fees - Free solicitors. 

» 30 Years experience 


QJJls (^jtCZW<* x/ Text GOALto{ 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 

commercial and industrial premises, si 
factories, building plots... We will even bi 
garden 

Text GOALto 88802 


01902 62804Yy www.blackcountry-homes.co.uk 



mm 

CARE/SUPPORT WORKERS 

Various shift patterns available 
Domiciliary company providing 
care to people in their own homes. 
Rates of pay £7.25 upwards. 
Walsall and surrounding areas. Call 
01922 626 064 for more info. 


MORNING CLEANER - 6am-8am - 
Halesowen area. Call 0121 602 
5685 or 0121 4597209. 



STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 Feb. BIRMINGHAM: 14-15 March 
WORCESTER-DROITWICH: 19-20 March 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


Telephone: 

01525 713377 www.geopace.com 


Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Private Sector - Community - MOD 


full time - general 


M mT^rh mp 


CONTACT CENTRE STAFF 

wanted for leading online gaming company. 

Modern office in central HALESOWEN 
Rill time and part time positions available. 
Starting salary £7.30 p/h + bonus, 
great career opportunities 
Please apply with CV to: 
Andrew.McCann@mfortune.co.uk 


EXPERIENCED 

TAXI OFFICE OPERATOR 

A reliable person required to take and pass bookings. 
Knowledge of local area and own transport would be 
an advantage. 

Main hours Fri/Sat 17.00 - 01.00 6.70p/h. 

Waterfront Cars, Unit M, Office No 4, 
Woodside Industrial Estate, Pedmore Road, 
Dudley DY2 ORL 

Email: ali.waterfrontcars@live.co.uk 
Tel: 01384 78781 


Waterfront Cars 




BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 


SHAW STONE SURFACES are a 

granite worktop company based in 
Halesowen. Currently recruiting for 
a CNC Operator - Relevant work 
and CAD experience required in 
order to create drawings and run an 
Intermac Master 33 CNC machine. 
Contact Gavin Shaw for further 
information 0121 503 0817. 
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Motoring 


AUDI A4 18T 2003, low mileage for 
year, service history, MoT’d, 
Immaculate condition inside and 
out. £2,000 ono. 01902 829872. 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


01902 317878 


LEXUS 450 Hybrid, 56, 06, 1 owner 
from new, fully serviced, full Mot, 
excellent throughout, £5,250 ono. 
07794 450416. 01902 851560. 

MAZDA 3 2TS, 5 door, hatch, 2005, 
57,000 miles, titanium grey, air con, 
long MoT, alloys, stereo, CD, excel¬ 
lent condition. £2,530 ono. 

01384 401209. 



VAUXHALL INSIGNIA ELITE 


2014, 30k, auto, Est. 2.0CDTI 
195bhp bi-turbo, dealer fsh, 
warranty. HTD electric mem 
seats, privacy, Sat Nav, DAB, 
electric tailgate. 19ins alloys. 
BiXenon, LED run lights, 
sensors, immaculate. 

£14,500. 

07971 365912. 


AUTOMATIC 


VW GOLF DIESEL 
AUTOMATIC MARK 4 

5-dr, cheap to run, excellent 
condition, any trial. 
£1,650 

07800 637961. 

ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FIAT PUNTO 1.2, 2002, 7 months 
MoT, Immaculate, 74,000 miles, 
lady owner. £425. 07852 691074. 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
_ www.homecashbuyer.co.uk _ 


FIAT PUNTO Dynamic, 1.2, 04 rea., 
f.s.h. full MoT, blue, lovely condi¬ 
tion. £675 ono. 01384 440258 / 
07935 337167. 

FORD FOCUS LX W reg, 5dr, 
1796cc, petrol, black, six months 
MoT, £425. 07512 044868. 

FORD MONDEO 2005 2.2TDCi, non 
runner, spares or repairs, MoT, 
leather seats, alloys etc £250ono. 
07967 952431. 

MERCEDES 190E, 1.8 auto, MoT till 
October 2016, no rust, good condi¬ 
tion, £575 ono. 07594 083848. 

PEUGEOT 307cc Coupe. Convert¬ 
ible, petrol, 1997, silver. Genuine 
sale. £795. 07855 239094 

RENAULT CLIO 2006, Blue, abs, air 
bag, air con, central locking,£995. 
07572464945. 


RENAULT MODUS 1.5DCi 
PRIVILEGE 

2006, 06 rea, 3 owners, 
108,000 miles, FSH, 11 mnths 
MoT, 55mpg, good tyres all 
round, recent service & MoT, 

£1,295. 

01902 753118, 07775 901378. 
ROVER 100 1998, 30,000 miles, 
nice condition. £350. 

01902 330905. 

TOYOTA RAV 4 XT3 WTi 2.0 

Petrol, 54 plate, silver, MoT Nov 16, 
nice car needs TLC. £1,250. o.n.o. 
01922 408213 or 07889 40 6676. 


MoT, one previous owner, 5 door, 
alloys, very good condition, £1,499 
ono. 07879 403302. 

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 1,4S, 02 reg, 
fsh, 64,000 miles from new, JVIoTt! 


£400. 07930 374986. 


JAGUAR XJS 4.0 

1991. Only 66,000 miles. Light 
metallic blue. Sports auto box. 
Heated leather seats. 

SH, 10 months MoT. 

Good condition for year. 
£3,500 ono. 

07904 662468 (Bridgnorth). 


v w SCIROCCO 1991, 1 owner, 

metallic grey, MoT July, FSH, 
£2000. ono. 07866 410286. 
WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED, Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954/0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


MOTORCYCLE TRAILERS 

1 bike trailer at £110 and the other 
bike trailer at £125. Both tow well. 
01902 741598. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 

Il'iW:] 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 211 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



mobile 

mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
NOTICE OF 
APPLICATION FORA 
PREMISES LICENCE 

An application for a Premises Licence 
has been made by Black Country 
Traditional Inns Ltd in respect of a 
premises known as The Waggon & 
Horses, 21-23 Stourbridge Road, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3TU. 
The proposed application is as follows: 
New Premises Licence for Regulated 
Entertainment, Sale/Supply of Alcohol 
On and Off Premises, between the 
hours of 09.00 and 23.30 Sunday - 
Thursday and 09.00 and 00.30 Friday 
and Saturday. 

A full application can be inspected 
by contacting the Licensing Section 
between the hours of 8.00am and 
4.00pm (Monday to Friday except 
bank holidays). Unit 1 Hurst Business 
Park, Narrowboat Way, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 1UF. Between the 
hours of 8.00am and 4.00pm (Monday 
to Friday except bank holidays). An 
online summary of the application can 
be viewed on www.dudley.gov.uk. 
Any representations by interested 
parties or a responsible authority 
regarding the application must 
be made in writing to: Ficensing 
Services, Unit 1 Hurst Business 
Park, Narrowboat Way, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 1UF by the 28th 
January 2016. 

It is an offence, liable on summary 
conviction to a fine up to Level 
5 (£5000) on standard scale, to 
knowingly or recklessly make a false 
statement in connection with the 
application. 
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Personals 


AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5* customer rated-Mon-Fri 10-9pm. 
Sat-Sun: 10-11pm. 0121 472 7281. 



: |fey»- * • r • < 

IM § tH« 


A VERY SINCERE LOVING 
MAN 

60 WLTM female for friendship 
or relationship. 

Box Number P20188, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


ARE YOU A FEMALE 

Whose looking for 
unconditional love between 30- 
50 years old (strictly) able to 
begin a long term, loving, 
sincere, loyal relationship. 
Educated, totally single, 
reasonable looking female, 
accepting me for what I am, 
right age guarantees reply. 
Box Number P20185, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


ATTRACTIVE, BLONDE 
LADY, 45 

5ft 4in, slim figure, N/S, 
professional, no ties, car owner, 
likes travel, cinema, walking, 
dining out, weekends away. 
Seeks attractive male, 5ft 10in 
and over, professional, N/S, car 
owner, for 

Friendship / Relationship. 
Photo please, will return. 
Box Number P20182, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


ATTRACTIVE, SLIM, 
50YEAR OLD, WORKING 
SINGLE MOM 

of 18 year old Daughter, wishes 
to meet a solvent honest 
gentleman for Friendship and 
possible lasting relationship. 
Photo appreciated. 

Box Number P20190, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

DIVORCED DAD 

56, would like to meet a young 
lady, 45 - 60, for friendship 
initially, relationship if 
compatable. 

Likes days in / or out. 
Recent photo please, will 
return. 

Box Number P20181 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 


HI, I’M ADRIAN 

I am 44 and looking for a lady 30 
- 44, for friendship/ relationship. 
I enjoy music, cinema, days out 
/ in. Own flat, GSOH. Photo 
appreciated (returned) 

Box Number P20180, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


MAN, 64 

Semi-retired wishes to meet 
nice, caring lady. 

Varied interests. 
Dudley/Stourbridge and 
surrounding areas. 

Box Number P20187, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 




WIDOWER 

Gentleman, fit and active, loves 
music and dancing, holidays in 
this country or abroad, many 
interests, well dressed, own 
house and car, very caring and 
loving to the right person. 

Box Number P20189, 

Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 

<0» 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


MOVE YOUR MOTOR 
SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL! . 


r/* : 


£47.00 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES 

6 NIGHTS IN 
PRINT 

1 WEEK ONLINE 

AN INSERT INTO I 
YOUR LOCAL | 
CHRONICLES 


BMW 325Ci 
CONVERTIBLE 

2002, 72,000 miles, metallic 
silver black hood, taxed, full 
MoT, full service history, leather 
heated seats, aircon, excellent 
condition, nice eye catcher. 

£2,995 ono. 
01902123456. 


£29.50 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES 


SKODA FABIA 

L 1.4 CLASSIC 

w r 2003 ’ metallic 

blue, 45,000 miles, FSH, 12 
months MoT, 6 months tax 
excellent inside and out. 

£1,595 ono. 
01902123456. 


6 NIGHTS IN PRINT. 1 WEEK ONLINE 
AN INSERT INTO YOUR LOCAL CHRONICLES 

6 NIGHTS FREE IF YOU 
DO NOT SELL! 




6 NIGHTS FREE IF 
YOU DO NOT SELL! 


£19.50 

PACKAGE 

b NIGHTS IN HUNT. 1 WEEK ONLINE — 

INCLUDES AN INSERT INTO YOUR LOCAL CHRONICLES 

6 NIGHTS FREE IF YOU 
DO NOT SELL! 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2 CAMPUS 

mrPth 0 ? Pl3te ’ BRG ’ 55K - f °Ur 

“‘ stax U months MoT, CD, 
EW, FSH, £3,450.01902123456. 

6 NIGHTS IN PRINT. I WEEK ONLINE - 


BOOK ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 
EMAIL: marie.hogg@expressandstar.co.uk 


*S0URCE: Jicreg 01.10.2012. Private advertisers only. 


Tel: 01902 317878 ClassifiedAds 


























































































































YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 


and follow the simple instructions 


To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 500 3955 


calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 


Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 26 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY26 
123456 hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 
per message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be mod¬ 
erated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 


YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
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Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 500 3957 


US at. calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 

phone company's access charge. 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://datin9.6XpreSSandstar.COm 


Women seeking men 


LUCY, 32, blonde, tall and slim, looking for a 
casual fling, nothing serious. Discretion 
needed and assured. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420237 


REMEMBER: Calls cost El .55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


CHRIS, 40, attractive slim sophisticated 
redhead, seeking male 30-50's to relax with 
and get to know. Discretion assured. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 420491 | 


KELLY young attractive vivacious 48yr old 
lady, loves good food, cosy nights in/out, 
holidays etc, WLTM male for mutual 
companionship Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 420195| 


LISA 38 slim attractive blonde, looking for a 
man who will appreciate a feminine, 
fashionable, fun, romantic sensual woman 
with a mind of her own. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419839 ® 


AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty brunette seeks 
man, any age, any area, for discreet daytime 

fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418117 


KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 


CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real 
passion for life, seeking male for happy times, 
dates, chats, romance and more. Pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420175 ® 


SARAH 38, slim, nice looking, sensual, 
tactile, no ties, WLTM kind, loving male to 
enjoy affectionate relationship. Any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419821 ® 


CAROL Ann, sensitive slim brunette very 
romantic seeks tall handsome male for fun, 
friendship and lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419385® 


GENUINE lady looking for genuine male, age 
58-60, for friendship and to have a laugh with. 
So if that's you would love to hear from you. 

Text only to Mailbox No: 4537136 


SHROPSHIRE male, 50, tall, dark, attractive, 
fun loving, seeks attractive female for fun and 
excitement. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
341387 


KIRSTEN, 36, attractive, blonde and very 
bored, seeking open-minded decent male for 
fun/friendship, 40-60yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419383® 


PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277® 


TALL attractive Shrewsbury male, 54, seeks 
attractive female for fun and excitement in the 
daytime. Discretion assured. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411823 


Follow us 
on 

U«-dh 


SALLY, 46, slim attractive feisty redhead, 
intelligent, easygoing, WLTM similar male for 
friendship and more, looks unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420475 ® 


TARA 22 tall slim but curvy with legs that go 
all the way up to heaven, WLTM very 
appreciative confident male for adult fun. 
Contact me anytime. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414701 ® 


DISCREET man wanted by married lady for 
no strings fun. I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 3007 Box 
418167 


FEMALE, dark haired 5'10, curvy, likes 
reading, walking, cinema, seeks male 40-50 
for lasting relationship. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5077545 


PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277® 


VAL 41, pretty, cuddly, flirty, seeks similar fun 
loving male for an uncomplicated no strings 
relationship. Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 416601 ® 


68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:414773 


COLIN 48, seeks cuddly large big beautiful 
woman 45 to 55 for LTR, love, romance, 
hopefully likes cuddles, kisses, holding 
hands. Text only to Mailbox no: 


STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium build, likes 
walks, seeks female, slim-medium build, 
single mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396709 


LOUISE, 47, youthful looking female looking 
for spontaneous male to put some love and 
lust back into life. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420445 ® 


PROFESSIONAL black female age 52, 
enjoys evenings and days out, would like to 
meet similar Midlands male. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5315901 


68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:414773 


MID naughty forties female looking fun, thrills 
and discreet meets, give me a call, you wont 
be disappointed. Any age with own 
accommodation. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 409109® 


WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 
to meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418369® 


52YRS old guy genuine down to earth 
looking for Mrs right for nights in and out, 
walking, cooking, lives life to the full. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5331215 


6FT well built guy, nicely groomed looking for 
fun intimate nights or day with slim/medium 
build attractive lady 35-55. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5132460 


JULIA 47, looking for genuine, reasonably 
attractive male friend, may to lead to more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419695 ® 


DIVORCED female, attractive, sensual by 
nature, OHAC, bored with own company, 
looking to make life a little more exciting with 
likeminded man. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419219® 


EILEEN, slim green eyed brunette likes 
meals out and cosy nights in, seeks tall male 
who would make her laugh and brighten up 
her day. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418347® 


WIDOWER 70 plus, seeking female for 
friendship. Love me love my dog. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 417439 


ALAN, 56 year old builder, muscular build, 
five foot ten, fit, likes the gym, pubs, clubs 
and days out, seeks female with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419975® 


FEMALE seeking gent 55-70, down to earth, 
nice and intelligent who knows how to treat a 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417195® 


ATTRACTIVE, fit, sporty, tactile, youthful 
black male seek relationship with lady. N/S. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 4851641 


JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 


CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real 
passion for life, seeking male for happy times, 
dates, chats, romance and more. Pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420073 ® 


LADY Penelope seeks her very own Parker 
(47-58) to go on a voyage of discovery and 
romance. Text only to Mailbox no: 4550237 


LINDA, 47, brown-eyed blonde, caring, 
loving and honest, many interests, seeks 
genuine male to share lonely evenings with. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417211 ® 


ALEXA 49 - slim, attractive, long-haired 
music loving female, with many interests 
including dining out, the arts, photography 
WLTM similar male. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5345662 


FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 


BLACK lady seeks white male over 60, any 

location, for friendship and hopefully a lot 
more. Text only to Mailbox no: 


YOUNG early 40's female, GSOH, kind, 
caring, considerate, seeks male for 
friendship, possible romance. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410847 ® 


MALE looking to meet a nice lady for fun 
times to spend with. I am 72 and would like 
to meet a lady between 60 and 70. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 


WIDOWER, quiet, easygoing, slim, 5ft 7 tall, 
smart, varied interests, seeks slimish lady, 50 
to 65 yrs for caring relationship. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4906469 


MAGGIE, 72 yrs young, good sense of 
humour, well presented, WLTM kind, sincere 
chappie to share coffee and a chat. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5310040 


CHARLENE, 24, petite curvy young blonde 
seeks similar cheeky, fun loving guy for lots 
of fun and loving. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419597® 


JOYCE, affectionate sensitive widow, bit of a 
romantic, seeks loving male for lots of TLC. 
Looks unimportant, it’s what's in the heart that 
matters. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419143® 


CAROL 49, attractive, green eyed blonde, 
honest warm hearted, n/s with GSOH likes 
cinema, music, walking, meals out and travel 
seeking similar male. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4283683 


PHILLIP, 29 years old, 5ft 11 ins, stocky build, 
green eyes, friendly, GSOH, seeks genuine 
friendly n/s female for friendship, possible 
relationship. Text only to Mailbox no: 
5335424 


TIM, easygoing honest male, discreet, 
unihibited, seeks similar non-conformist 
averagely attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
375065 


MAUREEN, discreet sensual lady, 42yrs 
seeks daytime fun at her home. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3015 Box: 405297 


YVONNE, single mum, happy with life, but 
would like to meet someone to share fun 
times with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 ® 


LOUISE 35, dark hair, blue eyes, attractive 
ex air hostess, looking for fun times with older 
male for romantic nights in and more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 420043 ® 


PAULINE, 49yrs, very attractive, curvy 
divorcee, affectionate and fun, seeks laid 
back, sincere male for an uncomplicated, 
loving relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418925® 


DEBBIE, 29, looking for mature professional 
fun guy, 40-50 to spend good times with. Call 
me, you have nothing to lose. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 419075 0 


Men seeking women 


PHIL, 58, slim, OHAC, from Wolverhampton, 
looking for a fun lady for a no-strings 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420265 ® 


SUBMISSIVE 44year old WLTM dominant 
female 25-30 years who enjoys role play with 
friendship and maybe possible relationship. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 5084114 


SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 413399 


CHLOE pretty single female 36yrs, dark 
hair/eyes, slim build, very lonely and looking 
for reliable discreet male for mutual 
companionship maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420359 0 


FELICITY, 38yrs, attractive, petite but 
shapely lady seeks gent for indoor activities! 
Age/looks/marital status unimportant but 
must be discreet and non demanding. Tel: 
0906 515 3023 Box 420235 


JULIE, 47, blonde brown eyes, size 12, 
varied interests, loves cuddling, kissing and 
showing affection, seeks similar energetic 
male friend for TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420357 ® 



MOBILE LOVE MATCH 


JULES, sensitive tactile, curvy brunette, 
hopeless romantic, seeks tall, loving male for i 
fun, friendship and possible LTR. Tel No: f 
0906 500 3955 Box No: --* 


GENUINE 56yr old male, divorced, OHAC, 
looking for nice lady for friendship, maybe 
more. Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 405551 


MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283® 


WHY ST ALMC HAWING UHAT IT 
WHEN flMJ COULD BE TEXTNG PEOPLE UKE Vtt 
IN 'DUN WtflWHUAtt WAITING f OR YOUR MSGI 


VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 ® 



HEATHER, well travelled solvent brunette 
looking to share a large glass of wine and 
whatever follows with affectionate man friend. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419031 ® 


DARREN, 44, slim build, dark brown hair, 
green eyes, seeks genuine female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809® 


CARING male, 57, OHAC, looking for female, 
any race, status and age for no strings 
discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411461 


MARK 40, 5ft 9ins, brown hair/eyes, 
attractive, good looking, OHAC/business, 
likes walks, day trips, cinema, seeks similar 

female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
348239 


LADY young at heart, nice eyes, seeks man 
42-52 with good sense of humour. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4881572 


MICHAEL, school teacher, very shy and 
lonely, 42yrs, own home, car, seeks genuine 
caring lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4156561 


VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 ® 


WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good career, likes gym. 
Looking for a lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419829 


KIM OUR NEW IMTCMMAMft SERVICE NW 


TEXT 


LOUISE, pretty hairdresser, works long 
hours, finds it hard to meet a boyfriend, 34yrs, cxrsesrs 

own flat. Text only to Mailbox no: 4192572 , * , . 




LOOKING for the right chemistry with country 
loving gent who like me is looking for some 
extra fun in their life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418843® 


MALE, tall, slim, health professional, honest, 
easy going, seeks soulmate 45-60 for happy 
times and maybe romance. Derby area. Text 
only to mailbox no: 5356854 


s: 


ANN,38, very attractive female, N/S, positive 
attitude to life, WLTM similar kind male with 
a lot of get up and go for romance and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420355 ® 


JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418609® 


long-term partner to travel and enjoy the good 
things in life with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:420433 ® 



PROFESSIONAL male, 41, own business, 
likes to enjoy life, clubs, pubs, cinema, gym, 
seeks similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 360283 


MALE 45yrs old, self-employed motor 
trader/mechanic, medium build, green eyes, 
average looks. I am a nice genuine and 
honest person looking for similar lady to 
share a honest permanent relationship and 
happy times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418709® 


Men seeking men 


39 yr old independent single Mom, knows the 
benefit of having a good man in the picture. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 5084796 


JENNI, single mum seeks single dad, own 
home, can accommodate and loves spoiling 
her man. Text only to Mailbox no: 4115108 


JACKIE lonely and looking for male 
company, 48-65. Need a bit of love and 
affection? Then I’m your girl, call me. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418169 ® 


FRANCES, 45, busty female, loves nights 
in/out, seeking uncomplicated male who can 
occupy my free time for quality 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:420003 ® 


JOANNA, 36, petite, auburn haired female, 
lovely figure seeks loving older male for fun 
nights out and cosy nights in. Maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419595 ® 


ATTRACTIVE professional lady, widow, 50's, 
likes walks, sight seeing, theatre, meals out, 
seeks genuine, professional gent, 5ft 9ins 
plus to make life more enjoyable. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418615 


HAPPY man 59 looking for a lady to share 
the good times. I enjoy cinema, eating out, 
pubs and holidays in hot places. Text only to 
mailbox no: 


STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium build, likes 
walks, seeks female, slim-medium build, 
single mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396709 


SHARON 32, attractive black single mum of 
one, very tactile and passionate, WLTM male 
45-65yrs for fun meets. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419579® 


SARAH, curvaceous brunette, 35, 
passionate nature, solvent, OHAC, WLTM 
date again, looking for male to take me out. 
Looks/Age unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420207 ® 


FEMALE, seeks fun loving male who likes a 
drink and a laugh, to enjoy erotic experiences 
with a curvy brunette. Discretion guaranteed. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 5079311 


MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 

with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417® 


JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418609® 


LONELY and broken male seeks female to 
show me what love is. Text only to mailbox 
no:5345658 


PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, slim, OHAC, 

seeks female, 18 plus for discreet adult fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 401875 


SINGLE gay man early 60s WLTM 
gay/big/CD male late 20s to early 40s for 
good times and friendship. Gloucestershire. 

Text only to mailbox no: 4667184 


LYN, 43, divorced very lonely single mum, 
young looking, slim, attractive, WLTM similar 
male for companionship. Age/looks/Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795® 


MARY, pretty, friendly, lots of fun, lives in 
Kidderminster, loves the theatre, opera, 
ballet, WLTM a lovely, charming, funny, 
genuine guy, 30s, to settle down with. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 419883 ® 


KAREN 50, widow, likes swimming, horse 
riding, keep fit, clay pigeon shooting, GSOH, 
N/S, non drinker, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415211 


SENSUAL tactile, attractive female, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes, loves travel, 
wining/dining, WLTM genuine male for 
mutual companionship. Looks unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418587 ® 


VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, GSOH, six 
foot tall, nice build, n/s, genuine, tactile, fit 
and sporty, looking for a women for nights in 
and out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420135® 


JANE, 47, voluptuous female, long hair, 
brown eyes, generous curves, would love to 
spend cosy nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417985® 


LOU, 45, lives in Shrewsbury, WLTM a lady 
between 42-49 with blue eyes, must be kind, 
caring and funny to mend my broken heart, 
someone who likes to curl up on the sofa for 
cozy nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419855® 


CURVY, farm girl at heart, 32, 5ft 10, single 
mum, caring, kind, shy, likes walks, cooking 
WLTM tactile male farmer for LTR. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5067001 


BROKEN hearted lady 39 seeks loving male 
to mend heart age 39/40. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4869116 


COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10", blue eyes, kind 
hearted, romantic, hobbies include growing 
fuchsia's for showing and I have a vintage 
tractor that I play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a lot of fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418463 ® 


GENUINE male, 58, OHAC, looking for fun 

lady for no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417601 PHIL 57, OHAC, 
discreet, seeks no strings fun with younger 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
414991 


MATURE gent, GSOH, sincere, many 
interests, WLTM a younger male, 20-40, for 
friendship, can accommodate. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420457 


Bl male, single widower, 58, seeks gay male 
friends near Tamworth. Text only to Mailbox 
no:4355756 


ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, 
likes music, cycling and photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 ® 


Bl curious Gloucester guy 36, slim, married, 
WLTM gay or bi male aged 60 to 75 for fun 
times. Text only to Mailbox no: 4930039 


SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, romantic, 
warm and cuddly, seeks similar kind male for 
a loving relationship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 ® 


FREYA 24yr old single mum, looking for male 
for free time frolics, call me if you're 
interested, it could be fun! Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419851 ® 


FEMALE medium build, blonde hair, 5ft5ins, 
seeks male, 50-58, GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:415429 


KAY, very young 45, fit and active, no ties, 
seeks similar young at heart, fun male for fun 
meets. Age/Status/looks unimportant. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418577 ® 


HANDSOMEguy, 49, seeks attractive, 
younger female for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 316752 


TALL attractive male, 55, would like to meet 
older mature women 60 to 75 for close 
discreet fun. You only live once. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4347071 


TALL male 57, seeks older male 60 to 80 for 
adult fun. Text only to Mailbox no: 4347071 


Women seeking Women 


WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 5ft 5ins, 
slim, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 415767 


MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 

with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417® 


VIVACIOUS strawberry blonde who knows 
just what she wants, looking for caring male 
for spontaneous fun relationship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418445 ® 


TALL dark, good looking male, 53, seeks 
attractive female for daytime fun and exciting 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


am an easygoing guy looking for a female 
55-66 for a meaningful relationship. I am very ATTRACTIVE full figure bi lady 58 seeks 
sincere and. honest. Text only to Mailbox female of similar age for fun times. Cotswold 
area. Text only to Mailbox No: 4636475 


no:5326234 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


FEMALE 50’s, 5ft 5ins, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, slim, seeks gent with GSOH, loving, 
caring and understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415871 


WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 
to meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418369® 


ATTRACTIVE male, 54, seeks attractive 
female for daytime fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407915 


MALE, 70, retired from NHS, seeking a lady 36YR attractive black curvy female seeking 

for friendship and companionship. Tel No: boyish female local for relationship. Text only 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420147 ® to Mailbox No :‘ - 


TALL, dark, slim, attractive guy, 48, seeks 
attractive female for no strings fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 299904 


BLUE eyed female, blonde hair, slim, GSOH, 
loving, caring, understanding, seeking similar 
male, 55-55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416989® 


JO 55, curvy redhead, loves eating out, 
theatre, travel, looking for middle-aged prince 
charming to sweep me off my feet. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4464905 


ATTRACTIVE male, late 40's, seeks 

attractive female for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 311713 


VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, GSOH, six 

foot tall, nice build, n/s, genuine, tactile, fit 
and sporty, looking for a women for nights in 
and out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420135® 


Lesbian, blue eyes, brown hair, 
looking for femme. Age not important. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4847797 


FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 ® 


TALL, dark, attractive guy 50, seeks 
attractive, tactile female for fun, excitement 
and lots of attention. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 314219 


COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, bundle of 
fun to be around, likes growing fuchsias for 
showing, vintage tractor for showing, 
weekends away, going out and staying in 
WLTM a lady for friendship/LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420089 ® 


Friends 


MODERN young at heart lonely lady, 70's, 
likes trips out, holidays, seeking similar lady 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:410215 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app. w/c 11/01/16 
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36DRIVETIME 


Astras playing role in FI 


Top FI driver coach, Rob Wil¬ 
son, isn’t the most sympathetic 
driver you’ll meet. Since Vauxhall 
loaned him two ex-press Astras 
last April in which to train some 
of the world’s leading race driv¬ 
ers, the cars have covered the 
equivalent of five Le Mans 24- 
Hour races, all completely flat- 
out at Bruntingthorpe Proving 
Ground in Leicestershire. 

Rob Wilson is possibly one of the 
most important players in Formula One 
that you’ve never heard of, and is in¬ 
strumental in carving split seconds 
from the lap times of at least 12 driv¬ 
ers who’ve been on the grid in 2015. 
Their skills are honed in two standard 
production Astras - a 1.6 CDTi 136PS 
diesel Sports Tourer and a 1.6T 200PS 
petrol GTC. 


“The Vauxhalls will do everything that an 
FI car does dynamically, just at a far lower 
speed,” said Rob. This allows me to explain 
the physics behind what the car is doing on 
the track in real time.’ 

But as Rob swapped his beloved Astras 
for three models from the all-new generation 
range, it wasn’t without some regret. The 
Astras have been as tough as old boots. 
Between them, they’ve covered over 16,000 
track miles at Bruntingthorpe in the hands 
of successive FI, GP2, WRC, DTM and In- 
dycar drivers, and they haven’t missed a 
beat. They’ve chewed through 400 tyres and 
40 sets of brake pads, but despite nearly 
100,000 gearshifts and 43,000 severe brak¬ 
ing manoeuvres, the cars are as nice to drive 
as they were on Day One. 

“I often have a driver’s race engineer in 
the back seat and everyone has comment¬ 
ed how comfortable the cars are, and how 
predictable and stable their handling is. The 
cars have an unbelievably hard time out on 
our track, so I need to know that they’re not 




Rob Wilson is possibly 
one of the most 
important players in 
Formula One that 
you’ve never heard of 


going to break. I have tried other makes of 
car, but they’ve always suffered some kind 
of breakdown. I’m really looking forward to 
spending next year in the new Astras.” 

Rob has taken delivery of three new As¬ 
tras this month - all SRi models, two 1.6 
CDTi 136PSs and one 1.4T 150PS - and 
has already sampled one on track, taking 
three seconds off his best lap time in the 
outgoing car. “You can feel the benefits that 
up to 200kgs of weight-loss has brought 
straight away. My drivers are going to en¬ 
joy their training even more in 2016.” 


So what have Rob’s Astras had to en¬ 
dure this year? 

• 16,000 track miles at full race speed 

• 7,250 laps of Bruntingthorpe Proving 
Ground 

• 2,250 corners on the limit 

• 43,000 hard braking areas driven 
through 

• 95,000 manual gearshifts 

• 400 replacement tyres 

• 30 sets of front brake pads 

• 10 sets of rear brake pads 

• 10 front brake discs 



Way of Life! 


SWIFT SZ3 

0% APR 


REPRESENTATIVE 

PAY NO DEPOSIT AND GET A 
FREE NAVIGATION SYSTEM 


With its standout design, the Swift SZ3 is hard to miss. 
Its light, agile chassis works with responsive steering 
for handling that’s nothing but fun. With top-class 
safety, low running costs and head turning curves, you 
really must see one. 


Contact Halesowen Motor House today 


Halesowen Motor House is a credit broker and not a lender 


Request a Test Drive today: suzuki.co.uk/halesowenmotorhouse 

Halesowen Motor House 


Dudley Road Halesowen B63 3NH 0121 503 0001 


Swift SZ3 official fuel consumption figures in mpg (L/lOOkm): Urban from 46.3 (6.1), extra urban from 64.2 (4.4), combined from 56.5 (5.0). Official C02 emissions 116g/km. 

Fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. 0% APR representative on Suzuki Personal Contract Purchase. Maximum 43 month term. Terms and Conditions apply. Offer available on registrations of 
Suzuki Swift SZ3 between 1st January 2016 to 31st March 2016, subject to availability. Offer excludes 5dr SZ3 4x4. This finance offer is at a rate better than that of High Street lenders. The offer above is available from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. The offer 
cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. Finance is provided, subject to status by Suzuki Financial Services Ltd. Applicants must be 18 years or over and UK resident (excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man). Suzuki Financial Services 
Ltd reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer without notice or prior warning. Suzuki Financial Services Ltd, part of Lloyds Banking Group, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you to 
Suzuki Financial Services. 
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Evoque stays at top of tree 



By John Griffiths 

It was a bit of a surprise for some, 
but the trendy Evoque soon proved 
its critics wrong by selling 80,000 
in the first year. 

So perhaps the convertible version - 
which again divides opinion - will prove 
another big success when it appears in 
dealer showrooms in the spring. 

The new version, with what is claimed to be 
the longest folding roof in the business but 
which still has room for four adults, will start 
at £47,500 - near the price of a fully stacked 
hard top Evoque. 

Like the coupe, the convertible is Land Rov¬ 
er going boldly where it’s never been before. 
So it’s likely there will be plenty of interest in 
what is billed as the world’s first luxury com¬ 
pact SUV convertible, which will come with 
four wheel drive and the option of manual and 
automatic gearboxes. 

But it will also share something with the 
newly upgraded Evoque coupes - probably 
the lowest running costs in the sector, with 
fuel economy, C02 emissions and running 
costs that would leave even some small family 
hatchbacks green with envy. 

For, as part of its makeover, the Evoque 
gets the lightweight and highly efficient 2.0 li¬ 
tre Ingenium turbo diesel built at Jaguar Land 
Rover’s Wolverhampton plant. It is 18 per cent 
more efficient than the 2.2 litre Ford engine it 
replaces, helping the Evoque to trounce the 
opposition on running costs - it isn’t only its 
fuel economy but also the advanced Ingenium 
engine allows for much longer intervals be¬ 
tween service - now two years. 

The 150bhp, two wheel drive version with 
manual gearbox is capable of up to 68mpg 
according to official tests and a mere 109g’m 
of C02 - making it the most efficient Land 


Rover ever, and a class leader.The more pow¬ 
erful 180PS version is equally impressive, with 
figures of 59mpg and 125g/km of C02. There 
is still a two litre, 240PS petrol for those who 
value ultimate performance over economy. 

The test car was the £32,200 entry level with 
150bhp, two wheel drive and a manual gear¬ 
box. It is well equipped as standard, but start 
adding some of the many option packs and 
the costs soon build up. This car, for example, 
had an upgraded navigation kit (£600), a pan¬ 
oramic sunroof £900), a premium sound and 
connectivity system (£2,250) and a conveni¬ 
ence pack (£1,800). The fully stacked, all sing¬ 
ing, all dancing version comes in at £51,500. 

Bearing in mind that this was still the entry 
level model, the Evoque instantly felt livelier, 
quieter and even more refined than its prede¬ 
cessor, perhaps because of the significantly 
lower weight and lower noise levels from the 
Ingenium engine. 

It doesn’t feel big or heavy on the road, 
more like a family hatchback in fact, and feels 
equally at home on busy streets, the motor¬ 
way or country lanes. 

The brakes on the new model are bigger 
and more powerful, and the chassis and sus¬ 
pension have been revised, providing a slight¬ 
ly more supple ride and sharper handling. 

Style and status (that Range Rover badge) 
are undoubtedly big factors in the Evoque’s 
success, but it is also very capable. Even two 
wheel drive versions have a raft of electronic 
helpers to keep you safe and on the move in 
bad weather, but all wheel drive versions have 
serious off-road ability which might surprise 
those who haven’t experienced it. 

New models now have the innovative 
‘All-Terrain Progress Control’ seen on bigger, 
more expensive Land Rover and Range Rover 
cars. Just press the appropriate button (mud 
and ruts, snow and so on) and the car does 
the rest, constantly adjusting vehicle settings 
to maintain traction and make progress. 


The refined nine speed automatic gearbox 
seen in other Jaguars and Land Rovers be¬ 
came an option last year. Nine gears might 
seem over the top, but it is responsive and 
means, for example, a lower ratio ideal if you 
venture off road and a higher ‘top’ for quieter, 
more refined cruising (and fuel economy). 

From the outside, the new car is still instant¬ 
ly recognisable as an Evoque: it would be a 
brave man who changed too much on a car 
like this. But it does have a new front bump¬ 
er with wider air intakes, a choice of grille de¬ 
signs and a new rear roof spoiler with built-in 
stop lamp. There is also the option of the com¬ 
pany’s first LED adaptive headlamps, which 
follow steering inputs allowing you to see 
deeper into corners. 

But it’s inside the Evoque where you’ll see 
most changes, including new seats, new in¬ 
strument binnacle and the new ‘InControl 


Touch screen. It s a computer in the car which 
comes with a range of capabilities (and of 
course prices). The top of the range option 
fitted to the test car doesn’t only control func¬ 
tions such as hands free phone, CD and DVD 
play, radio and navigation. You can also pair it 
up with a standard smart phone and use any 
‘apps’ you have. 

While the Evoque has always been a lux¬ 
ury SUV, it seems to have gone up a grade 
with improvements to the interior. You get 
an Oxford leather steering wheel with audio 
and cruise control buttons,electric, multi-ad¬ 
justable front seats, rear seats with a centre 
armrest, grained perforated leather and satin 
brushed aluminium trip, and interior mood 
lighting. The automatic air conditioning, which 
has separate vents for the rear passings, 
has an air quality sensor which automatically 
switches to automatic recirculation if detects 


anything unpleasant in the air. 

Driver aids include a heated front wind¬ 
screen, electric windows and mirrors, heated 
front seats, front and rear parking sensors, 
lane departure warning and autonomous 
emergency braking. 

The compact SUV sector of the car market 
is where manufacturers are currently doing 
battle for sales and that shows little, if any, sign 
of waning as barely a month goes by without a 
new model being launched. 

But the Evoque, Land Rover’s fastest sell¬ 
ing model ever, has established itself at the top 
of the tree and this revamp will help to keep it 
there. 

More luxury, more equipment and tech¬ 
nology, more refinement and a better driving 
experienc - yet with some of the lowest run¬ 
ning costs. It has to be a formula for continued 
success. 
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Please contact Craig or Keith 

T Wall Garages 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 


High Street, Pensnett, 
Kingswinford 
DY6 8XB 

1 Mile from Russells Hall 
Hospital, towards Kingswinford 


NOW 

DACIA SANDERO STEPWAY 1.5 DCI LAUREATE 5-dr, Black, 20,000 miles. £8550 

CITROEN C4 GRAND PICASSO 1.6 HDIVTR+ Blue, 44,000 miles. £8795 

PEUGEOT 207CC 1.6 HDI GT2-dr, Black, 22,000 miles. £9295 

DACIA DUSTER 1.5 DCI LAUREATE 5-dr, Grey, 22,000 miles. £9450 

NISSAN JUKE 1.6 VISIA 5-dr, Red, 22,000 miles. £9995 

FORD FOCUS 2.5 ST-2 3-dr, Black, 34,000 miles. £10,795 

FORD FOCUS 2.5 ST-3 5-dr, Silver, 46,000 miles. £11,495 

RENAULT CAPTUR 1.5 DCI DYNAMIQUE Sat Nav, Blue, 10,000 miles. £11,995 

SKODA YETI 2.0 TDI OR SE AUTOMATIC Grey, 31,000 miles. £12,550 

USED STOCK JUST ARRIVED 

PEUGEOT 207 1.4S 3-dr. Silver, 51,000 miles. £3295 

TOYOTA AURIS 1.6 T SPIRIT 5-dr, Silver, 37,000 miles. £5695 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 DYNAMIQUE COUPE Orange, 35,000 miles. £5695 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 

VAUXHALL COMB01.3 CDTI SPORTIVE VAN Silver, 8,000 miles. SOLD 

VAUXHALL COMBO 1.3 CDTI SPORTIVE VAN Black, 10,000 miles. £7995 + VAT 

VOLKSWAGEN CADDY 1.6 TDI STARTLINE VAN White, 29,000 miles. £8750 + VAT 

VAUXHALL COMBO 2300 1.3 CDTI VAN HI L2 Red, 19,000 miles. £8995 + VAT 

TOYOTA PROACE 2.0 HDI VAN White, 20,000 miles. £9995 + VAT 

VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0 CDTI LWB VAN White, 22,000 miles. £10,495 + VAT 

VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0 CDTI SPORTIVE LWB VAN Silver, 22,000 miles. £11,995 + VAT 

NEW SHAPE VAUXHALL VIVARO 1.6 CDTI SPORTIVE Silver, 17,000 miles. £13,695 + VAT 

NISSAN NAVARA 2.5 DCI DOUBLE CAB PICKUP AUTOMATIC Black, 22,000 miles. £14,495 + VAT 


Award winning family-run business - established 1 953 
Motability Premier Dealer HHBB 


VAUXHALL 
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Kia Optima’s evolution 


By James Parker 


The fourth-generation Optima 
has a modern, new exterior, a 
bold interior design with more 
space for occupants, new tech¬ 
nologies and a wide choice of 
efficient powertrains. 

The new model offers greater refine¬ 
ment and improved ride and handling 
over the outgoing model, while retain¬ 
ing the sporty image that has helped 
Optima become one of Kia’s best-sell¬ 
ing models worldwide. 

The Kia Optima plays an important role 
in the Kia Motors Europe product line-up, 
introducing the brand to an increasing num¬ 
ber of new customers. Since the third-gen¬ 
eration model launched in 2011, with its 
distinctive look, high-quality interior and 
high-tech image, the Optima has offered 
buyers something fresh and different in the 
D-segment. 

The all-new Optima’s evolutionary new 
look was designed to be functional and 
sporty, with exterior dimensions that are 
marginally longer, taller and wider. These 
changes enable a roomier and more com¬ 
fortable cabin, with more head-, shoulder- 
and rear-seat leg-room and greater cargo 
capacity. 

This model is the most aerodynamic Op¬ 
tima to date, with drag reduced from 0.3 to 
0.29 Cd. 

The all-new Kia Optima will be available 
in Europe in a choice of nine colours, with 


alloy wheels ranging from 16-in to 18in di¬ 
ameter. 

The material quality of the all-new Opti¬ 
ma’s cabin is significantly improved over the 
outgoing model, with a far higher proportion 
of soft-touch materials, as well as cloth and 
leather trim in natural tones. 

Tasteful metallic accents throughout the 
cabin add a higher quality ambience to the 
interior. 

The larger interior and exterior dimensions 
ensure that the all-new model is the most 
practical, spacious and comfortable. Car¬ 
go space has grown from 505 to 510 litres 
(VDA), with the under-floor storage area and 
a wider boot opening adding greater prac¬ 
ticality. 

High-strength 

It features a uniquely engineered body 
which combines more high-strength materi¬ 
als than ever before, resulting in even high¬ 
er standards of crash safety. While passive 
safety is improved, the new model is also 
equipped with a series of high-tech active 
and autonomous safety features, and Kia’s 
engineers have targeted a five-star Euro 
NCAP safety rating throughout the Optima’s 
development programme. 

Kia’s vehicle stability management is fitted 
as standard, ensuring stability under brak¬ 
ing and cornering by controlling the car’s 
electronic stability control and electric mo¬ 
tor-driven power steering if it detects a loss 
of traction. 

The Optima is available with a wide range 
of optional active hazard-avoidance technol¬ 
ogies, depending on market. 



The new model offers 
greater refinement 
and improved ride 
and handling 


Improving ride and handling was a top 
priority for Kia’s dynamic development 
teams, with a focus on delivering the ride 
comfort and stability customers expect 
from a D-segment sedan, while achieving 
the level of agility promised by the car’s 
sportier appearance. 

The all-new Optima debuts a number 
of new, advanced on-board technologies 
to improve usability, comfort and conven¬ 
ience. 


The touchscreen infotainment system is 
paired with a six-speaker audio system as 
standard. 

A powerful Harman Kardon premium 
sound system, featuring 10 speakers, an 
external amplifier and Clari-Fi MP3 resto¬ 
ration technology, is also available as an 
option. 

The all-new Kia Optima will offer the 
company’s unique seven-year, 150,000km 
warranty as standard. 


THE N0.1 CHOICE FOR MOTABILITY 



Dudley Motor Company 

Halesowen Motor House 


Dudley 

Halesowen 


01384 454100 

01215 030001 


Stourbridge Motor House 

T Wall Garages 


Stourbridge 

Kingswinford 

VAUXHALL 

01384 447970 

01384 288333 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 
23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km # 

#0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. 
















Cricketers 
given nod 
by county 
selectors 

YOUNG Halesowen cricketers 
have attracted record interest 
from Worcestershire selectors this 
winter. The club have held a suc¬ 
cessful series of trials and an all- 
time high number of youngsters 
have been selected to represent 
the county. 

A total of 16 players have got 
the nod in various age groups and 
club officials are thrilled with the 
achievement. 

And there’s cause for dou¬ 
ble celebration for Jujhar Johal, 
Masharraf Shazad, Hayden Evans 
and Hassan Akram who have been 
selected for specialist development 
programmes as a result of their 
performances during the 2015 
season in addition to county team 
involvement. 

Halesowen’s head of youth 
cricket Carl Bust said: “The vol¬ 
ume of success that our players 
have achieved during the winter 
trials with Worcestershire is tes¬ 
tament to their hard work and 
dedication. 

“I am proud to be involved in 
the development of these lads and 
look forward to working with them 
with our team of coaches here dur¬ 
ing the 2016 season.” 

Halesowen Cricket Club start 
their winter training sessions 
this month. To take part contact 
bcricketcoach@gmail.com 

Worcestershire age group se¬ 
lection: U-lOs Yusuf Khan, u-lls 
Elliot Evans, u-13s Rhys Evans, 
Tom Duke, Ubaid Khan, Mustafa 
Mumtaz and Alex Jordan, u-14s 
Hayden Evans, Charlie Greening, 
Hassan Akram and Talha Ikhlaq, 
u-15s Raqeeb Khan, Archie Reeves 
and Nathan Hines and at u-17s 
level Jujhar Johal and Masharraf 
Shazad. 


Hagley open 
with a win 
over Enville 

DUE to a late withdrawal, the WCB 
Indoor cricket league is reduced to 
seven at Kinver and for the first 
week of the competition only one 
match was scheduled. 

Hagley (119-5) got off to a win¬ 
ning start against Enville ‘B’ (104) 
by 15 runs. 

Hagley won the toss and batted 
first - openers Joe Lennon and John 
McDonell both managing 25 before 
retiring. 

Captain Paul Morgan was run out 
without facing, but James Russell 
contributed a useful 26. 

Enville openers Jono Howells (20) 
and Matt Grainger (25 no) got the 
innings off to a flyer, only losing the 
first wicket at 66. 

On Grainger’s retirement, captain 
Greg Tomkins and young Tom Davis 
tried to keep the total going ended 
15 short. 


Yozza looking to go one better 


TIPTON’S Jamie Hughes is aiming to go one better 
the next time the BDO World Championship rolls 
around. 

The dust is settling on the 2016 competition at 
Lakeside with Hughes a semi-finalist, ensuring his 
worlds place for the next two years, writes Craig 
Birch. 

‘Yozza’ bowed out 6-1 in sets to Scott Waites on 
Saturday’s afternoon session, his fourth tie of the 
week in Frimley Green. 

Monday’s 3-0 whitewash of Ross Montgomery, 
Wednesday’s 4-1 downing of Madars Razma and 
Friday’s 5-1 vanquishing of two-time semi-finalist 
Wesley Harms set up the Waites clash. The 29-year- 


old, an industrial boiler engineer and site operative 
in the family business, is now planning to get him¬ 
self more accustomed to the longer format and spend 
more time on the practice board, something he freely 
admits has been lacking. 

He said: “I’ve always played competitive darts, 
I’ve never really been one for practising. After this, 
I need to have a think about that. 

“I didn’t prepare like I did the previous year, 
where I had a month off work as it was my Lakeside 
debut. I only got to the second round then. 

“I need to get more used to the longer format, it 
was best of 11 sets against Scott and that’s a long 
time at the oche. You need to maintain a decent 


throw. I won’t over-work on it, because I don’t want 
it to affect my short game too much. This year has 
been great for experience. 

“I’m booked up for the first part of next year, in 
terms of flights getting to the tournaments on the 
BDO calendar. It can take you all over Europe. 

“But, now I’m definitely at the worlds for the next 
two years, maybe I can take my foot off the gas in 
the second half of 2016 and get properly ready for 
Lakeside. 

“I need to be more dedicated if I want to reach the 
next level.” 

Fiancee Jayne was seen at Lakeside supporting 
him last week. 


Jordanne hopes for 



Wheelchair tennis champion Jordanne Whiley is looking for Grand Slam and Paralympic success 



WHEELCHAIR tennis player Jordanne 
Whiley has gone from strength to 
strength on the international circuit 
since winning Paralympic doubles 
bronze at London 2012. 

And with the next Games looming large 
in Rio, the Halesowen star insists she will 
be pulling out all the stops to ensure she 
ends this Paralympic cycle on a high. 

The first British woman to win a wheelchair 
Grand Slam, the first British female wheelchair 
winner at Wimbledon and the first British player 
to complete a calendar Grand Slam - Whiley has 
been busy etching her name into the record books 
over the last few years. 

Another milestone came last September when 
she added to her 2014 doubles Grand Slam by 
winning her first Grand Slam singles title at the 
US Open. 

And while the immediate focus is on adding 
to that tally in both the singles and doubles at 
the upcoming Australian Open, the 23-year-old 
can’t help but let her mind wander to trying to 
add double Paralympic champion to her list of 
accolades. 

Dream 

“Last year was a great success for me, I just 
hope I have not peaked too early,” she said. “I 
just want to build on that amazing success and 
keep getting the right results. 

“I’m aiming for two gold medals in Rio, al¬ 
though my focus will be on the singles. It would 
be a dream come true if I could achieve that. 

“Despite the success of last year, I’ve been 
working hard on improving my game to keep me 
at the very top, experimenting with tactics and 
things like that. 

“I’ve got three Grand Slams before the 
Paralympics though with some other tourna¬ 
ments too. 

“Hopefully I can start the year on a high at the 
Australian Open. I’ve got a few warm-up tour¬ 
naments before but I’m feeling good at the mo¬ 
ment.” 

Whiley was speaking as she helped to launch 
‘Supercharge ParalympicsGB’ - a new campaign 
which allows the public to show their support for 
Britain’s Paralympians over the course of 2016 
and beyond through fundraising, donating funds 


and taking part in dedicated ‘Supercharge’ fan activ¬ 
ity. It is the first time the British Paralympic Associ¬ 
ation, a registered charity, has launched such a major 
public facing campaign to generate support and raise 
funds for ParalympicsGB and Whiley believes it will 
prove invaluable in the run up to Rio 2016. 

“I did not expect the level of support we got for the 
Paralympics in London, it was amazing having all 
those people cheering for you,” she added. 


“I know first-hand the importance of having people 
behind you and encouraging you and it makes a big 
difference. 

“The expectation levels are high for Rio following 
London but hopefully we can get some good success.” 

People can help #Supercharge ParalympicsGB to 
Rio 2016 and beyond. Show your support for the team 
and find out more at www.paralympics.org.uk/super- 
charge 


Unbeaten 
Clarke in 
tough task 
on return 

UNBEATEN Halesowen boxer 
Lennox Clarke tops the bill in 
a Walsall Town Hall card next 
month. 

Clarke, yet to lose in nine bouts, 
has barely dropped a round since 
turning professional 26 months 
ago and is aiming to make 2016 a 
big year. 

But he faces a tough task 
against Harlow’s Richard Horton 
in an eagerly-anticipated eight- 
round clash on February 19. 

Hatton Promotions and Black 
Country Boxing are joining forces 
again to bring the top class boxing 
show to the area. 

The promotional outfits hosted 
three successful events during the 
final months of last year and will 
pick up where they left off at Wal¬ 
sall Town Hall with a nine fight 
card - packed with undefeated 
boxers. 

Clarke tops the bill. But the sea¬ 
soned Horton will be a tough test. 
Horton, aged 34, has won nine of 
his 14 fights and has contested a 
title on no less than three occa¬ 
sions. 

The undercard of ‘Undefeated’ 
will also feature the Ricky Hat¬ 
ton-trained trio of Wednesbury’s 
Sam Evans, Nathan Gorman, 
from Nantwich and Market Har- 
borough’s Reuben Arrowsmith. All 
are back in action against as yet to 
be confirmed opponents. 

Also appearing are West Brom¬ 
wich heavyweight Matt Gorman, 
highly-rated Swadlincote prospect 
Zach Parker, Old Hill’s stylish 
Manny ‘Pac Man’ Zaber, Stoke’s 
Kieran McLaren and Birmingham 
puncher Luke Heron Walker. 

General admission tickets are 
£30, VIP ringside at £60 and can 
be purchased on 0845 111 2900. 
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Heathens on 
track for ticket 
sales record 

CRADLEY are closing in on break¬ 
ing their club record for speedway 
season ticket sales. 

The club have also confirmed they 
are taking their season launch night 
back to Cradley Heath. 

The riders and management will 
be on hand at Cradley Heath Liberal 
Club, High Street, on March 21. 

The evening will feature inter¬ 
views with the team plus the exclu¬ 
sive reveal of the new-look 2016 race 
jacket - one will also be available for 
auction and there will be a host of 
raffle prizes. 

All profits will go to the team to 
assist with their pre-season set-up 
costs. Admission is £5, ticket only 
in the first instance, because of the 
limited capacity at the Liberal Club, 
and available via cradleyheathens. 
co or from the club shop, Printworx, 
Market Square, Cradley Heath. 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


DK have to 
delve deep 
for victory 

Walsall 22 DK 29 

DK were surprised at the good condition 
of the Delves Road pitch. However, if the 
rain that started just after full time had 
been during the game things may well 
have been different. 

A Duncan Tompkins penalty gave DK 
and early 3-0 lead, but Walsall benefited 
from two DK handling errors to bag two 
tries and go into the break 12-3 up. 

Not for the first time this season there 
must have been some wise words at half 
time, for in the third quarter of the game 
DK raised their game and in effect took 
it away from Walsall. 

The first significant attack of the sec¬ 
ond half Shef Shillingford put through 
a gap in the Walsall midfield making 60 
yards before the defence could halt his 
progress. But a pass to the supporting 
Tompkins saw the full back put a low 
kick into the Walsall 22. The defence put 
it out before TJ Gordon could pounce. 
From the ensuing line out, DK stole the 
ball setting up a driving maul that saw 
James Fildes over for the try, converted 
by Tompkins. 

Moments later DK were back in the 
same corner. This time the ball had been 
shipped to TJ Gordon on the wing who 
made good ground towards the line. 
He passed back inside to Shillingford 
who drove for the line, but was stopped 
inches short. However, Tompkins was 
running a great support line to take the 
pop pass and go in for the try. 

The third quarter was finished off by 
a try for Shillingford, with the extras 
added by Tompkins. DK were searching 
for the bonus point, but were hit by a 
breakaway try. 

The bonus point duly arrived when 
Shillingford touched down for his second 
tiy, Tompkins adding the extras. 

Walsall were rewarded with two bonus 
points from another breakaway try. 

Defeats avenged 
and promotion 
hopes maintained 

Caldy 10 Stourbridge 15 

STOUR’S trip to the Wirral saw them 
looking to consolidate their challenge 
in the National 2 North promotion race 
and avenge a run of three narrow losses 
against the hosts. 

Stour’s top try scorer, centre Joe 
Heatley, opened their account after 
seven minutes and winger Josh Trinham 
increased the advantage with a try con¬ 
verted by Tom Mitchell. 

Caldy responded on 21 minutes with a 
converted try for tighthead Derek Salis¬ 
bury after a short-range lineout catch 
and drive. 

A tackle offence on Caldy’s lOmetre 
line saw Mitchell extend Stour’s lead 
with a well-struck penalty seven minutes 
into the second half. 

Caldy laid siege to the Stour line, the 
defenders losing Toby Handley for 10 
minutes to a sin-binning. 

But Caldy’s tactics of kicking penalties 
to the corner failed to produce results 
against a tireless Stour defence and they 
resorted eventually to the goalkicking of 
centre Gavin Roberts who kicked a goal 
back to 15-10 with just 10 minutes to go. 


Skipper Dale puts Town 


Halesowen Town 0 Blyth Spartans 1 

HALESOWEN lost out to a second-half penalty 
from Blyth captain Robbie Dale but matched the 
league leaders for work-rate in manager John 
Hill’s 150th league game in charge. 

The Yeltz suffered an early blow when right- 
wing outlet Ashley Par sons-Smith limped out of 
game after just 12 minutes and neither side reg¬ 
istered a shot on target in the first half, although 
Halesowen’s Kaiman Anderson blasted just high 
and home substitute Mike Turner glanced a 
header wide. 

The league leaders visibly moved up a gear 
after the interval and home goalkeeper Shaun 


Halesowen Town 


Rowley saved a long range free-kick from Dale 
before gathering a curling effort from Michael 
Richardson in the heavy rain. 

Captain Dale then smashed home Blyth’s win¬ 
ner from the penalty spot in the 66th minute 
after he had his legs clipped by Jay Denny. 

Visiting goalkeeper Adam McHugh was called 
upon to tip a dangerous 70th minute free-kick 
from Aaron Griffiths over the bar as Halesowen 
responded. 

However, the Spartans almost increased their 


on the spot 

lead in the 77th minute when Richardson worked 
clear on goal but Rowley made a fine save and 
seconds later Rowley touched a blistering shot 
from substitute Paul Robinson onto his crossbar. 

Halesowen’s best chance finally came in the 
90th minute when full-back Luke Connolly cut 
in from his right and his curling shot hit the top 
of the bar with Blyth goalkeeper McHugh rooted 
to the spot. 

Halesowen Town: Rowley; Connolly, Griffiths, Denny (c), Hull, Par- 
sons-Smith (Turner 12), Charlton, Bragoli (Forsyth 79), Anderson, 
Melvin, Gueyes (Lewis 75). Subs Not Used: Morrison, Westwood. 
Blyth Spartans: McHugh; Nicholson, Watson, Buddie, Hutchinson, 
Hooks, Wearmouth (Robinson 69), Richardson, Reid (Davis 88), 
Wade, Dale (c). Subs Not Used: Morse, Mullen, Otte. Referee: Guy 
Stretton: Attendance: 481 


UPHILL TUSSLE 
FOR OLD HALES 


Old Northamptonians 28 Old Halesonians 21 

THIS was on paper a five-point 
win for the visitors but some¬ 
one forgot to tell the hosts. 

The opening exchanges favoured the visitors. 
Set scrum and open play took the game to the 
home side. A line out close to the home 22 saw 
Tom King collect; a driving maul ensued with 
hooker Sam Jones scoring an early try, converted 
by Chris Hooper. 

Injury to fly half Oli Rayner within a few min¬ 
utes of the start was the first disruption, he was 
replaced at 10 by Ben Barkley. 

Old Northamptonians responded with a pen¬ 
alty. But Hales still looked in control until, 
following a minor altercation between Dave 
Hadkiss and the home scrum half, Hales prop 
Matt Young was red carded for throwing an un¬ 
necessary punch at the home number 9, who was 
yellow carded. 

Although replacement Rob Butler did a fine job 
to steady the tight, the home side took advantage 
elsewhere. A converted try gave them a 10-7 lead 
and the home side made the most of the num¬ 
bers, scoring another try before a converted Luke 
Smith effort. 

The second half was ta real challenge for Hales 
playing up the slope. More injuries saw hooker 
Jones retired hurt which meant all replacements 
had been used. With the visitors reduced to 13, 
Hales were forced to instigated uncontested 
scrums. It was an uphill battle against 15 and 
a converted try gave the hosts a 22-14 lead, ex¬ 
tended by two penalties. 

A serious injury to a home player led to a stop¬ 
page and an ambulance called. Play continued on 
an adjoining pitch, when a Smith try, converted 
by Hooper, reduced the arrears. 

Kidderminster 2nds 12 Old Hales 2nds 48 
OLD Hales were grateful for this friendly away 
game following the postponement of their home 
league game against Luctonians. 

Jon Harris opened the scoring for Hales. How¬ 
ever, Kidderminster replied with a converted try. 

Three more Hales tries followed, from Jamie 
Leech, Jay Reid and Pete Fitzgerald, two con¬ 
verted by Jake Shellis. 

Reid scored a second, converted by Shellis, 
who added the points to Andy Holloway’s try and 
then scored one of his own. A Kidderminster try 
preceded Old Hales’ eighth, from Matt Weaver. 


Duo keen to help Yeltz push on 



Keeper Shaun Rowley, from Shrewsbury 

HALESOWEN Town’s on-loan duo Kaiman 
Anderson and Shaun Rowley are hopeful they 
can make a big impact on Yeltz’s season. 

The Shrewsbury Town duo have already 
made an impression in their short time at The 
Grove and, although the aim as individuals is 
to play games, they’re hopeful of mounting a 
play-off for John Hill’s side. 

Striker Anderson believes it’s a realistic aim. 
“I think we should be pushing for the play-offs 
really, because I think we have a good enough 
team now,” he said. 

“We’ve shown that we can come up and 
compete against big sides in the league so it’s 
definitely the aim. It’s a real close knit group 
at Halesowen and the fans are great. They’ve 



Fellow Yeltz loanee Kaiman Anderson 

taken to me well since I’m scoring goals. 
They’re very vocal as well which is what you 
need.” 

The 18-year-old is hoping that, unless re¬ 
quired at his parent club Shrewsbury, he can 
see out the rest of the season at The Grove. 

Goalkeeper Rowley shared his team-mate’s 
ambitions, saying: “I think play-offs are the 
aim and I’m certainly looking to get there. 

“It’s going well here at the minute. I’m just 
getting games in and showing what I can do. 

“I’d be happy to stay and get as much expe¬ 
rience as I can. 

“With there being so many good keepers at 
Shrewsbury I think it suits both parties for me 
to be here as long as I can.” 


Stamford in 
battle to pull 
back deficit 

Stamford 2 Stourbridge 2 

STOURBRIDGE surrendered two pre¬ 
cious points when second from bottom 
side Stamford snatched a sickening 95th 
minute equaliser. 

The Glassboys failed to clear from 
a last-gasp corner allowing substitute 
Chris Hamilton to hammer home and 
steal a share of the points. 

Stourbridge appeared to have victory 
in the bag when they went 2-0 up just 
after the hour mark. But they let that 
advantage slip. 

Stourbridge took the lead on 27 min¬ 
utes when right winger Matt Dodd 
darted between two defenders and set 
up striker Karl Hawley to turn and fire 
home past Stamford goalkeeper Enol 
Ordonez. 

Stamford came storming back but 
were kept at bay when Stourbridge goal¬ 
keeper Charlie Price pulled off two great 
saves within the space of 60 seconds 
to keep out Jake Duffy and then Eliott 
Hodge on the half hour mark. 

Stamford’s bad luck in front of goal 
continued on 51 minutes when Stour¬ 
bridge full back Kristian Green was 
judged to have pushed Jordan Smith 
but Price saved Lee Beeson’s resulting 
penalty attempt by guessing the right 
direction. 

Stourbridge increased their lead on 
61 minutes when Chris Lait picked out 
Hawley, whose shot was blocked but fell 
perfectly for Lait to follow up and slot 
home. 

The advantage was short-lived with 
Stamford clawing a goal back three 
minutes later when the luckless Green 
turned a right wing Newman cross into 
his own net. 

In the 95th minute the Glassboys 
failed to clear from a corner and the ball 
found its way through to Hamilton, who 
was waiting at the back post to pounce. 

Ben fails in Gamble 
on race prediction 

TIPTON Harriers’ Ben Gamble was too 
quick for his own good in the Stafford 
Harriers ‘Limp Wrist’ race at Castle- 
fields. Gamble was first of the 118 en¬ 
trants to complete the course in 26.43, 
but finished down the standings due to 
race rules. 

The event requires athletes to make 
a pre-race prediction of their finishing 
time. They then run the five-mile course 
with no timing devices - the closest to 
their prediction is the winner. 

The ruling saw Gamble finish 37th 
after he came home 48 seconds quicker 
than his prediction. Jack Hodkinson 
(Stafford Harriers) won, with Tipton’s 
Richard Rea fifth, six seconds ahead of 
schedule. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 
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